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          Appendix 5

Sample Syllabus

HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights
Course Description and Objectives

As an introduction to human rights, this course will give the student a brief introduction to the most important elements of the history and theory of human rights and a thorough treatment of the core legal instruments protecting human rights. It will introduce the international actors involved in human rights protection and examine the most important issues/questions in current the human rights debate.  The student should emerge from the course having 

1) an understanding of generally accepted international  human rights standards, 

2) an introductory familiarity with  widely discussed theories of human rights and criticism of those theories 

3) some knowledge of the recent history of human rights violations 

4) some knowledge of how individuals and groups can seek remedy for abuses, 

5) some knowledge of the roles governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations and individuals play in the process of human rights protection.

The course will employ the following methods: lecture, group discussion, debate, outside speakers, area experts, films, newspaper articles, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch reports.

Your attendance, class participation and preparation of assignments are mandatory.  Incomplete assignments are not acceptable, and assignments and exam grades will be marked down if turned in late.  In class assignments may be given at random, so your grade will be affected negatively if you miss class.  If you are having any problem meeting these requirements, please see me prior to discuss the problem. Flexibility with the syllabus on class topics may be necessary, as we will be trying to include outside speakers and covering current events.

Course Requirements and Grading

1. Class participation includes regular attendance, contributing in class discussions and group activities (15%)

2. Readings and home assignments for class preparation, written exercises, quizzes and class assignments (25%)

3. One in-class oral presentation (15%)

4. Midterm Exam (20%)

5. Final Exam (5-8 page paper)* (25%)

Note on outcomes: The quality of student work (reports, assignments, presentations, papers, quizzes, exams) will be evaluated according to the following standard: the degree to which the student has explained, orally and/or in adequate if not exceptional prose, whichever is appropriate, to the satisfaction of a trained professional, key elements of the subject matter to be explained.

Plagiarism 

Avoid it. Using others’ work and passing it as your own will meet with disciplinary action.  If you do not understand what is or is not acceptable, please make an appointment with me to discuss.

Text-

Jack Donnelly, International Human Rights 

Handouts will be distributed in class for additional readings, assignments or as resource material.

Class Schedule 




Topic 




Read/Home Assignment

August 25
Intro to Human Rights- Definitions


August 27
Emergence of Human Rights


Chapter 1

Sept1

Labor Day –no class


Sept 3

Theories of Human Rights


Ch 2 and Discussion  Question 

Sept 8 

Mechanisms, HR Laws


Read Handouts (The UDHR, CERD, 









CEDAW

Sept 10
UN Mechanisms (guest speaker)

Ch 4

Sept 15
Film: Missing
Sept 17
The Southern Cone (guest speaker)

Ch 3

Sept 22
International Organizations

Sept 24
Film: Rwanda:Forsaken Cries
Sept 29
HR Law and Humanitarian Law

Handouts distributed in class



Tribunals and Courts (guest speaker)

Oct 1

Community Service – no class

Oct 6

Class Presentations on HR Issues

(Guidelines discussed in class)

Oct 8

Class Presentations on HR Issues

Oct 13

Analysis of case studies


Bring law handouts to class

Oct 15

Human Rights and Foreign Policy

Ch 5 and Discussion Question

Oct 17

Midterm Exam

Oct 20-22
Fall Break

Oct 27 

Human Rights Issues in Asia


Ch 6 (and handouts in class)

Oct 29

Film: Part 1:Death of Yugoslavia 

Ch 7

Nov 3

Film: Part 2:Death of Yugoslavia

Nov 5

Film: Part 3: Death of Yugoslavia

Nov 10 
Discussion of the Yugoslav case study

Nov 12

Monitoring Human Rights 

Nov 17

Library,  Research 

Nov 19

Refugees, UNHCR and country responsibility   Handouts 

Nov 24

HR and Refugee Issues (guest speaker)

Nov 26

Group Activities on HR issues

Dec 1

In-class written assignment

Dec 3

Film: The Shadow of Hate


Ch 8

Dec 8

Current issues in HR- open discussion

Dec 10

Review for Final

Dec 15

Final Exam Week



HRTS 1500 Current Problems in Human Rights

Course Description and Objectives

The focus of this course is to explore ongoing and current problems in human rights.  To this end we will review human rights norms and practices, examine ongoing and current human right crises and the tensions (social, political, economic, cultural, legal, etc) that challenge effective resolution. The class will proceed by case studies, evaluating the effectiveness of different methods of intervention and developing recommendations for protection of human rights. Students will learn by the end of the course how to research a problematic situation, how to write recommendations/appeals for action, and how to advocate effectively for resolution of real world problems.

Course Outline

Preliminary work will include discussion of the following topics

1. Introduction to definitions and theories 

2. Introduction to the UDHR and the International Bill of Human Rights

3. How do the laws apply  

4. Introduction to organizations  

5. Human rights law vs. international humanitarian law

and the following methodological elements 

6. Analysis of Opposing Viewpoints –understanding the issues

7. Analysis for public policy/action  - the “white paper”

The largest part of the semester will involve research, presentation of findings and evaluation of recommendation regarding specific current and ongoing human rights problems. Some will have a geographic focus; others will have a topical focus. Possible areas of focus, the final list will be decided with input from class members, includes

· Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide: Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur 

· Cultural Relativism: custom and religion in the public domain 

      (FGM, headscarves in the west, Islamic Sharia/criminal law, etc)  

· U.S. and global standard setting (i.e. protection against torture?)  

The final weeks will focus on the relation between theory and implementation in human rights practices and the presentation and evaluation of individual projects.

Course Requirements

Class attendance and participation (20% of grade):

Class attendance is required.  If there is a reason that you cannot make class, you must inform the instructor via email prior to the absence.  For every two classes missed (with or without excuse), your grade for class attendance and participation will decrease by one grade point. Participation in class discussion is required and will also affect your grade. 

Readings, class assignments (30% of grade)

1) The required text and readings for this course are listed on this syllabus. Following the text readings will be questions for analysis (see class schedule).  You are expected to write answers for all assignments by the date indicated on the schedule.  Late papers will be marked down 1 grade point.  Handwritten papers are not acceptable.  

2) You are required to read one of the following newspapers throughout the semester.  Eventually you will feel comfortable scanning the newspapers for important and relevant human rights problems.  My suggestions (accessible in the library or on-line at no cost): Washington Post; New York Times; or The Christian Science Monitor.  If you have a favorite paper that provides sophisticated world news coverage - that is acceptable. You will be asked at random to share information from that publication on issues that provide insight to HR problems. We will try to familiarize ourselves with current topics as well as understanding a few human rights problems in depth through readings, class exercises, presentations and discussions.  

3) You may be responsible for assigned readings from handouts, readings on regular reserve (at Webster Emerson library) or on electronic reserve.  If you have any problems with access to the electronic reserve readings, please ask a Webster librarian for assistance.
Oral Presentation (with group/partner) (20% of grade)

You will work with a partner to write a public policy “white paper” and present your appeal to the class on an assigned topic. How to create an effective white paper analysis will be discussed in class.  The object of the presentation is for student teams to engage in research, analysis and creative to problem solving.

.  

You will turn in a bibliography of sources used, but no paper is required for this assignment.  It is recommended that you write out your white paper presentation and organize the oral presentation according to the method of public policy white papers (which, again, will be explained in detail).  Visual aids are welcome to enhance your presentation.  The oral presentation will take the place of a mid term exam. 

Final Presentation and Paper (30% of grade)
The final individual paper and presentation will be on the topic area of your own choosing.  The assignment is to focus on an aspect of how a particular group, society or individual is challenging a current human rights problem and how they have or could emerge for the better.  This should be of current social and political relevance.  You will use the “white paper” format, but “recommendations” may be substituted for “lessons learned” if presenting a currently resolved problem. The goal of this assignment is to find a human rights success story (yes, they are out there!).  Your project should elicit a discussion with the class on how these lessons learned could effect further protections in human rights.  You will be asked to turn in a topic description prior to the presentation date.     

Papers will be presented orally on the last two days of class, with some time for questions and discussion. The final draft of your paper will be due during finals week.   

Note: Papers written must be original thought and original work.  Plagiarism will result in an F for the class and will be reported to academic advising.  Academic violations include recycled papers from past classes and failing to cite sources, so you must be careful to document appropriately and provide original thought and analysis.  If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please see me prior to turning in your paper.    

Note on outcomes:  The quality of student work (reports, assignments, presentations, papers) will be evaluated according to the following standard: the degree to which the student has explained, orally and/or in adequate if not exceptional prose, whichever is appropriate, to the satisfaction of an appropriately trained professional, key elements (including relevant norms and practices, the most important actors and their roles, determining historical antecedents and strategies for resolution) of the human rights problems being analyzed.

Texts and reading materials:

1. Please buy the following text at the bookstore: Human Rights: Opposing Viewpoints. Laura Egendorf (ed). Greenhaven Press. 2003.

2. Please download the following material from the University of Minnesota’s Human Rights Library at <http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/treaties.htm>.

Please browse through all the human rights instruments provided on the list.  You will want to refer to this page frequently for specific human rights documents.  You are required to print the following 7 laws in their entirety for reference in class (click: Complete List of Treaties & Other Instruments). 

INTERNATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. res. 217A (III), U.N. Doc A/810 at 71 (1948).

2. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, G.A. res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 49, U.N. Doc. A/6316 (1966), 993 U.N.T.S. 3, entered into force Jan. 3, 1976.

3. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, G.A. res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 52, U.N. Doc. A/6316 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171, entered into force Mar. 23, 1976.

3A. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, G.A. res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 59, U.N. Doc. A/6316 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 302, entered into force March 23, 1976.

3B. Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, G.A. res. 44/128, annex, 44 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 49) at 207, U.N. Doc. A/44/49 (1989), entered into force July 11, 1991.
PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF RACE, RELIGION, OR BELIEF; AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES
4. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 660 U.N.T.S. 195, entered into force Jan. 4, 1969.
WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS
5. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, G.A. res. 34/180, 34 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 46) at 193, U.N. Doc. A/34/46, entered into force Sept. 3, 1981.

PROTECTION FROM TORTURE, ILL-TREATMENT AND DISAPPEARANCE

6. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, G.A. res. 39/46, annex, 39 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 51) at 197, U.N. Doc. A/39/51 (1984), entered into force June 26, 1987.

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM

7. Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, 189 U.N.T.S. 150, entered into force April 22, 1954.

Class Schedule






Assignment Due

Jan 18/T 
Introduction 








Jan 20/Th 
History and Definitions





Jan 25/T 
Human Rights Models and Theories 


Reading on reserve

Jan 27/TH 
The UDHR 





Read UDHR

Feb 1/T 
Human Rights Laws 



Read ICCPR & CESCR

Feb 3/Th 
Readings/discussion from Chapter 1 


VP Qs 1, 2, 3, 4




Feb 8/T 
Human Rights Mechanisms and Organizations (film/PP)  

Feb 10/Th 
Identifying rights violations exercise 

Feb 15/T 
Current problems - case studies      


News Analysis

Feb 17/Th 
Readings/discussion from Chapter 2  

VP Q 1, 2, 3, 4

Feb 22/T 
Video

Feb 24/Th 
Analysis of a white paper

HRW Report  (electronic reserve)

Mar 1/T 
Readings/Discussion from Chapter 3 


VP Qs 3, 4, 5, 6

Mar 3/Th
International Humanitarian Law


CH 4 VP 1, 2 

Mar 8/T 
State of Women’s Rights

CH 2 VP 5, 6 & CH 4 VP 3, 4 

Mar 10/TH 
Monitoring/Protection of Human Rights

CH 4 VP 5, 6  

Spring Break (no classes March 15 and 17)

Mar 22 
Group presentations 




Presentations due

Mar 24 - April 28   Current Problems, to be decided   

May 3 

Individual Project presentations


Presentation due

May 5 

Individual Project presentations


Presentation due 

Finals week (May 9 – 12)




Final Paper due 

HRTS 3590 Theories of Human Rights
Course description:  

This course will be organized around two themes: 

(1) tracing the development of theories of international human rights and 

(2) testing those theories by reviewing both alternate theories and by examining their application to a recent, important case.

After a general overview of current human rights law we will briefly examine older, historically important theories of human rights, beginning with the natural law theories of Aquinas and Grotius.

Next, to provide a grounding in one more recent case, we will study the origins, conduct and aftermath of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 

Thirdly, we will examine, in more detail, writings of recent leading theorists, including Kymlicka, Rawls, Shutes and Waltzer, paying special attention to the following hotly debated issues:

What rights accrue to ethnic, national and religious minorities in multi-cultural 

(-ethnic, -national, -religious) societies? What obligations are imposed on these groups by virtues of membership in the larger society? What limits does the presence of such groups impose on the larger society?

What obligations accrue to the international community (and/or individual nations) to intervene when massive, flagrant and systematic violations of human rights occur? What are appropriate limits to intervention?

What is the relation between economic rights and political and civil rights and how does one assess particular economic rights claims?

Finally, we will test theoretical models by examining their applicability to concrete situations, especially the Rwandan example.

Course objective:

 Familiarity with widely discussed theories of human rights and criticism of those theories.

Course Outcome

Ability to explain, both orally and in adequate if not exceptional prose, to an appropriately trained professional, an outline of the content, some key insights, and the most commonly made criticisms of widely discussed theories of human rights.

Requirements: 

Careful reading and regular attendance

Research into some aspect of the Rwanda genocide, its antecedents or its aftermath, and a report to the class on that research.

A 3-4 page paper reviewing the adequacy one of the theories Lukes considers and against the positions Benn and Peters take (either in the chapter on civil and political rights or the chapter on property and economic rights.)

A 10-12 page paper critically analyzing some aspect of the writings of Kymlicka, Rawls, Shutes or Waltzer (or their critics) and a report to the class on the topic of the paper. 

Text:

Unfortunately, there is no text or book of readings that covers this material well. Required readings from the list, below, will be on electronic reserve in the Emerson Library. 

Reading List

1) Table 1.1, Internationally Recognized Human Rights,  p. 9, in International Human Rights by Jack Donnelly  (Westview Press, 1993)

2) Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UN 1948)

3) Thomas Aquinas, selections from Summa Theologica in Jene M. Porter, editor, Classics in Political Philosophy (Prentice Hall – Canada,  1989)

4) Chapter 4 ,“A Cry in the Wilderness, ” pp. 35-53 in Hope for Rwanda by Andre Sibomana (Pluto Press, 1999) plus chronology pp. xv-xxiii

5) Chapter 1, pp. 15-24, of We Wish to Inform You ... by Philip Gourevitch (Picador, 1998)

6) “History” from Leave None To Tell The Story: Genocide in Rwanda,  Human Rights Watch, March 1999 http://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/rwanda/Geno1-3-09.htm
7) “Anarchy and Madness” by Timothy Garton Ash in New York Review of Books, Feb. 10, 2000

8) “Five Fables Concerning Human Rights” by Steven Lukes, PP. 19-40, in On Human Rights, the Oxford Amnesty Lectures 1993 (Basic Books, 1995)

9) Section I (Three Basic Rights,) Chapter 1, “Security and Subsistence”, pp.11-35, in Basic Rights: Subsistence, Affluence, and U.S. Foreign Policy, by Henry Shue, 2d ed. (University Press, 1980)

10) S. I, Benn and R. S. Peters, Chapter 5, “Justice and Equality,” and Chapter 6, “Justice and the Distribution of Income," in The Principles of Political Thought”

11) John Rawls, "Distributive Justice", 1967,  in Laslett and Runciman, eds., Philosophy, Politics, and Society
12) “The New Tribalism: notes on a difficult problem” by Michael Waltzer, pp.322-332, in The Nationalism Reader, edited by Omar Dahbour and Micheline R. Ishay (Humanities Press, 1995)

13) “We Need New and Critical Study of Race and Ethnicity”, By Manning Marable, Chronicle of Higher Education, February 25, 2000

14) “Individual Rights and Collective Rights,” Ch.3, pp. 34-48 and “Toleration and Its Limits,” Ch.8, pp. 152-72 in Multicultural Citizenship  by Will Kymlicka

15) “The Law of Peoples” by John Rawls, pp. 41-82 in On Human Rights, the Oxford Amnesty Lectures 1993 (Basic Books, 1995)

Weekly schedule:
Week 1
Introduction. Brief history of the idea of human rights.  Lists of human rights and how and why they differ. Classical natural law theory (Aquinas, Grotius)

Week 2
Different kinds of rights. (Readings: excerpt from Encyclopedia of Philosophy) Different kinds of human rights? Positive v. negative.  Civil and political v. economic and social. (Reading: Henry Shue, "Rights in the Light of Duties")

Week 3
Different kinds of rights, continued. (Readings: Benn and Peters, chapters 5, 6 and 7.) 

Week 4
Different theories of human rights (Reading: Lukes) Paper #1: Choose one of the theories Lukes considers and test its adequacy against the considerations Benn and Peters raise (either in the chapter on civil and political rights or the chapter on property and economic rights.)

Week 5
Background to the Rwandan genocide of 1993 (Readings: Gourevich, Sibomana, HWR) Student research assignment on the .

Week 6
The Rwandan Genocide and the international response. Film: “Faces of Evil”.

Week 7
Student reports on the Rwandan genocide. 

Week 8
Minorities, citizenship and human rights (Reading; Kyimlycka, chapters 3 and 8)

Week 9
A pragmaticc theory of minority rights (Reading: Walzer) 
Weeks 10
A more systematic theory of the proper role of human rights in the relations among nations.  (Reading: Rawls, “The Law of Peoples)
Week 11
Rawls continued.

Week 12
Race and ethnicity revisted (Reading:  Marable)

Week 13
Economic rights revisited, One very influential theory Reading: Shue, “Security and Subsistence.”)

Week 14
One modern theory of economic rights  (Reading:  John Rawls, "Distributive Justice")

Weeks 15-16
Student reports on final paper topics.

