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Appendix 7

Administrative Location of Program
(1) It’s got to go somewhere: at this point and for the foreseeable future, it’s too small to warrant independent departmental status.

(2) The obvious choice is in the College of Arts and Sciences: while thoroughly and irreducibly interdisciplinary, the disciplines on which it draws are overwhelmingly within the traditional arts and sciences curriculum: philosophy, history, political science, international relations, law, social psychology.

(3) There are no precedents as to where an undergraduate human rights major should go; this will be the first undergraduate human rights major in the United States.

(4) There is no consensus, among U.S. Colleges and Universities with strong, organized human rights elements in their undergraduate curricula, as to location of such programs. Some are strongly philosophy based (e.g., University of Chicago.) Most are ad hoc arrangements where HR has been attached to some other (often non-traditional) program such as Peace Studies or to an area studies program (e.g., University of Dayton.) At the postgraduate level, one finds HR programs attached to International Relations, Public Policy or, more commonly, law schools.

(5) Candidates w/in the College of Arts and Sciences at Webster are:

(a) Philosophy 

(b) History, Politics and International Relations

(c) Behavioral and Social Sciences

(6) With regard to support for the Webster University program, each of the above has made important contributions in the form of offering HRTS courses cross-listed with departmental offerings. None has clearly outdone others in this regard. (PHIL and BASS are probably leaders here. The old Department of HP&L probably leads in non-HRTS courses acceptable as electives for the HR certificate.)

(7) With regard to faculty release time to teach HRTS courses, the philosophy department has been the only contributor and has supplied the primary organizational support.

(8) There are unique opportunities for synergy in the non-curricular programming between HREP and the Ethics Center, another philosophy based but interdisciplinary program and the proposed Ethics and Society degree within the Philosophy Department.

