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Appendix 3

Catalog copy for International Human Rights

International Human Rights at Webster University

The International Human Rights program at Webster University seeks to encourage greater understanding of international human rights standards, problems and solutions. It provides four organized curricular options for students interested in the study of human rights and careers in human rights and humanitarian support, study, advocacy and protection: a major, a minor, a certificate program and an emphasis within the International Studies program.

International Human Rights Major

Degree Requirements

· 37 required credit hours

· 27 general education credit hours

· 64 elective credit hours

Students will complete 37 credit hours as specified below with a grade of C or better, and must display foreign language competence. (This requirement can be met by taking 12 sequential credit hours in a foreign language or by passing an intermediate-level proficiency examination and will be waived for students whose native language is not English and who are studying in English.) 

In the final semester of study, each student must register for HRTS 4600 Senior Overview (1 credit hour) and submit an overview paper. This project will include a summation of the student’s academic work in the major, an evaluation of that work in terms of the student’s field experiences and an evaluation of the student’s field experiences in terms of the academic work. 

Required courses:

· HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 1500 Current Problems in Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 3500 International Human Rights Law 3 hours 

· HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 4500 Human Rights Field Experience* 3 hour

· HRTS 4600 Senior Overview* 1 hour
· PHIL 2300 Social and Political Philosophy (AKA POLT 1070) 3 hours

Elective courses:

18 hours from among the following, including at least 9 hours from courses with an HRTS prefix:

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Sociocultural Factors behind Migration and Refugee Movements 1–4 hours

· ANSO 3400 Gender and Sex Roles 3 hours

· ANSO 3930 Social Differentiation 3 hours

· ANSO 3960 Ethnic and Minority Relations 3 hours

· ENGL 1060 Protest Literature 3 hours

· ETHC 1000 Issues and Problems in Ethics 1 hour

· HIST 2450 Third World 3 hours

· HRTS 3160 Human Rights in Film: Documentaries 3 hours

· HRTS 3170 Human Rights in Film: Narrative Films 3 hours

· HRTS 3200 Human Rights in Latin America 3 hours

· HRTS 3210 Prejudice and Discrimination 3 hours

· HRTS 3400 Human Rights and the Environment 3 hours

· HRTS 3600 Genocide and the Holocaust 3 hours

· HRTS 3700 Human Rights and Business 3 hours

· ISTL 1000 Introduction to International Studies 3 hours

· INTL 1500 The World System Since 1500 3 hours

· INTL 2030 International Law 3 hours

· INTL 3300 Governments and Politics of Eastern Europe 3 hours

· MEDC 2800 Cultural Diversity in the Media 3 hours

· MULC 2010 American Cultural Pluralism 3 hours

· PHIL 2320 Contemporary Moral Problems 3 hours

· PHIL 2340 Ethics, Health Care, and Technology 3 hours

· PHIL 2360 Environmental Ethics 3 hours

· PHIL 3350 Philosophical Ethics 3 hours

· PHIL 3360 Ethics for Cyberspace 3 hours

· PHIL 3370 Philosophy and Women 3 hours

· POLT 1080 Introduction to Comparative Politics 3 hours

· POLT 2550 The Politics of Development 3 hours

· RELG 2050 Religion and Human Values 3 hours

International Human Rights Minor

18 credit hours taken at Webster University as specified below. Nine credit hours must be at the 3000 level or above. All courses for the minor must be completed with a grade of C or better.
Required courses:

· HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 1500 Current Problems in Human Rights 3 hours

Elective courses:

12 hours from among the following, including at least 6 hours from courses with an HRTS prefix:

· HRTS 3160 Human Rights in Film: Narrative Films 3 hours

· HRTS 3170 Human Rights in Film: Documentaries 3 hours

· HRTS 3200 Human Rights in Latin America 3 hours

· HRTS 3210 Prejudice and Discrimination 3 hours

· HRTS 3400 Human Rights and the Environment 3 hours

· HRTS 3500 International Human Rights Law 3 hours 

· HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 3600 Genocide and the Holocaust 3 hours

· HRTS 3700 Human Rights and Business 3 hours

· HRTS 4500 Human Rights Field Experience. 1-6 hours

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Sociocultural Factors behind Migration and Refugee Movements 1–4 hours

· ANSO 3400 Gender and Sex Roles 3 hours

· ANSO 3930 Social Differentiation 3 hours

· ANSO 3960 Ethnic and Minority Relations 3 hours

· ENGL 1060 Protest Literature 3 hours

· ETHC 1000 Issues and Problems in Ethics 

· HIST 2450 Third World 3 hours

· INTL 1500 The World System Since 1500 3 hours

· INTL 2030 International Law 3 hours

· INTL 3300 Governments and Politics of Eastern Europe 3 hours 

· ISTL 1000 Introduction to International Studies 3 hours

· MEDC 2800 Cultural Diversity in the Media 3 hours

· MULC 2010 American Cultural Pluralism 3 hours

· PHIL 2320 Contemporary Moral Problems

· PHIL 2340 Ethics, Health Care, and Technology 3 hours

· PHIL 2360 Environmental Ethics 3 hours

· PHIL 3350 Philosophical Ethics

· PHIL 3360 Ethics for Cyberspace 3 hours

· PHIL 3370 Philosophy and Women 3 hours

· POLT 1080 Introduction to Comparative Politics 3 hours

· POLT 2550 The Politics of Development 3 hours

· RELG 2050 Religion and Human Values 3 hours

International Human Rights Certificate 

Requirements

· HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 4500 Human Rights Field Experience 3 hours

One course from each of three following groups. Each group represents areas that have much to offer in understanding human rights. The courses have been chosen to introduce students to the type of contribution these disciplines offer.

History, Politics, and Law

· HIST 2450 Third World 3 hours

· HRTS 1500 Current Problems in Human Rights 3 hours

· HRTS 3500 International Human Rights Law 3 hours

· POLT 1080 Introduction to Comparative Politics 3 hours

· POLT 2550 The Politics of Development 3 hours

· INTL 1500 The World System Since 1500 3 hours

· INTL 2030 International Law 3 hours

· INTL 3300 Governments and Politics of Eastern Europe 3 hours

Behavioral and Social Sciences

· ANSO 1070 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 3 hours

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Sociocultural Factors behind Migration and Refugee Movements 1–4 hours

· ANSO 3400 Gender and Sex Roles 3 hours

· ANSO 3930 Social Differentiation 3 hours

· ANSO 3960 Ethnic and Minority Relations 3 hours

· HRTS 3210 Prejudice and Discrimination 3 hours

· HRTS 3600 Genocide and the Holocaust 3 hours

· HRTS 3700 Human Rights and Business 3 hours

Communications, English, Philosophy and Religious Studies

· ENGL 1060 Protest Literature 3 hours

· HRTS 3160 Human Rights in Film 3 hours

· HRTS 3200 Human Rights in Latin America 3 hours

· HRTS 3400 Human Rights and the Environment 3 hours

· MULC 2010 American Cultural Pluralism 3 hours

· MEDC 2800 Cultural Diversity in the Media 3 hours

· PHIL 2320 Contemporary Moral Problems: Emphasis in Global Moral Issues 3 hours

· RELG 2050 Religion and Human Values 3 hours

Demonstration of competence in a foreign language equivalent to two years of college-level study is also required.

International Human Rights Course Listings

HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights (3)

Introduces students to the philosophic and political background of the concept of human rights. Discusses important documents as part of the history of the development of human rights theories. Examines important issues in current political and ethical debates about human rights. Reviews core legal documents and the work of the most important governmental and nongovernmental institutions currently involved in human rights protection and promotion. Examines at least one current problem area in human rights protection.

HRTS 1500 Current Problems in Human Rights (3)

At any given time, there are approximately 20 million refugees, 30 wars of various sizes, and scores of governments violating citizens' rights with varying degrees of brutality. This course will review current areas of concern to human rights advocates paying special attention to obtaining current information, evaluating sources, and understanding the actions of violators in terms of current human rights standards.

HRTS 3160 Human Rights in Film: Documentaries (3)

We’ll look at and talk about films and videos that explore serious human rights concerns. In doing so, along with reading and writing about the films -- and the situations or problems depicted in them -- we should learn a fair bit about these specific films, documentary films in general, the situations depicted, human rights, and the human condition. Each film will be discussed in terms of the human rights issues raised; relevant international human rights standards; appropriate historical, philosophical, and political background; and the methods used by the filmmakers to get their messages across. Cross-listed with FILM 3160 and PHIL 3110. May be repeated for credit if content differs.
HRTS 3170 Human Rights in Film: Narrative Films (3)

We’ll look at and talk about narrative films and videos that explore serious human rights concerns. In doing so, along with reading and writing about the films -- and the situations or problems depicted in them -- we should learn a fair bit about these specific films, narrative films in general, the situations depicted, human rights, and the human condition. Each film will be discussed in terms of the human rights issues raised; relevant international human rights standards; appropriate historical, philosophical, and political background; and the methods used by the filmmakers to get their message across. Cross-listed with FILM 3160 and PHIL 3110. May be repeated for credit if content differs.

HRTS 3200 Human Rights in Latin America (3)

Examines the conditions in selected Latin American countries in the 1960s and 1970s that led to the human rights abuses of the 1970s and 1980s. Investigates the impact of those abuses on the politics and society in those countries. The approach may vary from semester to semester, ranging from the historical to the literary. Prerequisites: PSYC 1030 and 6 credit hours of psychology or permission of the instructor.

HRTS 3210 Prejudice and Discrimination (3)

Focus of the course will be on the essential features of stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. Examines inter-group relations as they pertain to such socially defined boundaries as race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, ethnicity, ability, appearance, and socioeconomic status. We will look at how standards regarding international human rights discrimination and violations are handled by the international community. Addresses impact on life in the U.S. and elsewhere, and what measures, if any, can be taken to reduce stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. Cross-listed with ANSO 3000 and PSYC 3000.

HRTS 3400 Human Rights and the Environment (3)

A clean environment, safe from human-created hazards, has increasingly been argued to be a human right. This course examines the arguments and the status of environmental rights under the present international framework.

HRTS 3500 International Human Rights Law (3)

Briefly introduces the idea of international law and examines the development of international human rights law from its origins through successive generations of thinking and institutionalization to the present. Examines conventions, monitoring, conformity and violation, attempts at enforcement, and current controversies.

HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights (3)

Examines the historical development of theories of human rights and their relation to civil liberties, international law, social organization, and different conceptions of community, individualism, and the state. Also examines the most significant human rights documents in their historical context. May focus on specific cases and questions of current concern. Prerequisite: POLT 1070 or PHIL 2300. Cross-listed with PHIL 3590 and POLT 3590.

HRTS 3600 Genocide and the Holocaust (3)

Examines the nature of evil and its impact on victims and perpetrators; differences between genocide, democide, ethnocide, and other forms of mass violence; the interaction of psychological, sociological, cultural, and/or political roots of evil, human cruelty, mass violence, and genocide; Staub's theory of evil and the application of this theory to the perpetration of genocide and mass violence in Nazi Germany, Turkey, Cambodia, and Argentina; the nature of bystander behavior and the impact of bystander behavior on the perpetration of genocide; the interrelationship between genocide and war; and the question of what can be done to prevent human cruelty, mass violence, and genocide. Cross-listed with ANSO 3500 and PSYC 3500 when appropriate.

HRTS 3700 Human Rights and Business (3)

Human rights standards are often incorporated into the civil law of nations, but not always—and often incompletely. Business practice is generally required to conform to national law, but businesses operating internationally are also under pressure to conform to international human rights standards. The course examines conformity of national and international business with relevant human rights standards and the pressures leading toward greater conformity or increased violation.

HRTS 4500 Human Rights Field Experience (3)

For students undertaking either travel and research into a specific human rights topic or area through direct contact with the material or people studied, outside academic confines, or experience working in an organization whose mission includes work in the area of international human rights. Requires prior and follow-up consultation with an appropriate faculty member approved by the director of the Human Rights program or a site academic director. The student must prepare a portfolio, to include an advance description of the intended field and/or work experience and, whichever is appropriate, either a projected itinerary; documentation of the travel and experiences; and a summary of and formal reflection on those experiences, or a description of the projected work experience and a summary of and formal reflection on the work experience. Prerequisite: HRTS 1100 and approval of the director of the Human Rights program or the site academic director.
HRTS 4600 Overview (1)

A critical examination of the Human Rights Field Experience in light of other academic work in the major and vice versa, with the student preparing an individual paper reflecting significant mastery of the methods and content of academic work in the major. Prerequisites: Senior standing or permission of instructor. Student must have already taken and passed HRTS 4500 or be enrolled in it concurrently.
