Proposal For Revisions to

The International Studies Major 

With Individualized Areas of Concentration

Rationale for revisions:

In June 2001, Dr. Katherine Kidd, Director of International Studies at Fairfield University, wrote a report that evaluated the undergraduate International Studies program, developed as a result of a Title VI grant that Webster University received in the 1990s.  Dr. Kidd recommended that the International Studies Committee (ISC) review the major after three years to evaluate the progress of the program.  As she stated in her report, “a regular review every three to five years provides a structure through which the program can systematically address issues of quality, administrative challenges, curriculum revision and development, and strategic planning.”

In the spring semester of 2004, a subcommittee of members of the ISC and the chair of the Center for International Education (CIE) began a review process to assess the core curriculum and the various areas of emphasis (which include the Human Rights, Latin American Studies and the individualized areas of emphasis).

The ISC curriculum subcommittee members reached several conclusions:

1) The International Studies major has been successfully attracting students in the first three years of its existence.  (The major has grown to nearly 20 students in three years, and current course enrollments indicate that this growth pattern will continue,)

2) Students declaring an IS major with an individualized areas of emphasis (degree plans which are approved by the ISC curriculum committee) are experiencing problems with identifying and completing proposed courses for the individualized areas of study.  For example, students pursue an emphasis area only to find that some courses, which are listed in the catalog, are rarely (and sometimes no longer) offered, or find that enrollments for some upper division courses are low, which can result in cancelled courses.  As a result of these complications, these IS majors must work with the ISC and their advisor in locating and completing substitute courses or arranging independent studies.
3) The core courses for the IS major provide a good foundation for international studies, but do not currently include areas such as international fine arts and media communications or international business, economics or politics. 
Professor Don Conway-Long attended a 2004 ACE conference and developed for the ISC several reports outlining how International Studies programs were developing at different colleges and universities in the U.S.  The 2004 annual ISC/CIE retreat also focused on curriculum models for International Studies programs across the country, featuring presentations from academic and administrative leaders in this field.

ISC members, who represent all school and colleges, also drafted models for several areas of emphasis, with courses that are regularly taught in various academic disciplines.  These models are intended to provide more guidance and direction for our students as they develop individualized areas of emphasis in their International Studies degree program.
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As a result of our research and discussions, the ISC voted in December 2004 to approve a revised list of required classes for the major and to develop models for individualized areas of emphasis. 

 Attachment A is the list of revised classes; Attachment B is the list of required classes in the current catalog.

Learning outcomes:

At the completion of the International Studies degree, a student will have acquired an expanded foundation of knowledge related to more aspects of International Studies across the curriculum.

The student will also have more guidance and direction with the models of academic areas of emphasis upon which to develop his or her individualized area of emphasis.

ATTACHMENT A:   International Studies Major (Individualized Emphasis) - Revised
Degree Requirements

 36 required credit hours

 27 general education credit hours

 65 elective credit hours
Program Requirements:

1.  Foreign language requirement (3 credit hours at or above the 3000 level or equivalent)

2.  International experience (approved foreign study or internship) 

Required courses:
ISTL 1000
Introduction to International Studies

INTL 1500
World System since 1500

HRTS 1100
Introduction to Human Rights

ANSO 1090
Geography

ISTL 4500
 Senior Capstone course (pre-requisite: junior standing)

Culture and Communication series – One of the following courses: 

ANSO 1070 
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

ANSO 2030
Culture and Communication

FORL 2150
Topics in Cultures

MEDC 3260
International Communications

Science and Technology series – One of the following:
BIOL 3200
Ecology

SCIN 1520
Environment

ISTL 2600 
Natural Systems and Sustainable Ecologies

RELG 4330 
Bioethics

PHIL 2360
Environmental Ethics

Select one course from one of the following categories (three credits)

International Arts and Fine Art– One of the following:

ARHS 22xx 
International Art History class (Introduction to Asian Art, etc.)

ENGL 1510 
Major Dramatists I

FILM 2060  
Modern World Cinema

FILM 2070 
History of Animation

HRTS 3160  
Human Rights in Film

MUSC 1070 
Topics in Music (courses as deemed appropriate)

PHOT 2040 
History of Photography

THEA 2030 
History of the Theatre

Global Civil Society – One of the following:
HRTS 3500 
International Human Rights Law

HRTS 3700 
Human Rights and Business

INTL 2030 
International Law

POLT 1050 
Intro to International Politics 

INTL 2600
International Organizations

INTL 2690
Multinational Corporations

INTL 3330 
International Economic Integration
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Individual Area of Emphasis   (12 additional credits): 

The remaining credits will be determined by the area of emphasis selected by the student in consultation with the academic advisor.  Several sample models from the School of Communications and the School of Business are provided below. At least 6 hours of the 12 credit hours must be at the 3000 level or above.

 International Film Studies emphasis 
-Two from the following: (if 2060 or 2070 was taken for the International Arts and Fine Arts requirement, the other two must be taken)
FILM 2050 
History of Film
FILM 2060 
Modern World Cinema
FILM 2070 
History of Animation
-Two FILM 3160 Topics in Film Studies class cross-listed in the International Studies program (Films of Ingmar Bergman, Latin American Cinema, Brazilian Culture through Music and Film, The French New Wave, etc.) 


(Prerequisite: FILM 1800 or 2060)


Global Journalism emphasis

JOUR 3080 
Global Journalism

Three from the following:
JOUR 3120 
Global Affairs Reporting
JOUR 3190 
Topics in International Journalism
JOUR 3750 
Environmental Journalism and Communications

(Prerequisite: JOUR 1030, or SCIN 1520)
JOUR 4220 
Advanced Global Journalism
 
International Media Communications emphasis
MEDC 2800 
Cultural Diversity in the Media

Three from the following:

MEDC 3150     Topics in Media Communications (as deemed appropriate)
JOUR 3190 
Topics in International Journalism (Prerequisite: JOUR 3080)
MEDC 3700
Topics in International Communications

MEDC 3800     Topics in Cultural Diversity (as deemed appropriate)
ADVT 3910 
International Advertising

International Business emphasis

BUSN 4650
International Business



Prerequisite: MNGT 2100

ECON 4720
International Trade and Finance


Prerequisite: ECON 2010 & 2020

MNGT 4100
International Management


Prerequisite: MNGT 2100 & 3400

MNGT 4330
International Marketing


Prerequisite: MNGT 3500

ATTACHMENT B :

International Studies Major (Individualized Emphasis) - in current catalog
Degree Requirements

 36 required credit hours

 27 general education credit hours

 65 elective credit hours

Program Requirements


1.
 Foreign language requirement (3 credit hours at or above the 3000 level or equivalent)


2.
 International experience (approved foreign study or internship)

 Required Courses

 ISTL 1000  Introduction to International Studies

 INTL 1500  The World System Since 1500

 ISTL 2600  Natural Systems and Sustainable Ecologies

 ANSO 2030  Culture and Communication or FORL 2150 Topics in Culture

 ISTL 4500   Senior Capstone (Prerequisite:  junior standing)

    

21 additional credit hours, including at least 9 credit hours with one geographic area focus and at least 9 credit hours with one thematic focus chosen from the international studies approved course list. 

Students must file a plan with the Director of the Center for International Education in St. Louis as soon as possible and no later than the start of their senior year.

Up to 12 credit hours may, with approval, apply both to the international studies major and a second or dual major. This option does not apply to a dual major in international studies and international relations.

At least 15 credit hours must be upper-division courses.
