New Course Proposal Form

Directions:

A. Complete this form.

B. Attach a syllabus or  course guidelines that includes 

a. list of measurable student learning outcomes

b. information on how outcomes will be assessed including descriptions of reading and writing activities, projects, presentations, testing, etc
c. list of course requirements such as attendance, assignments, etc

C. Have your proposal reviewed by the appropriate department and school/college committee.

D.  Submit your proposal to the University Curriculum Committee in care of the Office of Academic Affairs.

Form information:

1. Department/Program:  _Religious Studies______

2. Course Information:_RELG_/_2440_/_Religion & Social Action_
Prefix
Number
Title

_3_________/___None_________________

Credit Hours      Prerequisites

3. Catalog Description for the catalog: (This description should briefly describe the basic content of the course as it will be offered.)

Examines key instances and ideas in which one (or more) religion or religiously-inspired group or movement has sought to influence or change a particular society of social behavior.  May include consideration of appropriate and effective methods for achieving social change.  Examples include (but are not limited to) Engaged Buddhism, Liberation Theology, the civil rights movement, utopian religious groups and peace activism.
4. May students repeat this course for credit?  If so, are there limits?

Yes students may repeat the course.  There are no limits to the number of times a student can repeat the course.
5. What is the rationale for adding this course?

a. How does it support the philosophy and enhance the curriculum of your department?

A number of our courses over the years have focused on or dealt with this subject-matter, and we need a course that more directly addresses the topics.  It will, among other things, provide the vehicle in the Buddhist Studies Certificate, for courses in Engaged Buddhism.
b. How does it relate to the overall University curriculum?

It contributes not only to the Buddhist Studies Certificate, but more generally to Webster’s long standing commitment to education that addresses social concerns and political awareness and responsibility.
6. Should this new course be considered for General Education coding? Yes
If yes,  attach the Application for General Education Coding Form.



Values, Communication
7.   Staffing requirements:

a.  Qualifications necessary for instructor MA minimum, PhD preferred
b.  What staffing changes, if any, will be necessary to offer this additional course?

None
8.  When will this course be initiated?  2005-2006  How often will it be taught?  Regularly  What sites are likely to offer this course? St. Louis, Thailand, Others as appropriate
9.  Does this course affect degree requirements in your, or any other, department/program’s major, emphasis, minor, or certificate.  Yes, Buddhist Studies Certificate
If yes, please attach corrected catalog copy for approval.

10. List any existing University course(s), undergraduate or graduate, which are similar in title and /or subject matter and explain how this course differs from them.

To the degree it is similar to courses in History, Politics and International Relations and Philosophy, the focus in this course will lie in the specifically content of the thought and expressions related to social action in the material covered.
11.  Are University resources adequate to support this course? (library holdings, space, specialized, equipment, etc.)  Yes  If not, what additions are necessary?

12.  What course(s), if any, will be dropped to make room for this course? 



None
13.  What entities (department, college/school) have reviewed and approved this proposal?


Ted Mayer, Coordinator, Buddhist Studies, Cha-am Campus

Religious Studies Department


Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Signatures:

  _____________________________________ / _________________

             Department/ Program Chairperson


Date

_____________________________________ / _________________

              Dean of College/School



Date

Rev.  2004

