
 

College of Arts and Sciences 
International Relations 

Course Syllabus 

Course COURSE NUMBER: INTL 5560  U.S. Foreign Policy 
Site: Camp Lejeune, NC 
Term:  Fall 1, 2008 

Instructor  Name: 
Phone: 
Email: 

Mr. George Speth 
(910) 251-0166 
georgespeth96@webster.edu 

Catalog 
Description 
 

Students examine the issues, agents, and models surrounding the American 
foreign policy decision-making process and the issues facing the United 
States in contemporary international relations. 

Prerequisites None 
Course Level 
Learning 
Outcomes 
 

At the completion of this course, the student will  be able to: 
a. Gain an understanding of the social, political, religious, economic and 

strategic imperatives prevalent in the formulation of American foreign 
policy, both historically and in present time. 

b. Choose, define, research, analyze and present findings about a 
historical or present day topic that has influenced the creation of 
American foreign policy during the 20th and 21st centuries.  

c. Demonstrate an understanding of the evolution of American foreign 
policy during the 20th century and the early 21st century, especially as 
it was formulated by the fear of the Russian/Soviet threat. 

d. Compare the containment policy of the Cold War era with the 
preemption policy of present time. 

e. Determine the effect that militant Islamic politics has had upon the 
entire policy making decision process since the 1970s 

f. Compare the effectiveness of the present White House foreign policy 
with the propositions put forth by the Princeton Project on National 
Security for the 21st century. 

Materials 
 

The Crucible of Power:  A History of U.S. Foreign Relations Since 1897 
(2nd Edition), Jones, Howard.  (2008)  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.   
ISBN:  0-7425-5826-6 
 
Obtain textbook by calling MBS Direct at 1-800-325-3252, by fax 1-800-499-
0143, or at http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/webster.htm.  

MBS Direct accepts credit card charge, money order or personal check, and 
mails the textbook directly to your physical address.  (No P.O. Boxes.) 

Grading 
 

Final grades will be based on the examination, the weekly 500 word papers, 
the research paper, and oral reports weighted as follows: 
 

Final examination 20% 
Lesson (preparation and 
presentation)  

35% 

Paper: comparison of Bush policy 
with Princeton Project 

35% 

Weekly 500 word summation of 
articles/chapters (optional) 

10% 
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The following table shows the grade associated with each of the different 
ranges of total possible weighted points: 
 

A 100 - 95 % 
A- 94 - 90 % 
B+ 89 - 87 % 
B 86 - 84 % 
B- 83 - 80 % 
C 79 - 75 % 
F Below 75 % 

 

The Rubrics for Written and Oral Evaluations can be found online at 
http://www.webster.edu/lejeune/. 

Activities Learning Objectives 
US Foreign Policy is a study of policy identification, the creation and 
implementation of strategy and the evolution of the present strategy.  Focus 
will be upon the entire 20th and 21st centuries, including the assumption that 
all policy is either regional or global in its context. We will presume that fear 
of Bolshevism and its model state, the Soviet Union, dominated foreign 
policy creation during most of the 20th century.   
 
Ongoing weekly updates of current issues of foreign affairs will be presented.  
Special attention will also be paid to the influences upon policymaking, to 
include public pressure, commercial interests, and domestic political rivalry. 
 
!  Students will be expected to attend all nine meetings; and to have read, 

and be prepared to discuss, the textbook chapters and articles listed for 
each week. 

!  An optional 500 word minimum summary of an assigned reading is due 
weeks 1-5.  See Weekly Schedule for titles and due dates.  These 
summaries should be posted at Assignment drop box at Connections site 
(World Class Room) no later than 8:00AM on Monday preceding class 
meeting day.    

!  This will include the first night of class; students are expected to have 
read and, if they choose, to have prepared a brief paper (500 words 
minimum) summarizing the listed article for first class meeting.  Paper 
will be submitted at Connections site for the first grade by Monday prior 
to class meeting. Otherwise, each student should be prepared for 
discussion, with or without submission of the paper.  

!  Class will commence with a brief one page reading (provided by me) on 
some timely foreign policy topic (as recent as that same day), with 
discussion by members of the class.   

!  Each student will be required to prepare a lesson for the class.    Lesson 
will include research about a facet of American foreign policy, chosen 
from a list of various topics. Included also will be measurement of various 
imperatives that might have affected the chosen topic, and projections 
about its status in the future.  All this to be presented to classmembers in 
an oral report, a discussion, and including some form of visual 
presentation (Power Point, video or handout, for example). 

!  Lesson topic will be updated week to week. As new imperatives are 
introduced, students will gauge the degree of influence each one has upon 



 3 

their individual topic. 
!   There will be a lesson topic sign up sheet available for student preview 

one week prior to commencement of term. 
!  Research list (following APA guidelines) of sources employed in creation 

of lesson will be submitted to instructor and classmates.  
!  Information presented by and discussed with classmates is considered 
      testable material, and will appear in question form on the final exam. 
!  Students are encouraged to participate in class discussion; this will 

include observations and questions about topics at hand.   
!  All written work for WednesdaysÕ classes will be submitted to World 

Class Room at the Connections website by preceding Monday at 8:00AM. 
Late arriving work can be assessed 10 points per each 24 hour period of 
tardiness. 

!  A lecture/discussion will be presented that corresponds to the assigned 
textbook and article readings for the week.  

!  All students will compose a Òcompare and contrastÓ analysis of the 
present White House foreign policy and the Princeton Project proposed 
foreign policy.  This activity will be presented as a 5-6 page paper with 
information drawn from Jones textbook and a copy of the Princeton 
Project. Paper is due Monday of the 8th week of term.   

!  Final exam is taken during 9th week class; comprised of short essay type 
answers. All instructorÕs lessons, student presentations, readings, written 
assignments and research are considered testable material.  

!  In summary, course is comprised of Òcompare/contrastÓ paper of present 
American foreign policy and Princeton Project proposals, optional 
summaries of weekly articles, chapter readings from the textbook as 
prelude to class lectures, lesson prepared and presented by class members, 
current event foreign policy reading and discussion, and a final exam at 
conclusion of the semester.  

 

Weekly Summation of Articles 
An article that corresponds to each weekÕs topic will be listed and linked on 
this syllabus, or found in articles folder at course site.  Each student should 
read the assigned article, and may choose to compose a brief minimum 500 
word summary, and submit by Monday morning (8:00AM) at course site 
found at World Class Room (Connections). Print a copy for your class 
discussion purpose. 
 

Classroom Lesson Project 
Each studentÕs lesson will examine a topic (selected from a posted list at 
Connections site) in American foreign policy.  This activity should include 
background, identification and categorization of imperatives that contribute to 
creation of the situation. In addition, a scholarly analysis about the perceived 
success/ failure of chosen topic is required.  A reference list is required. Topic 
choice must be submitted no later than 1st class meeting.  Students with their 
own proposals are encouraged to contact Mr. Speth before initial class 
meeting. 
 

Oral Presentation 
Oral presentation is the introduction of the lesson to the class. Students will 
include all information as described above, and chair a discussion with 
classmates. Use of handouts, overhead transparencies, PowerPoint slides, 
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documentaries or other video genre is required.  However, reading from aids 
including note cards could result in point reductions.  If note cards or prompts 
are taken to the lectern, the student must receive prior approval from the 
instructor.  The presentation is to be divided into distinct sections including: 
Introduction, Methodology, Literature Review, Findings / Discussion, and 
Conclusion / Recommendations.   
 

Compare/Contrast Paper 
Final assignment is an assessment of the G.W. Bush White House foreign 
policy, and a comparison with the envisioned 21st century Princeton Project.  
Paper will include a description of both topics, comparison of the features 
that are similar, contrast of differences, and a brief personal comment from 
the student author. Paper will require no additional research as textbook and 
Princeton Project are only required reading.  Paper should be minimum 1500 
words (5-6 pages) and submitted by Monday of 8th week of term.   
 

Final Examination 
There will be a final examination using short essay format.  All topics that 
were assigned and presented through oral report by class members, intel 
readings, articles, textbook and lecture topics during the semester, will be 
represented within the listed questions.  You will be required to answer five 
questions, each satisfying a 100 word minimum.  There is a two-hour time 
limit for the completion of the examination. 
 

Note: All written work is required to be submitted to the instructor 
electronically via Blackboard Vista; students may NOT use the 
instructorÕs email address.  A hard copy may also be submitted at the 
instructorÕs discretion. 

Policy 
Statements: 
University 
Policies 
 

University policies are provided in the current course catalog and course 
schedules.   They are also available on the university website. This class is 
governed by the universityÕs published policies. The following policies are of 
particular interest:  
 

Academic Honesty 
The university is committed to high standards of academic honesty. Students 
will be held responsible for violations of these standards. Please refer to the 
universityÕs academic honesty policies for a definition of academic 
dishonesty and potential disciplinary actions associated with it.  
 

Drops and Withdrawals 
Please be aware that, should you choose to drop or withdraw from this 
course, the date on which you notify the university of your decision will 
determine the amount of tuition refund you receive. Please refer to the 
university policies on drops and withdrawals (published elsewhere) to find 
out what the deadlines are for dropping a course with a full refund and for 
withdrawing from a course with a partial refund. 
 

Special Services    
If you have registered as a student with a documented disability and are 
entitled to classroom or testing accommodations, please inform the instructor 
at the beginning of the course of the accommodations you will require in this 
class so that these can be provided.  
Disturbances 
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Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without 
interruption, disruption of class by inconsiderate behavior is not acceptable. 
Students are expected to treat the instructor and other students with dignity 
and respect, especially in cases where a diversity of opinion arises. Students 
who engage in disruptive behavior are subject to disciplinary action, 
including removal from the course. 

 

Student Assignments Retained 
From time to time, student assignments or projects will be retained by The 
Department for the purpose of academic assessment.   In every case, should 
the assignment or project be shared outside the academic Department, the 
student's name and all identifying information about that student will be 
redacted from the assignment or project.  

Course Policies All papers will be in accordance with guidelines found in the Publication 
Manual of the American Psychological Association, latest edition and the 
Webster APA Guidelines. 
 

Turnitin.com  
Students are strongly encouraged to make use of this programÕs capabilities 
to help them prevent unintentional plagiarism.  The information required to 
access the program will be forwarded to students by the instructor.  
 
Passports 
Students should make full use of the Webster LibraryÕs Passport capabilities 
to perform literature searches.  It is important to cite information from 
reputable sources.  Question the validity of information and only cite subject 
experts, professional journals, government agencies, or similar acceptable 
sources. 
 
Class Attendance:  The following Webster University Graduate School 
Policy is in effect for this course: 

 

¥ All classes will meet the entire period a course is scheduled to meet 4 
hours per night (day) for 9 weeks, or as otherwise scheduled with 
approval by the Director. 

 

¥ The student should notify the instructor prior to class if an absence is 
anticipated and should not miss more than 4 contact hours. Makeup 
work will be assigned and, if the absence is unexcused, the work may 
exceed the material presented in class. 

 

¥ Persistent lateness or leaving class early could result in grade point 
reduction. 

 

¥ For absences of 8 hours, (other than documented, pre-approved absences), 
the instructor can opt to lower the student's grade significantly if all make 
up work is not completed in a timely fashion. The instructor should fail 
the student if the assigned makeup work has not been completed upon 
return of absences, or the student fails to notify the instructor prior to the 
absences. 

 

¥ If a student is absent 12 hours or more, the instructor will assign the grade 
of "F". It is the student's responsibility to withdraw from the course. 
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¥ For pre-approved excused absences (in an extreme case) when the 
instructor chooses to award a grade of I (Incomplete) for 6 to 12 hours 
missed, the student must provide acceptable documentation to verify that 
the absences were unavoidable (e.g. illness, military TAD, etc.). These 
actions will be coordinated with the Director. Students will only be 
allowed 30 days from date of last scheduled class to complete all 
outstanding tests and assignments. 

 

¥ In all cases, the student needs to withdraw from the regular course if 
he/she has more that 16 hours of credit absences. Students who fail to 
comply with this policy should realize they become responsible for the 
full tuition rate, will then receive the grade of "F" for the course and will 
have to retake the course in its entirety. 

Weekly Schedule May be changed, with the directorÕs approval, to suit the needs of the class,                                   
participants or goals of the class. 

 Week 1 
 
Objectives a 
and c  

Read: Jones: Chapters 1 and 2 
America as an Imperial Power, Spanish American War, 
Roosevelt Corollary, Open Door 
 

Lesson:  ÒThe Imperatives that Generate American Foreign  
PolicyÓ 
 

Article  and summary:   
U.S. National Security Doctrines Historically Viewed found 
at: 

 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/archives_roll/2004_04-
06/sempa_nsd/sempa_nsd.html 
 

You are welcome, but not required, to compose a 500 
word essay, summarizing the article.  This paper should 
then be submitted as an attachment at both World 
Classroom (Connections site) and at gspeth@ec.rr.com by 
Monday at 8:00AM prior  to class meeting time. Each 
class member should be prepared to discuss their analysis 

 Week 2 
 
Objectives a, b, 
and c  
 

Read: Jones:  Chapters 3, 4 and 5 
The Great War, Wilsonian Diplomacy, the Siberian 
deployment, Comparison to present day Iraq (make them 
elect good men), Dawes Plan 
 

View: The Great War: Versailles and American Policy, 
 Revolution and Bolsheviks 
 

Article  and summary: Woodrow Wilson and the 
Bolsheviks: The ÒAcid TestÓ of Soviet-American 
Relations, Betty Miller Unterberger (found in articles folder 
at Connections site) 
 

Computer lab activity scheduled  
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 Week 3 
 
Objectives a, 
b, and c 

 

Read: Jones:  Chapters 6, 7 and 8 
The fascist threat, World War two, fear of Soviet withdrawal, 
early Cold war. 
 

Article  and summary: The X article, Sources of Soviet 
Conduct, George Kennan, Foreign Affairs, July 1947 
 

View: Cold War preview: ÒComradesÓ  
 

Student presentations and discussion of project first part  

 Week 4 
 
Objectives a, b, 
c, and d 
 

Read: Jones:  Chapter 9 Early Cold War;  Chapters 9 and 10  
Cold War and Containment in Europe and the Near East, 
1945-1950 
 

Article  and summary: Truman and Israel (Connections site) 
 

View:  Cold War Truman Doctrine 
 

Student presentations and discussion of project first part  

 Week 5 
 
Objectives a, b, 
c and d 
 

Read: Jones:  Chapters 13 and 14 
Containment in Collapse: Johnson and Vietnam, 1963-1969 
and Vietnamization through Detente: A New Containment 
1969-1977 
 

Article  and summary:   No Good Choices: LBJ and the 
Vietnam/Great Society Connection, Francis m. Bator, 
Diplomatic History, Volume 32 Issue 3,  Page 309-340, June 
2008  found at Connections,  
 

View:  Vietnam;  Tet and its results 
 

Student lesson presentations and discussion  
 Week 6 

 
Objectives c 
and d 
 

Read: Jones:  Chapter 16  
Carter (  Camp David, Iran and Hostages, SALT II failure, 
Afghanistan invasion and attempts to punish Russia) Reagan 
and the Revival of Containment  Chapter 17- Collapse of the 
Soviet Union 
 

View:   Cold War, ÒConclusionÓ  
 

Student lesson presentations and discussion  
 Week 7 

 
 
Objectives b, c 
& d 
 

Read: Jones: Chapters 17 and 18 (these final chapters will be 
foundation of information about existing foreign policy) 
 

The Princeton Project on National Security 
http://www.wws.princeton.edu/ppns/report/FinalReport.pdf 
 

View:    Holy warriors 
 

Discuss:   
¥ fundamental precepts of recent White House foreign 

policy.   
¥ fundamental ideas found in Princeton Project. 

 

Student lesson presentations and discussion 
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 Week 8 
 
Objectives a, b, 
c, d, e & f 
 

The Princeton Project on National Security continuedÉ  
 

Analysis due: compare and contrast present foreign policy 
with proposed 21st century foreign policy.  

 

Classroom discussion about final essay 

 Week 9 Final exam administered, and papers returned 
End of class discussion. 
 

 
 
 
Reviewed by:  Cynthia A. Rose                                Approved date:  7/25/08 


