New Course Proposal Form

Directions:

A. Complete this form.

B. Attach a syllabus or  course guidelines that includes 

a. list of measurable student learning outcomes

b. information on how outcomes will be assessed including descriptions of reading and writing activities, projects, presentations, testing, etc

c. list of course requirements such as attendance, assignments, etc

C. Have your proposal reviewed by the appropriate department and school/college committee.

D.  Submit your proposal to the University Curriculum Committee in care of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Form information:

1. Department/Program:  MUSIC

2. Course Information:  MUSC/1080/ Beginning Class Piano

Prefix

Number
Title

Credit Hours
Prerequisites

2
Music reading skills or successful completion of MUSC 1000-Music Fundamentals. 

3. Catalog Description for the catalog: (This description should briefly describe the basic content of the course as it will be offered.)

Group study of basic piano technique, treble and bass clef, with an introduction to scales, harmony, improvisation, and literature. 

4. May students repeat this course for credit?  If so, are there limits?  NO

5. What is the rationale for adding this course?

a. How does it support the philosophy and enhance the curriculum of your department?

This course will place entering music majors and music theater majors who have no previous piano skills in a class that will prepare them for private instruction and strengthen their music theory/musicianship skills as well. 

b. How does it relate to the overall University curriculum?

This course will allow us to offer keyboard instruction to non majors who have requested lessons that we are unable to offer due to staff and room schedule conflicts. 

6. Should this new course be considered for General Education coding? NO
7.   Staffing requirements:

a.  Qualifications necessary for instructor:  Will be taught by a member of the current Music Department piano faculty, minimum of five years teaching experience with completed MM in music. 
b.  What staffing changes, if any, will be necessary to offer this additional course?  NONE

8.  When will this course be initiated?  Fall 2005

     How often will it be taught?  Possibly every semester.

     What sites are likely to offer this course? Webster Groves only. 

9.  Does this course affect degree requirements in your, or any other, department/program’s major, emphasis, minor, or certificate.  NO

If yes, please attach corrected catalog copy for approval.

10.    List any existing University course(s), undergraduate or graduate, which are similar in title and /or subject matter and explain how this course differs from them.

This is our first offering of this class.  We are following guidelines established in committee meetings and in a survey of similar piano classes at other schools. 

11.  Are University resources adequate to support this course? (library holdings, space, specialized, equipment, etc.)  YES.  We will be using the Digital Keyboard Lab at the Community Music School on Hazel. 
12.  What course(s), if any, will be dropped to make room for this course? NONE as no action is required. 

13.  What entities (department, college/school) have reviewed and approved this proposal? Course was unanimously approved by music department faculty and is supported by the Dean of the College of Fine Arts. 

Signatures:

  _____________________________________ / _________________

                          Department/ Program Chairperson


Date

_____________________________________ / _________________

                          Dean of College/School



Date

Rev.  2004 
MUSC 1080 – Beginning Class Piano – Proposed Class Format

1. Course will meet for two 50 minute classes per week. 

2. Introduction to basic right hand-five finger position from Middle C in treble clef.

3. Introduction to basic right hand-five finger position from Lower C in bass clef

4. Introduction of five note patterns on “white notes” in each hand, together, and in mirror image. (Bartok: Mikrokosmos)

5. Continuation of the above through the following closely related harmonic keys:

C, F, G, D, Bb. 

     5.    Introduction of one octave major scales in right hand, left hand, together, and in 

            mirror image to the 9th of the scale and returning to the root. 

6. Introduction of major and minor triadic structures in the above key areas. 

7. Introduction of folk song materials in the above keys (Bartok: Mikrokosmos)

8. Introduction to simple harmonic, melodic motive, and scale based improvisation. 

