Proposal for a Certificate Program in Buddhist Studies

I. Sponsoring Department: Religious Studies

II. Name of Certificate Program: Buddhist Studies

III. Courses and Certificate Requirements:

Completion of the certificate in Buddhist Studies requires 18 credits of course work, including the following:

1. Two required courses:


RELG 2075 Introduction to Buddhism





3 hours


ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Thai Ways—The Culture,


Politics and Economy of Thailand (Native Thai students excepted)

3 hours

2. At least one course (3 credits) from each of the following groups:


GROUP ONE—Socially Engaged Buddhism:


RELG 2420  Religion and Culture: Buddhism East and West


3 hours


RELG 2440  Religion & Social Action: Engaged Buddhism


3 hours


RELG 2440  Religion & Social Action: Engaged Buddhism in Asia

3 hours

RELG 2440  Religion & Social Action: Engaged Buddhism in Thailand

3 hours


RELG 2430  Environments & Religion: Buddhist Eco-Activism


3 hours


GROUP TWO—Buddhism and Society:


RELG 2400  Religion & the Arts: Buddhist Arts




3 hours


RELG 2430  Environments & Religion: Buddhism & Ecology


3 hours 


RELG 2500  Gender, Culture, & Religion: Women in Buddhism


3 hours

RELG 3030  Topics in Religion & Society: The Thai Temple/Monastery
3 hours


RELG 3030  Topics in Religion & Society (with Buddhist topic)

3 hours

3. An additional two elective courses (at least 6 credits) chosen from any course 

designated as part of the Buddhist Studies certificate program, including


courses listed above and the following:


RELG 2030  Contemporary Topics





3 hours


RELG 3070  Topics in Religion & Psychology: Meditation and Healing
3 hours

RELG 3120  Buddhism







3 hours


RELG 3600  Field Experience in Religion





1-6 hours


RELG 3605  International Field Experience in Religion



1-6 hours


RELG 4400  Spiritual Paths and Classics





3 hours


RELG 4550  Advanced Study in Religion




3 hours


RELG 4610  Directed  Readings, Research Project or Meditation Practicum
1-6 hours


FILM 3160  Topics in Film Studies: Buddhism in Film



3 hours


Topics courses or general umbrella courses within the Department of Religious Studies must have a formally listed Buddhist focus in order to count towards the certificate.

IV. Catalog Description

Despite its modest size, Thailand has the third largest population of Buddhists in the world, behind only China and Japan.  Buddhism has also enjoyed an unusually long period of continuity in Thailand.  As dramatic changes have swept through Thailand and Southeast Asia in the last 50 years, Buddhism has been both highly conservative and radically innovative.  Thai monk Buddhadasa Bhikkhu expressed both aspects when he called for a life of contemplative simplicity and social engagement to counteract the pressures of modern materialism.  It was Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh who first gave the name “Engaged Buddhism” to this form of religious practice.  Engaged Buddhism was his answer to fellow Buddhists who asked, as the Vietnam War raged, if they should continue their meditation practice or work to stop the war.  The engaged Buddhist response unites these two paths—the path of meditation and the path of work to relieve social suffering.  
The Buddhist Studies Certificate program of study in Cha-am, Thailand draws on Webster University’s strengths in Religious and International Studies to explore the complex social reality of Buddhism in Asia today.  We offer students a first-hand opportunity to study the cultural and spiritual roots of their host country, and to investigate the many ways in which contemporary Buddhists engage their changing social world—through grassroots activism as well as through art, ritual, philosophy, institutional reform, and political debate.

Completion of the certificate requires a minimum of 8-weeks residence and nine credit hours of coursework at the Cha-am campus.
We encourage students to approach Buddhism holistically, by embracing three forms of learning:

1) scholarship on Buddhism as a major world religious tradition;

2) face-to-face encounters with Thais and others who practice Buddhism; and

3) personal reflection that grows from grappling with Buddhism as a philosophy, as a form of transformational practice, and as a cultural reality.

Classroom discussions, field excursions, guest lectures, and opportunities for meditation practice are designed to create a multi-dimensional learning experience.

V. Discussion of the Rationale for this Proposal

A. Why is the certificate being offered?

The certificate program codifies an existing group of courses loosely known as the Buddhist Studies Program into a visible program.  This group of courses was offered at the Thailand campus in Spring 2003 and in Spring 2004.  From 2005 on, courses in Buddhist Studies are to be offered during every term, including Summer.  The certificate program also combines and optimizes the expertise offered by the religious studies faculty in this field and the opportunities for made possible by our campus in Thailand.

B. What evidence does the department program have of the need for and interest in the certificate program?
Study abroad students have indicated an interest in courses on Buddhism and Thai society from the very beginning.  A pilot field/classroom course on the Buddhist temple-monastery in Thailand in 2001 met with interest and enthusiasm.  Bob Goss and Ted Mayer designed a set of courses on Buddhism to coincide with Dr. Goss’ visit to the Cha’am campus in Spring of 2003.  All courses were well enrolled, at a time when the campus had an excess of courses in relation to the size of the student body.  The Buddhist Studies Program drew several students from outside the Webster system to the Webster campus in Cha’am.  These students came specifically for the Buddhist Studies courses.  Some Webster students have also inquired specifically about the certificate program, even though the program has not yet been approved or publicized.  The Religious Studies department has noted for many years that courses on Buddhism attract high enrollments and notably high levels of engagement from its students in St. Louis.

From a broader perspective, the increasing number of centers for Buddhist Studies around the world and the availability of academic positions in Buddhist Studies suggest a growing interest in this area.  Among centers for the study of Buddhism around the world, Webster University’s Buddhist Studies Program is unique in combining the following features: 1) It is an undergraduate program in an English-language medium located in Thailand, a society profoundly influenced by Buddhist ideas and practices.  (The influence of Buddhism on the peoples and institutions of Thailand is remarkable for its long period of continuity and for the high level of identification among Thais with Buddhist traditions.)  2) The program emphasizes the dynamic nature of Buddhism as it exists today by focusing on socially engaged Buddhism and on the manifold expressions of Buddhism in the real world of contemporary Thai and Southeast Asian society and culture. 

C. How would the certificate program fit with the department philosophy and existing curriculum?

The program fits well with the department’s emphasis on intellectual rigor, innovative approaches, and direct personal and practical experience in specific religious contexts.  The program in Cha’am has a strong focus on experiential learning through intensive field stays and excursions.  Also, Thai scholars and religious leaders will play an important part in teaching and practical guidance.  The certificate will consolidate an already-existing set and sequence of-courses into an identifiable unit that interested students can focus on and work to complete.  It also will enhance the department’s strong commitment to international opportunities for learning at Webster.

D. How would the certificate program fit with the philosophy and existing curriculum of the University?

Webster University Thailand carries on the tradition of broad liberal arts education begun nearly a century ago at Webster’s home campus in St. Louis, Missouri.  This tradition enables Webster University Thailand to make a unique contribution to Buddhist Studies in cooperation with Thai monks, scholars, and Buddhist experts.  Webster University’s tradition of liberal arts education emphasizes:

1) person–centered learning through small classes, close faculty-student relationships, and flexible course design

2) the promotion of international perspectives, respect for diversity, and the awareness and appreciation of different value systems

3) learning that joins theory and practice and highlights the role of direct personal experience in meeting pedagogical objectives, and

4) service to local communities.

At its Cha’am campus Webster University carries on this tradition and would do so in the Buddhist Studies certificate program with particular attention to the Thai socio-cultural context.

Furthermore, the Cha’am campus has a particularly diverse student body and is located in a culture that is markedly different in many respects from the home campus.  Thus building curriculum at the Cha’am campus around the “real-world” opportunities presented by the host culture in this case means that Buddhist scholars, monks, and lay men and women will be in a position to make genuinely new and unique contributions to the student experience and culture of the Webster University system as a whole.  This possibility clearly supports Webster University’s mission to increase appreciation for diversity in the current globalizing world.

E. Are there existing courses in other departments/programs which are appropriate for inclusion in this proposal? 

Yes.  The following courses are proposed:

ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Thai Ways—The Culture,

Politics and Economy of Thailand (Native Thai students excepted)

3 hours

FILM 3160 Topics in Film Studies: Buddhism in Film


3 hours

VI. Staffing Information:

A. What additions or change in staffing are necessary to implement this certificate program?

The fulltime and adjunct faculty of the Religious Studies department already offers well-established expertise in Buddhism.  Webster University Thailand has hired mostly locally and on an adjunct basis to staff its Buddhist Studies courses so far.  For the 2005-2006 academic year, they propose the hiring of one “permanent part-time,” teacher (one who teaches 4-5 courses per year on a regular basis) to teach Introduction to Buddhism courses and some of the more in-depth specialized courses the program in the next contract cycle.  This does not represent a major shift from our current faculty commitments.

B. How will this certificate program be administered or coordinated?


The program will be coordinated and administered by Ted Mayer, the Coordinator for Interdisciplinary Studies at Webster University Thailand, in close cooperation with the Rector of the Cha-am campus and the Department of Religious Studies at the St. Louis campus.

Several prominent Thai Buddhists have agreed to be advisors to this program.  They include:

Dhammananda Bhikkhu, first nun ordained in Thailand in the Theravada tradition.

Sulak Sivaraksa, renowned Buddhist social critic, writer, and activist, and

Phra Phaisan Visalo, a monk who is a key thinker in socially engaged Buddhist circles in Thailand

The coordinator will maintain regular communication with these advisors and the Religious Studies department and implement yearly reviews of the program and its direction.

VII. Feasibility Information:

A. What are the resources (space and equipment) necessary for this certificate program?

Current classroom space is sufficient for the Buddhism courses.  Some courses meet off-campus at Buddhist temples or retreat centers for part or all of the duration of the course.

Additional electronic equipment (good quality TVs, DVD players, and or data projectors), additional audiovisual resources, and additional library materials would benefit the program enormously.  Bob Goss made major contributions to our resources, yet much remains to be done.  At the same time, no new purchases are required for the certificate program to be implemented.

Departmental budgets will also help a great deal, as the Buddhist Studies courses in Thailand incorporate major field trips.  The students so far have shouldered most of the costs of these trips.  As we begin working with our own budget, we will have greater flexibility in organizing field trips, transportation to off-campus sites, and guest lectures.  In the last year Rector Kit Jenkins has made significant steps in this direction by requesting budgets and rationalizing the entire budgeting procedure at the WUT campus.

B. What are the projections for enrollment and growth in this certificate program?

We are able to provide a very unique combination of intellectual training and cultural immersion at the Thai campus.  This would seem to bode well for our future growth.  The fact that students from beyond the Webster system have come here in order to study Buddhism seems to be a promising sign.

A regular flow of 20 to 30 students initially in the Spring and Fall terms and subsequently expanding into Summer seems feasible to me.  If we are able to consistently offer a unique and rewarding experience, students will inform others about the opportunity.  Dr. Paul Fuller, a graduate from the University of Bristol in the U.K. who has taught regularly in our program, feels that we can reach European students of Religious Studies by offering specialized courses in the Summer term.  The Summer 2006 course offerings will be designed and provided in a format that gives special consideration to such students.  (An important possibility here will be special one-month intensive courses in certain areas.)

We understand that our Buddhism courses provide a service to Study Abroad students whose interest in Buddhism is sparked by their introduction to Thai culture.  We expect this to remain strong in the coming years.  Some of these students develop a serious and ongoing interest in Buddhism and in the disciplinary study of the tradition.  We expect such students to opt for the certificate program.  At the same time, close cooperation with the Religious Studies Department at the St. Louis campus will ensure that we have a regular flow of students with a serious interest in Buddhism.  These would be students who arrive at our campus with an academic interest in Buddhism that has already been cultivated through broader study of religious traditions.  It is likely that this group of students will provide the bulk of those who seek a certificate in Buddhist Studies.

Ted Mayer

Coordinator for Interdisciplinary Studies

Webster University Thailand

February 27, 2005

Christopher Parr

& Joseph Stimpfl, Chair

Department of Religious Studies

Webster University St Louis

April 13, 2005

New Course Proposal Form

Directions:

A. Complete this form.

B. Attach a syllabus or  course guidelines that includes 

a. list of measurable student learning outcomes

b. information on how outcomes will be assessed including descriptions of reading and writing activities, projects, presentations, testing, etc

c. list of course requirements such as attendance, assignments, etc

C. Have your proposal reviewed by the appropriate department and school/college committee.

D.  Submit your proposal to the University Curriculum Committee in care of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Form information:

1. Department/Program:  _Religious Studies______

2. Course Information:_RELG_/_2075_/_Introduction to Buddhism_

        Prefix    Number
    Title

_3__________/___None_________________

Credit Hours      Prerequisites

3. Catalog Description for the catalog: (This description should briefly describe the basic content of the course as it will be offered.)

Covers comprehensively the full range of historical, doctrinal, practical and cultural forms of Buddhism, and its geographic spread around the globe.  Includes consideration of the lives and teachings of the Buddha, major scriptures and forms of practice and devotionalism and Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, syncretic and Western Buddhisms.

4. May students repeat this course for credit?  If so, are there limits?

No. (They should move on to RELG 3120, etc).

5. What is the rationale for adding this course?

a. How does it support the philosophy and enhance the curriculum of your department?

Till now, Buddhism has been covered either as one among several religions in survey courses (RELG 1060, RELG 2070), or with respect to ONE region or tradition (RELG 3120, RELG 3130).  We need a course intended to concentrate on Buddhism alone, but across the full range of its historical and geographical disseminations.

b. How does it relate to the overall University curriculum?

Provides a comprehensive one-course survey of the major religious traditions of Buddhism.  (Similar courses may later be proposed for other traditions).  Will act as the ‘entry-course’ for the Buddhist Studies Certificate.

6. Should this new course be considered for General Education coding?  Yes
If yes,  attach the Application for General Education Coding Form.



Historical Consciousness, Cultural Understanding

7.   Staffing requirements:

a.  Qualifications necessary for instructor MA minimum, PhD preferred
b.  What staffing changes, if any, will be necessary to offer this additional course?

None.

8.  When will this course be initiated?  Fall 2005  How often will it be taught? Once every 1-2 years  What sites are likely to offer this course? St. Louis, Thailand, Others as needed.

9.  Does this course affect degree requirements in your, or any other, department/program’s major, emphasis, minor, or certificate.  Buddhist Studies Certificate  If yes, please attach corrected catalog copy for approval.

10. List any existing University course(s), undergraduate or graduate, which are similar in title and /or subject matter and explain how this course differs from them.


See 5a

11.  Are University resources adequate to support this course? (library holdings, space, specialized, equipment, etc.)  Yes  If not, what additions are necessary?

12.  What course(s), if any, will be dropped to make room for this course? 


None

13.  What entities (department, college/school) have reviewed and approved this proposal?


Ted Mayer, Coordinator, Buddhist Studies, Cha-am Campus


Religious Studies Department


Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Signatures:

  _____________________________________ / _________________

                          Department/ Program Chairperson


Date

_____________________________________ / _________________

                          Dean of College/School



Date

Rev.  2004

New Course Proposal Form

Directions:

D. Complete this form.

E. Attach a syllabus or  course guidelines that includes 

a. list of measurable student learning outcomes

b. information on how outcomes will be assessed including descriptions of reading and writing activities, projects, presentations, testing, etc

c. list of course requirements such as attendance, assignments, etc

F. Have your proposal reviewed by the appropriate department and school/college committee.

D.  Submit your proposal to the University Curriculum Committee in care of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Form information:

7. Department/Program:  _Religious Studies______

8. Course Information:_RELG_/_2430_/_Environments and Religion_

Prefix
Number
Title

_3_________/___None_________________

Credit Hours      Prerequisites

9. Catalog Description for the catalog: (This description should briefly describe the basic content of the course as it will be offered.)

Brings to reflection the inherent relationships between specific geographic locations, environmental issues, religion, and the world’s religions.  May include considerations of sacred space, spiritual relationships with the earth, doctrinal views of eco-responsibility, environmentalism and forms of eco-activism.

10. May students repeat this course for credit?  If so, are there limits?

Yes students may repeat the course.  There are no limits to the number of times a student can repeat the course.

11. What is the rationale for adding this course?

a. How does it support the philosophy and enhance the curriculum of your department?

It gives us an umbrella under which we can more usefully place certain courses we already offer (eg. Ecology and Spirituality, Buddhist Eco-activism) plus some we have planned or can develop form topics courses.  It will particularly offer a distinct category to be used in the Buddhist Studies program.

b. How does it relate to the overall University curriculum?

Gives us a ready category with which to contribute religious studies perspectives to the Environmental Studies minor.  Continues our consistent contributions to the themes of social responsibility and learning for life at the heart of Webster’s educational traditions.

12. Should this new course be considered for General Education coding? Yes
If yes,  attach the Application for General Education Coding Form.



Values

Critical Thinking or Cultural Understanding

7.   Staffing requirements:

a.  Qualifications necessary for instructor MA minimum, PhD preferred
b.  What staffing changes, if any, will be necessary to offer this additional course?

None

8.  When will this course be initiated?  2006  How often will it be taught? Regularly   What sites are likely to offer this course? Any and all (St. Louis and Thailand especially)
9.  Does this course affect degree requirements in your, or any other, department/program’s major, emphasis, minor, or certificate. Buddhist Studies Certificate  If yes, please attach corrected catalog copy for approval.

10.    List any existing University course(s), undergraduate or graduate, which are similar in title and /or subject matter and explain how this course differs from them.



While there is intended to be some overlap with material on environmental issues, courses under this umbrella will expressly highlight religious views and religious studies perspectives.

11.  Are University resources adequate to support this course? (library holdings, space, specialized, equipment, etc.)  Yes  If not, what additions are necessary?



More books.

12.  What course(s), if any, will be dropped to make room for this course? 



None

13. What entities (department, college/school) have reviewed and approved this proposal?

Ted Mayer, Coordinator, Buddhist Studies, Cha-am Campus

Religious Studies Department

Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Signatures:

  _____________________________________ / _________________

                          Department/ Program Chairperson


Date

_____________________________________ / _________________

                          Dean of College/School



Date

Rev.  2004

New Course Proposal Form

Directions:

G. Complete this form.

H. Attach a syllabus or  course guidelines that includes 

a. list of measurable student learning outcomes

b. information on how outcomes will be assessed including descriptions of reading and writing activities, projects, presentations, testing, etc

c. list of course requirements such as attendance, assignments, etc

I. Have your proposal reviewed by the appropriate department and school/college committee.

D.  Submit your proposal to the University Curriculum Committee in care of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Form information:

13. Department/Program:  _Religious Studies______

14. Course Information:_RELG_/_2440_/_Religion & Social Action_

Prefix
Number
Title

_3_________/___None_________________

Credit Hours      Prerequisites

15. Catalog Description for the catalog: (This description should briefly describe the basic content of the course as it will be offered.)

Examines key instances and ideas in which one (or more) religion or religiously-inspired group or movement has sought to influence or change a particular society of social behavior.  May include consideration of appropriate and effective methods for achieving social change.  Examples include (but are not limited to) Engaged Buddhism, Liberation Theology, the civil rights movement, utopian religious groups and peace activism.

16. May students repeat this course for credit?  If so, are there limits?

Yes students may repeat the course.  There are no limits to the number of times a student can repeat the course.

17. What is the rationale for adding this course?

a. How does it support the philosophy and enhance the curriculum of your department?

A number of our courses over the years have focused on or dealt with this subject-matter, and we need a course that more directly addresses the topics.  It will, among other things, provide the vehicle in the Buddhist Studies Certificate, for courses in Engaged Buddhism.

b. How does it relate to the overall University curriculum?

It contributes not only to the Buddhist Studies Certificate, but more generally to Webster’s long standing commitment to education that addresses social concerns and political awareness and responsibility.

18. Should this new course be considered for General Education coding? Yes
If yes,  attach the Application for General Education Coding Form.



Values, Communication

7.   Staffing requirements:

a.  Qualifications necessary for instructor MA minimum, PhD preferred
b.  What staffing changes, if any, will be necessary to offer this additional course?

None

8.  When will this course be initiated?  2005-2006  How often will it be taught?  Regularly  What sites are likely to offer this course? St. Louis, Thailand, Others as appropriate
9.  Does this course affect degree requirements in your, or any other, department/program’s major, emphasis, minor, or certificate.  Yes, Buddhist Studies Certificate
If yes, please attach corrected catalog copy for approval.

10. List any existing University course(s), undergraduate or graduate, which are similar in title and /or subject matter and explain how this course differs from them.

To the degree it is similar to courses in History, Politics and International Relations and Philosophy, the focus in this course will lie in the specifically content of the thought and expressions related to social action in the material covered.

11.  Are University resources adequate to support this course? (library holdings, space, specialized, equipment, etc.)  Yes  If not, what additions are necessary?

12.  What course(s), if any, will be dropped to make room for this course? 



None

13.  What entities (department, college/school) have reviewed and approved this proposal?


Ted Mayer, Coordinator, Buddhist Studies, Cha-am Campus


Religious Studies Department


Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Signatures:

  _____________________________________ / _________________

             Department/ Program Chairperson


Date

_____________________________________ / _________________

              Dean of College/School



Date

Rev.  2004

Excerpts from CATALOG CHANGES Forms

FROM:
Religious Studies



College of Arts and Sciences



DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Note:
This form is used to change specific curricular details on existing courses.  The same form may be used to change multiple details for a single course.  Please check the area(s) of the proposed change and supply the requested details.  The effective date of these changes is usually Summer (the new Catalog date).

Please approve the catalog changes for the following:  X        UG         Grad courses:
Course Number: RELG 3030

Title:   Sociology of Religion
     X
1.
Change of Course TITLE:



To:
  Topics in Religion and Society



Effective Date: (Term & Year)  Fall 2005


Reason/Comments:  Rather than being delimited to a traditional designation based on disciplinary boundaries, this more ‘Topics’-oriented name allows for that same material, plus more flexible examinations of similar or related materials in the field, to be covered in such a course.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Course Number: RELG 3050

Title:   Philosophy of Religion
     X
1.
Change of Course TITLE:



To:
  Topics in Religion and Philosophy



Effective Date: (Term & Year)  Fall 2005


Reason/Comments:  Rather than being delimited to a traditional designation based on disciplinary boundaries, this more ‘Topics’-oriented name allows for that same material, plus more flexible examinations of similar or related materials in the field, to be covered in such a course.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Course Number: RELG 3070

Title:   Psychology of Religion
     X
1.
Change of Course TITLE:



To:
  Topics in Religion and Psychology



Effective Date: (Term & Year)  Fall 2005


Reason/Comments:  Rather than being delimited to a traditional designation based on disciplinary boundaries, this more ‘Topics’-oriented name allows for that same material, plus more flexible examinations of similar or related materials in the field, to be covered in such a course.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Course Number: RELG 3600


Field Experience in Religion


X
3.
Change in CREDIT HOURS:



Present Credit Hours:  3-6


Proposed:  1-6                                            


Effective Date: (Term and Year) __ Summer 2005__________________________


Reason/Comments: Greater flexibility in depth/duration of types of ‘field experience.’  


Eg. Weekend symposia / visits to monasteries in Thailand re Buddhism more suited



to 1-2 credit hours.  Also, greater flexibility for students needing fewer hours than 3-6.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Course Number: RELG 3605


International Field Experience in Religion

X
3.
Change in CREDIT HOURS:



Present Credit Hours:  3-6


Proposed:  1-6                                            


Effective Date: (Term and Year) __ Summer 2005__________________________


Reason/Comments: Greater flexibility in depth/duration of types of ‘field experience.’



Eg. Weekend visits to monasteries in Thailand re Buddhism, or to Cathedrals etc. in 



Europe, in association with other courses are suited more to 1-2 credit hours.  Also,



greater flexibility for students needing fewer than 3-6.
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