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Catalog Description 

 

  This course examines such areas as statistics, research design, and 

development of research and demonstration proposals. It includes 

understanding of legislation related to the development of research, 

program development, and demonstration proposals, as well as the 

development and evaluation of program objectives. 

Prerequisites 

 

 None. The ability to do graduate work. 

Learning Outcomes 

 

 

 At the completion of this course: 

 

1.  Students will be able to discuss and explain the key components of 

collecting data for statistical analysis, as measured by written 

assignments and tests. 

2. Students will examine and identify the stages involved in the 

research process through case examples and discussion in class. 

3. Students will understand the different types and kinds of research 

that can be undertaken, as measured by written assignments and 

class participation. 

4. Students will have the ability to recognize and identify ethical 

issues and dilemmas in the research process, as measured by case 

examples, written assignments and tests. 

5. Students will analyze and evaluate research articles by written 

assignment 

6. Students will demonstrate the ability to assess and evaluate a 

research proposal and published article. as measured by written 

assignments, class discussion and tests. 

7. Students will define and examine their own abilities to design and 

write research proposals, as measured by written assignments, and 

class discussion. 

8. Students will develop and apply full and rich writing skills 

development utilizing APA style from the APA 5
th

 edition format. 

9. Students will demonstrate knowledge of professional ethical 

standards in counseling research as measured by written 

assignments, class discussion, and tests. 
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Materials 

 

Text:  Exploring Research (2006) 

Author: Salkind, D 

Publisher: Prentice Hall. 

ISBN: 0131937839 

Grading 

 

 Research Proposal: 

               Students will design and present a research proposal. APA 

guidelines required  (60 points) 

 

Quizzes:  

      Two short quizzes will be given at end of three classes. These will be 

short answer designed to cover the lecture and material in that class only. 

(40 points) 

 

Presentations: 

      Week 8-9 when student presents research proposal. (15 points) 

 

Mid term exam: 

     A short essay mid term will be given in week 5 (50 points) 

 

Final Exam; 

     Week 9, multiple choice take home Final.   (80 points) 

 

Attendance and Participation: 

      Four points given each week for attendance and participation.  (36 

points) 

 

Total Points: 246 

 

Grading:  percentage of total points required for grade. 

  

A  100-93 

A- 92-90 

B+   89-87 

B   86-84 

B- 83-80 

C   79-70 

F   69and below  

 

Activities 

 

 Students are required to use Webster University’s online library, 

PASSPORTS. PASSPORTS offers access to many scholarly and 

professional publications free of charge. (http://library.webster.edu) 

 

Students will select and have instructor approve a topic for research and a 

written research paper. APA guidelines required paper of 6 to 9 pages in 

length with minimum of 6 primary references from professional journals in 

area of Clinical Psychology. (60 points) 



 

Research Term Paper : Research a topic/issue approved by instructor, 

utilizing the Webster Library “Passports” system, the Internet and other 

related publications (using at least five references).  It must be typed 

(double-spaced, 6 to 9 pages) and presented in Week 8.  Presentation 

should be approximately 15 minutes in length.  Use APA writing style 

standards.  The use of APA standards is required in all courses. Topic 

must be approved by instructor in advance (refer to list of suggested 

topics).  Grading of the term paper will be reduced if turned in late without 

a very strong justification.  We will utilize two tools to assist the student in 

finalizing their term paper: 

 

 A student may submit their term paper to the On-Line Writing 

Center in St. Louis by email and have a coach make 

suggestions/corrections.  It is up to the student to allow sufficient 

time (generally 7-10 days) for this process to be utilized and still 

turn in the term paper on the assigned date.   

 (http://www.webster.edu/acadaffairs/asp/wc/online.html) 

 

Each student must submit their term paper electronically to the Turn-It-In 

process which requires a class ID, password and course description).  This 

program is a learning tool for the student and will protect YOUR original 

work.  The term paper will be checked for originality against 1.5 billion 

Internet pages in addition to a database of previously submitted student 

work.  It is up to the student to allow sufficient time for this process to be 

utilized, make revisions if necessary/repeat submission and still turn in the 

term paper on the assigned date. Paper submissions are generally returned 

within 1-2 hours.  

Policy Statements: 

University Policies 

 

 University policies are provided in the current course catalog and course 

schedules.   They are also available on the university website. This class is 

governed by the university’s published policies. The following policies are 

of particular interest:  

 

Academic Honesty 

The university is committed to high standards of academic honesty. 

Students will be held responsible for violations of these standards. 

Please refer to the university’s academic honesty policies for a 

definition of academic dishonesty and potential disciplinary actions 

associated with it.  

 

Drops and Withdrawals 

Please be aware that, should you choose to drop or withdraw from 

this course, the date on which you notify the university of your 

decision will determine the amount of tuition refund you receive. 

Please refer to the university policies on drops and withdrawals 

(published elsewhere) to find out what the deadlines are for dropping 

http://www.webster.edu/acadaffairs/asp/wc/online.html


a course with a full refund and for withdrawing from a course with a 

partial refund. 

 

Special Services    

If you need accommodations for a disability, please let the instructor 

know at the beginning of the course so that they can be provided.   

 

Disturbances 

Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without 

interruption, disruption of class by inconsiderate behavior is not 

acceptable. Students are expected to treat the instructor and other 

students with dignity and respect, especially in cases where a 

diversity of opinion arises. Students who engage in disruptive 

behavior are subject to disciplinary action, including removal from 

the course 

 

 ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

 

The University reserves the right to drop students who do not attend class 

the first week of the term/semester. Students are expected to attend all class 

sessions of every course. In the case of unavoidable absence, the student 

must contact the instructor directly.  The instructor may give ample 

warning to the student and then recommend that the student withdraw from 

the course. The student is subject to appropriate academic penalty for 

incomplete or unacceptable makeup work, or for excessive or unexcused 

absences. Generally, a student who misses more than one four-hour course 

period (per course) without a documented military or medical excuse and 

advanced permission from the instructor should withdraw from the class. 

Course Policies Points are subtracted from attendance and participation for missed classes, 

coming more than 15 minutes late or leaving early. 

Weekly Schedule Schedule of class preparations and assignments, lectures, verbal 

student presentations, and examinations: 

 subject to change pending availability of outside media 

videotapes, possible speakers 

  

     Week 1        Introduction. Course Requirements. Overview.  

                         In text-Ch. 1 and 14 and 15 

 

     Week 2       Ch. 2 and 3, Data Collection. 

                         

                        Lecture. Class Discussion. Case Example. Written  

                        Assignments. 

 

     Week 3       Basic statistics. Lecture. Class Discussion. Case  

                         Example. 



                        

     Week 4      Questionnaire and Survey Data and Design                                                             

                        Lecture, Class discussion, Case Examples. 

 

     Week 5       Part A paper due 

              

     Week 6      Basic Inferential Statistics. Examples 

 

     Week 7       Advanced Statistical models. Lecture, Case Examples. 

                         

     Week 8-9      Research Proposals Due. Papers presented to class by 

student. 

 

 

 


