PROPOSAL FOR A MINOR IN 

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

I.
Identification of Department/Program:
International Studies

II.
Name of proposed minor:


Minor in Latin American Studies

III.
List of all courses and requirements:

Attached








No new courses

IV.
Catalogue copy for all affected changes: 


It does not involve changes in pre-existing courses or departments, only an addition to the programs offered by the International Studies Program. The list of courses for the minor draws from already existing courses in several departments: History, Behavioral and Social Sciences, International Languages and Cultures, Film as well as International Studies, General Studies, Human Rights and Women Studies.

V. Rational for the proposal
a. What are the outcomes for the major/emphasis/minor/certificate?

      Learning Goals for the Minor in Latin American Studies

Students with a minor in Latin American studies should be able to:

1. Articulate a Latin American perspective on some significant international issues, seen the context of the history, politics, economy and culture of the region.

2. Articulate their appreciation of the degree of homogeneity that defines Latin America as a region, and at the same time some of the key sources of diversity and complexity in the region.

3. Develop enough facility in a language relevant in the region to be able to engage in simple conversations, to read a newspaper, and to acquire, should they choose, proficiency at a higher level.

b. How will these outcomes be assessed?

Given the fact that there is technically no way of knowing who is minoring in a specific field, we have no way of tracking down all the students who may be doing Latin America as a minor.

Unlike most minors however, the Minor in Latin American Studies does have some required core courses—6 credit hours— that specifically address the above learning goals set for this minor. The Latin American Studies Committee will require that the learning goals set for this minor are stated in the syllabi of those required courses and will see that the course specific learning objectives, content and organization comply with the goals for the minor. 

By passing those required core courses, we would have ensured that the students minoring in Latin American Studies attain the learning goals for this minor.

The list of courses from which the students can obtain the remaining 12 credit hours are courses that already form part of the International Studies Major with emphasis in Latin America, as are also the required courses.

c. Why is this being proposed? What problem will it address?
d. What research has been done and what evidence does the departments/Programs have of the need for and interest in it?

The proposal for the creation of a Minor in Latin American Studies obeys the following reasons:

1. Since the creation of the International Studies major with an emphasis in Latin American Studies in May of 2001, we have observed a low enrollment in this particular emphasis. However, we have high enrollment in the classes themselves. This suggests students are enthusiastic about Latin America but unable or unwilling to complete all the requirements necessary for a major.
2. In the Fall of 2003, we questioned students in ISTL 1000 Introduction to International Studies, ISTL 1100 Introduction to Latin American Studies and ISTL 2450 Twentieth Century Latin America, about their potential interest in majoring in International Studies with an Emphasis in Latin American Studies with no major success.
3. One of the required courses, ISTL 1100 Introduction to Latin American Studies, was developed and taught by an adjunct faculty who is no longer at Webster. The full time faculty who could currently teach this course, have to fulfill the teaching of required courses for the majors in their own departments and this course would result in an overload for them. Until enrollment in this course increases, we cannot attract an adjunct faculty to teach this course. Full time faculty will teach it but not on regular basis
In view of the above reasons, and with the aim of implementing and stimulating international education and awareness, it is our belief that the creation of a Minor in Latin American Studies will address the above problems in the following way:

1. & 2.The number of credits required for the minor (18) are fewer and therefore easier to complete than the 36 credits of the emphasis. The language requirement is also lower --high intermediate for the minor versus advanced for the major-- and easier to achieve since students can test out and do not necessarily need a higher language competence to fulfill the required credits for this minor. We hope that the creation of this minor stimulates students interest in Latin America, making it easier for them to deepen into the field and open their expectations and desire to continue studying Latin America, be it for their future careers, be it by deciding to major rather than minor in Latin American Studies.

3.  We have not eliminated ISTL 1100 from the minor’s curriculum because we think it is a useful course that may become viable as the minor and the International Studies major grows over time. However, we have sorted the problem it posed by means of alternative courses with similar content that are already regularly taught at Webster --SPAN 3150, taught in Spanish or FORL 2150, taught in English--. We hope that the minor will attract enough interest among the students for us to offer ISTL 1100 regularly in the future.

The existing emphasis in Latin America within the International Studies major remains as an emphasis or area of concentration for potential interested students, subject to larger revisions in the major that will come before you.
e. How would it fit with departmental philosophy and existing curriculum?

f. How would it fit with the philosophy and existing curriculum of the School/College and the University?
International and interdisciplinary in nature, the minor in Latin American studies, contributes "to give students specialized and general global knowledge, second language skills, and significant international experience" (Undergraduate Studies Catalogue, 193) since, if the student so desires, may complete some of the work in a foreign country relevant to Latin America. The minor in Latin American Studies therefore, contributes to and strengthens the mission of the International Studies Program. By doing so, it also complies with the “international vision and mission” of Webster University. 
This minor contributes to “implementing co-curricular programs to ensure appropriate emphasis on global citizenship, including international and cross-cultural learning experiences” (Webster University Strategic Plan Vision)
The minor in Latin American Studies specifically addresses the following points stated in the mission of the University, while strengthening all the others:
· promotes international perspectives in the curriculum and among students and faculty;

· encourages in its students a critical cast of mind, a respect for diversity, and an understanding of their own and others’ values;

· fosters in its students a lifelong desire to learn and a commitment to contribute actively to their communities and the world;

· educates diverse populations locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally;

The strong presence of Latin America within the University’s curricular component is crucial for the formation of global citizens. Latin America is not only the US’s closet neighbor but Hispanics are also the fastest growing group, and already the largest minority within our borders. For these reasons, and the multiple implications they bear on our current society, knowing and understanding Latin America, becomes an essential component of anyone’s integral education.  
g. Are there existing courses in other departments/programs that are appropriate for inclusion in this proposal? 
Yes. The list of courses for the minor draws from already existing courses in several departments: History, Behavioral and Social Sciences, International Languages and Cultures, Film as well as International Studies, General Studies, Human Rights and Women Studies.
h. What sites will it be available on? Webster Groves, Saint Louis.
i. If the proposal is for a new prefix what entity will be responsible for scheduling and evaluating the courses?
It is not for a new prefix
VI.
Staffing Information

a. No changes nor additions are necessary to implement this minor

b. It will be coordinated through the Latin American Studies Committee.

VII.
Feasibility Information

a. No new resources are necessary for this minor

b. Regarding the projections of enrollment and growth for this minor, given the current low enrollment in the emphasis in Latin America, we hope that this minor helps to strengthen a gradually build up a greater interest in the major. This minor should be relatively easy to achieve for majors in History, International Relations, Political Science, Spanish and Human Rights.

VIII.
What entities have reviewed and approved this proposal?

The curriculum subcommittee of International Studies has approved the creation and proposal of this minor
The Chair of ISC, Dr. Kathy Corley
The Interim-Director of the CIE, Dr. Thomas Finan.
The Latin American Studies Committee, Dr. Graciela Corvalán, Dr. Dan Hellinger,      Dr. Silvia Navia
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