February 11, 2005

From Dan Hellinger, Chair, Department of History, Politics and International Relations

To: Carol Schwab, David Wilson
cc. Tom Nickolai, Gary Kannenberg
Re:  change of course description and coding for POLT 1000

POLT is currently coded for “values.”  We feel this class in several ways would better satisfy the communication gen. ed. requirement.  As currently being taught requires student to prepare papers and make oral presentations (panel discussions and debate) on contemporary political issues.  We have re-written the course description to reflect what is actually going on in the classroom and to make sure that all instructors integrate these kinds of class exercises into the class.

Currently, we also code Political Argumentation and Debate for Communications.  This course is specifically linked to forensics.  Students practice debate skills.  Of course, this course will continue to be coded for Communications, but we now will offer POLT 1000 as a better option for students who are not intending to join the debate team, but instead want to hone their citizenship skills.  

So this course will help students not only understand issues but also help them develop “clear, concise and accurate” writing and speaking on major political issues of the day.  Because it will require they do this on contemporary issues, there will be a real, practical component to their writing and speaking as they will try to persuade and or educate audiences, in and outside the classroom environment, about these issues.  Hence, they will be engaging and practicing political discourse and communication, and this would be written into the course description.

Certainly this course continues to require “critical reflection on the attitudes and beliefs relevant to individual social choices and actions,” and we would welcome having communications added rather than substituting.  However, if we have to choose, we prefer the communications code, and we would like to amend the course descripton.

POLT 1000  Topics in Politics  

Old description:  Introduces the study of contemporary politics.  The approach may vary, sometimes focusing on understanding the issues raised by current events in the new and other times focusing on enduring political issues or problems.  May be repeated once if content differs.

New description:  Introduces the study of contemporary politics, focusing on understanding current events in the news or enduring themes (power, war, justice, etc.) of politics.  Students practice oral skills or writing needed to effectively engage in political discourse and communication.  May be repeated once is content differs.

