WorldClassRoom

Discussions

This tutorial is designed to help you:
e Become familiar with the three discussion topic types: Threaded, Blog, and Journal
e Post discussion messages in your WorldClassRoom course.

The Discussions tool is a forum for communication that enables communication between students in the
online learning community. The Discussions tool allows students to discuss topics and post messages at
any time. Discussions may be divided into categories and they are often related to a chapter, a specific
question, or the introduction of a new concept, depending on the course design.

There are three types of discussions that can be used in your online course:

e Threaded: Form of structured online discussion where users post and reply to messages that
are grouped together. This will most closely resemble the back and forth dialogue that would
take place in a face to face class.

e Blog: A collaborative space with entries that are posted in reverse chronological order. This can
be a place for sharing information that doesn’t require a response.

e Journal: A place where you can place your personal reflection on course topics or lectures.
Journals are a personal space therefore only the author of the journal may create an entry and
the exchange is private between the instructor and the student.

Posting a Discussion Message
1. From within your WorldClassRoom

course, locate Discussions under [ Expanc Al [[ Collapse Al | Display: | wThreaded |4 Unthreaced | @Al |essUnread
Course Tools and/or in the weekly M Sublect & Messages Author  Date
. [ ~Posting a Discussion Message Demo Student April 27, 2009 9:36 AM
learning modules. % New)
2. Select the discussion topic you need |z:‘ 1 Mark as Read || = Mark as Unread Ha Create Printable V\ew| ‘ % Delete|
Move to: [- Select - El[2] Copyto:[- Select - EIEY

to read for the weekly assignment.
3. You should view a page of discussion messages under the topic. A message marked with the
word New means this message has not been read by you.
4. Select the linked message title to read

Message Previous Message
the mESSBgE- Subject: Posting a Discussion Topic: 1a Icebreaker Discussion
. Message

5. Select Reply to post a response to this | aumor: nems stusent « Date: April 30, 2003 12: 14 P

pOStmg- After reading the message found in this location, you may choose to
6. When the RepIy page appears, select reply to this message by selecting Reply.

the text box and type your message in

Repl
the text box. Xk . ‘ .
. Subject: [Posting a Discussion Message
7. Select Post to post this message. " _
essage:

Preview allows you t? VI‘eW the This is the text box where you will type your
message before posting it. Save as message.

Draft allows you to save the message
and edit it later.

Helpful Hint: The WorldClassRoom I™ Use HTML | Insert squation|few =] %
tools have a built in time out feature Attachments:

to ensure the safety of your data. [ Post | [ Preview | [ Cancel | | [ Save as Draft |
Typing inside of the text box in the * Required field

discussion tool does not count as
activity on the WCR timer. We recommend that you type any long message in a word processor
and then cut and paste into the message box in the discussion.
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Creating a New Message
Threaded Discussion and Blog

1. Select Discussions in the Course Tools menu or in the desired weekly module.
To start a new posting in a threaded discussion and blog, click Create Message.
Enter a unique subject title.
Type your message in the text box.
Select Post.
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Compiling Messages
1. Select Discussions in the Course Tools menu or in the desired weekly module.
2. Select the discussion topic you would like to view.
3. You can select Create Printable View to view all the messages under the topic.

Viewing Messages
1. Select Discussions in the Course Tools menu or in the desired weekly module.
2. Toview all messages in a threaded topic, click Expand All. All of the threads are expanded.
3. Toview all message titles in a single thread, click the Expand icon.
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