CATALOG

The Philosophy Department’s purpose is to teach students to cultivate the habit of examining their lives in meaningful, creative, and productive ways. 

Philosophy asks the big questions: who am I? Why am I here? How should I live? What makes a society good? What is justice? Philosophy students learn to think critically and creatively about questions such as these.  

The Philosophy Department at Webster University offers courses in the traditional areas of philosophy, including the history of philosophy, ethical and political theory, philosophy of science, and theory of knowledge.

But the Department goes beyond traditional philosophy. The Philosophy Department at Webster engages the world through many courses in applied philosophy, such as American Pragmatism, Environmental Ethics, Existentialism, Human Rights, The Meaning of Life, Philosophy and Film, Philosophy of Sex and Love, and Philosophy and Psychoanalysis. Perhaps the prime example of this engagement is the philosophy major with an emphasis in Ethics and Society (see below).

More specifically, our educational goals are to teach students to:  

· Understand philosophical concepts, ideas, and arguments;

· Acquire the skills to critically analyze philosophical arguments and assumptions as well as providing evidence for claims; and

· Examine and apply abstract ideas to concrete situations and to individual and social problems.

Students can select from any one of the following options: 

Philosophy Major

This emphasis provides solid undergraduate background in areas of general philosophical concern, preparing the student for graduate work in philosophy as well as continued education in other fields. 

Degree Requirements

· 36 required credit hours 

· 27 general education credit hours 

· 65 elective credit hours 

Students will complete 36 credit hours as specified below with a grade of C or better.

Required Courses

· PHIL 2020 Formal Logic, or PHIL 2010 Informal Logic 3 hours 

· PHIL 2300 Social and Political Philosophy 3 hours 

· PHIL 2510 Philosophic Classics: Ancient Greece and Rome 3 hours 

· PHIL 2520 Philosophic Classics: Early Modern 3 hours 

· PHIL 3300 Epistemology 3 hours 

· PHIL 3350 Philosophical Ethics 3 hours 

· PHIL 4050 Topics in the History of Philosophy 3 hours 

· PHIL 4600 Overview 3 hours 

· Philosophy electives (3 credit hours on the 2000 level, 9 credit hours on the 3000 or 4000 levels) 12 hours 

The Philosophy Department strongly recommends that each student also complete a minor, 18 credit hours in some other field of study, to provide more than casual knowledge of another discipline.

Philosophy Major with an Emphasis in Ethics and Society

With an Ethics and Society emphasis students have the opportunity to concentrate their studies in ethical, social and political philosophy and to apply theory to issues and problems arising in public life. 

Degree Requirements

· 36 required credit hours 

· 27 general education credit hours 

· 65 elective credit hours

Students will complete 36 credit hours as specified below with a grade of C or better.

Required courses

HRTS 1100 Introduction to Human Rights 3 hours

PHIL 2300 Social and Political Philosophy 3 hours

PHIL 2320 Contemporary Moral Problems 3 hours

PHIL 2510 Philosophic Classics: Ancient Greece and Rome 3 hours

PHIL 2520 Philosophic Classics: Early Modern 3 hours
PHIL 3350 Philosophical Ethics 3 hours

PHIL 4600 Philosophy Overview 3 hours

Nine credit hours from the following
PHIL 3160 Philosophy and Film: Human Rights 3 hours

PHIL 3360 Ethics for Cyberspace 3 hours

PHIL 3370 Philosophy and Women 3 hours

PHIL 3380 Ethics in Social Research 3 hours

PHIL 3590 Theories of Human Rights 3 hours

PHIL 4100 Current Topics 3 hours (if appropriate content)

PHIL 4400 Practicum in Philosophy 1-3 hours

Six credit hours from the following
PHIL 2050 Philosophy and History of Education 3 hours

PHIL 2340 Ethics, Health Care, and Technology 3 hours

PHIL 2360 Environmental Ethics 3 hours

PHIL 2390 Philosophy of Sex and Love 3 hours

***At this point, catalog entry continues with catalog text submitted(as part of this packet) with “Proposal for a new major and a new minor in International Human Rights”, 

