TO:
Curriculum Committee

FROM:
Doug Finlayson and Karen Freeman, co-chairs, Multicultural Studies Committee

RE:

Multicultural Studies Minor Curriculum Updates

Proposed new catalog description and outcomes statement:

The Multicultural Studies Minor provides a complement to a student's overall educational experience by encompassing a wide range of perspectives on the cultural experience in the United States.  By exploring the varying identities and communities that form the United States, students will gain a better understanding of both other cultures and their own. A minor in multicultural studies will provide students with the background and tools necessary for effective and responsible citizenship in our multicultural society.

Students completing the minor in Multicultural Studies will develop: 
· awareness of the parallel, and often ignored, histories of diverse communities;

· knowledge of the overt and subtle forms of ethnocentrism inherent in the mainstream culture of the United States;

· understanding of common elements of oppression;

· tools for the analysis of unequal power distribution;

· skills in communicating, problem solving, and conflict resolution in diverse groups.

Requirements consist of 18 credit hours taken at Webster University that are designated as multicultural studies courses. MULC 2010 and MULC 4650 are required.  Of the remaining 12 hours, 6 must be at the 3000 level or above.

A list of courses appropriate for the Multicultural Studies minor will be published in the course schedule each semester.  In addition to the courses below, other courses that fulfill the Multicultural Studies minor requirements will be included in the current semester's published list.  Please note that the content of topics and issues courses may vary; one should therefore confirm that the course being taught is a qualifying course.

Multicultural Studies Course Listings
MULC 2010 Introduction to Multicultural Studies (3)

Introduces the methods of studying cultural pluralism in the United States, including the dynamics, problems, and rewards resulting from interactions among diverse groups. Strategies include eliminating stereotyping and discrimination; combating institutional and personal oppression and racism; and promoting cultural empathy and cooperation.

MULC 4650 Seminar in Multicultural Studies (3)

This course provides an opportunity for advanced study in multicultural studies. Content will vary and will include particular focus on race, sexual orientation, age, ability, ethnicity, religion, and other aspects of diversity. Prerequisites: MULC 2010 and 6 additional credit hours of multicultural studies curriculum or permission of the instructor. May be repeated for credit if content differs.

List of Qualifying Courses

Courses qualifying for the multicultural studies minor; please see course schedule for listing of courses offered each semester. New courses are added to this list periodically.

· ANSO 1070 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (3)

· ANSO 1080 Human Evolution (3)

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: People and Cultures in Conflict (3)

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Men and Masculinities (3)

· ANSO 2000 Issues in Contemporary Society: Understanding the Other through Film (3)

· ANSO 2030 Culture and Communication (3)

· ANSO 2040 Indians: Pre-Columbian to 1870 (3)

· ANSO 2050 Indians: 1870 to present (3)

· ANSO 2425/PSYC 2425 Women: Power, Place and Person (3)

· ANSO 2560 Social Movements (3)

· ANSO 3000 Topics in Anthropology/Sociology: Women's Voices (3)

· ANSO 3900 Kinship and Family (3)

· ANSO 3960 Ethnic and Minority Relations (3)

· ANSO 4200 Class, Status and Power (3) 

· ANSO 4275/Psyc 4275 Gender and Sex Roles (3)

· ARHS 3390 Art and Art Cultures (3)

· EDUC 2900 The Exceptional Individual (3)

· EDUC 4440 Inclusion Strategies in the Regular Classroom (3)

· ENGL 1060 Protest Literature (3)

· ENGL 2110 Perspectives: California Dreamin' and the Multiethnic Literature of California (3)

· ENGL 2110 Perspectives: Literature of Oppression and Resistance (3)

· ENGL 2110 Perspectives: Contemporary Multiethnic Literature of the United States (3)

· ENGL 3500 Contexts: Prize-winning American Authors (3)

· HIST 1500 American Studies: Native Americans

· HIST 1010 America in the 60s

· HIST 2000 Social History: Working Class America

· HIST 2000 Social History: American Social Movements of the Twentieth Century (3)
· HIST 2320 African American History (3)
· HIST 3060 History Roundtable: The Life and Legacy of Malcolm X (3)

· HIST 3060 History Roundtable: The American South (3)

· HLSC 3100 Diversity in Health (3)

· LEGL 2080 Topics in Law: Gender and Law (3)

· MATH 4320 Mathematics Methods for Disabled Learners (3)

· MEDC 2800 Cultural Diversity in the Media (3)

· MEDC 3800 Studies in Cultural Diversity (3)

· MUSC 1070 Topics in Music: Introduction to World Music (3)

· MUSC 1070 Topics in Music: The African-American Musical Experience (3)

· MUSC 1070 Topics in Music: Introduction to Jazz (3)

· NURS 3600 Topics in Nursing: Care of Elderly in Diverse settings (3)

· NURS 3600 Topics in Nursing: Caring for Vulnerable Populations (3)

· NURS 4370 Cultural Care Nursing (3)

· POLT 2070 Politics and Race (3)

· PSYC 2000 Issues in Contemporary Psychology: Sexual Identity:  LGB issues (3)

· PSYC 2000 Issues in Contemporary Psychology: Alien Minds and Cultures (3)

· PSYC 2000 Issues in Contemporary Psychology: Self-esteem and Identity (3)

· PSYC 2000 Issues in Contemporary Psychology: Understanding Gender Difference in Film (3)

· PSYC 3000 Topics in Psychology: Multicultural Issues in Psychology (3)

· PSYC 3000 Topics in Psychology: Prejudice and Discrimination (PSYC 3650/ANSO 3650) (3)

· PSYC 3000 Topics in Psychology: Cross-cultural Perspectives of the Child (3)

· PSYC 4350 Cross-Cultural and International Psychology (3)
· RELG 1060 World Religions (3)

· RELG 2030 Contemporary Topics: Religious Pluralism (3)

· RELG 2050 Religion and Human Values: Malcolm X and the American Dream (3)

· RELG 2420 Religion and Culture (3)

· RELG 2500 Gender, Culture, and Religion (3)

· THEA 3040 Topics in Theatre: Gay and Lesbian in Twentieth-Century Theatre  (3)

· WOMN 3000 Topics in Women's Studies: The Women's Music Movement (3)

· WOMN 3000 Topics in Women's Studies: Women's Voices (3)

Rationale

Our understanding of what the Multicultural Studies minor at Webster should be has evolved since the catalog description was last revised.  We also wanted to clarify outcomes for the minor which can better help us select the qualifying courses and help us determine whether or not the minor is effective.  In addition, several of the qualifying courses are no longer offered and many new courses that share the outcomes identified for the Multicultural Studies minor have been added to the curriculum.  So we needed to update the course list.
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