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Catalog Description 

 
This course provides an opportunity for accomplished students to 
synthesize and integrate the learning experiences they have acquired 
through participation in the graduate program into a cohesive 
product.  Students evaluate and extend current research on key topics 
relevant to their major field of study.   
 

Prerequisites 

 
All other required courses in the SECR program (exceptions may be 
granted to students who have one course remaining for graduation 
with the concurrence of the instructor). 
 

Course Level 

Learning Outcomes 

 

 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
a.  Demonstrate their in-depth understanding of security and business 
management concepts/practices, and their inter-relationships; and to 
apply that understanding to address a real-world research question. 
b.  Receive and apply critical evaluation by the instructor and peers 
into his/her analysis of a research question or hypothesis.   
 
Notes on Achieving Objectives:  Both objectives are achieved through 
the preparation and presentation of an in-depth, professional quality 
research paper on a topic which contributes to the security Body of 
Knowledge and/or addresses a complex real-world issue.  
 

Materials 

 
Required Texts:   
   a.  Leedy, Paul D., et. al., Practical Research: Planning and Design, 8th 
Edition, Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall, 2005 ISBN 0-131-110895-6 
   b.  Turabian, Kate L., A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, 6th 
Edition, University of Chicago Press, 1996 ISBN 0-226-81627-3 

   c.  Booth, Wayne C., et. al., The Craft of Research, 2nd Edition, 
University of Chicago Press, 2003    ISBN  0-226-06568-5   
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Grading 

 
   a.  Each student will select an appropriate topic for research and 
present a research proposal to the instructor for approval.  Upon 
approval of the topic, the student will prepare an in-depth research 
paper with ongoing guidance from the instructor.  The final product 
will be written in a professional manner using the Turabian format 
and submitted by the last day of the semester. 
NOTE: Students will use all of the following resources in conducting 
their research and analysis in fulfillment of the course requirements: 
Internet sources, published books (may include government reports), 
news sources (newspapers, magazines/periodicals, TV or radio news 
sources), professional journals, personal interviews.  Additional 
sources such as legal case briefs, corporate white papers, surveys, 
university thesis/dissertations, commercial databases and others may 
also enhance the thoroughness and quality of the student’s product. 
   b.  Each student will present a 20 to 30-minute synopsis of their 
research paper to a review panel comprised of the instructor, outside 
security professionals and/or fellow students.   
   c.  The final course grade will be weighted as follows: 
 Topic selection, relevance and preliminary groundwork    20% 
 Project organization and report format             20% 
 Use of adequate and appropriate reference material         15% 
 Analysis, content and conclusions          30% 
 Oral presentation/synopsis           15% 

 

Activities 

 
See “Weekly Schedule.” 
 

Policy Statements: 

University Policies 

 

University policies are provided in the current course catalog and 
course schedules.   They are also available on the university website. 
This class is governed by the university’s published policies. The 
following policy is of particular interest:  
 
Academic Honesty 
The university is committed to high standards of academic honesty. 
Students will be held responsible for violations of these standards. 
Please refer to the university’s academic honesty policies for a 
definition of academic dishonesty and potential disciplinary actions 
associated with it. 
  

Course Policies Students are expected to perform at the graduate level including 
highly effective delivery of information through written and oral 
communications. 
 

Weekly Schedule Week 1.   Introduction, Project Discussion and Research  
                 Methods 

Activity:   Course organization, purpose, grading and  



 

 

             expectations 
 Student Introductions 
 General Overview Research Methods 

Ethics in Academic Research 
The process of topic selection and refinement.  
Narrowing from a topic to a research question.  Students 
will discuss ASIS International and other professional 
associations as a source of relevant topics. 

Reading Assignment:  No specific reading assignments are 
made for this course.  The required and recommended 
textbooks will be used in their entirety throughout the course 
by students as needed. 

 
Week 2. Topic Refinement and Approval  

Activity:    Effective identification, use and integration of  
                    sources. 
                   Research question or hypothesis is due at this  
                   session. 
        

Weeks 3 through 8. Progress Reviews and Student Advising 
 Activity:   Research and writing. 

NOTE: Communication with students will be via telephone and 
e-mail with in-person individual and/or class meetings 
scheduled as necessary. 

   
Week 9.  Project Presentations and Discussion 
 Activity:  Student oral presentations.   
                             Written products due by the end of this week. 
 

Additional 

Information 
In addition to having successfully completed SECR 5000, each student 
is expected to perform graduate-level work.   It is recommended that 
students also have successfully completed SECR 5030/Business Assets 
Protection prior to registering for this course.  In large part, this course 
is presented in a discussion forum format.  As such, incoming students 
must have demonstrated strong research and communications skills in 
order to fully participate.  This course will entail a significant amount 
of reading and extensive outside research including Internet searches.  
Students should have the capability to compile professional reference 
material, analyze its contents, draw conclusions and present them in 
both written and oral form.  
Products:  The instructor will provide specific standards for written 
products.  Each student will deliver their paper in one soft (electronic) 
copy and two hardcopies. 
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