Appendix 4

Support for the University’s educational mission

The University, in the person of the V-P for Academic Affairs signed off on earlier versions of the human rights program and, through the Associate Vice-President for Academic Affairs has continually offered support. The most important element of the fit, as I think they see it, is the intrinsically international nature of the program. 

The human rights curriculum also supports five other elements of our mission, that the University

* develops educational programs that join theory and practice, and instill in students the spirit of systematic inquiry.

* promotes international perspectives in the curriculum and among students and faculty.

* encourages in its students a critical perspective, a respect for diversity, and an understanding of their own and others' values.

* fosters in its students a lifelong desire to learn and a commitment to contribute actively to their communities and the world.

* strengthens the communities it serves through support of civic, cultural, corporate and educational organizations.

* fosters in its students a lifelong desire to learn and a commitment to contribute actively to their communities and the world.

and six of the nine general education goals 

* Critical Thinking (a systematic method of examining and evaluating arguments).

* Communications (writing and speaking that are clear, concise, and accurate when conveyed to a broad audience).

* Historical Consciousness (recognition of causes, relationships, and sequences within seemingly random social and historical events).

* Humanities (analysis of the themes of human experience through the legacy of great works and ideas).

* Values (critical reflection on the attitudes and beliefs relevant to individual and social choices and actions).

* Cultural Understanding (examination and comparison of international and/or diverse cultures).
