To:  Curriculum Committee 

Fr:   Student Government Association

RE:  Reading Days Proposal


Reading Days, or “Dead Days” as it is more commonly known on campuses across the nation, is a series of days in which classes are not scheduled so that students can spend those days studying, finishing up final projects and/or meeting with class groups for either study sessions or again, finishing up class projects.  

Typically, at larger state universities such as University of Missouri and University of Texas, reading days are the week before finals in both the fall and spring semesters.  At Webster, given the untraditional schedule of most students, SGA, along with an ad-hoc committee consisting of the Deans of the School of Communication and the College of Fine Arts, Debbie Carpenter and Peter Sargent, Dean of Students Ted Hoef and Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Bruce Umbaugh, as well as student representatives Jaime Deiner and Trevor Zickgraf recommends the following:
1. Reading Days take place on the Friday before Finals Week during both the fall and spring semesters, so as to avoid any conflicts with both 8 week and 16 week night classes
2. Initially, Reading Days will only affect the classes that meet 3 times a week and are 50 minute classes and any classes that meet twice a week that are 80 minutes long.

3. SGA and the Reading Days Ad-Hoc Committee also recommend that professors have extended office hours for any of their students.  The length of these office hours will be left to the discretion of the individual professor, based off dialogue between the professor and his or her students to determine an appropriate length.  
