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Graduate Majors Offered
· M.M. in Music with a Major in:

· Composition

· Jazz Studies

· Music Education 

· Performance

· Orchestral Performance

· Church Music

· M.A. with a Major in Music, with emphasis to be determined in consultation with the director of graduate studies in music
Admission and Audition Requirements

Students seeking admission to the M.M. or M.A. in Music must submit or complete the following:
· An application for graduate studies in music
· An official transcript that documents having received a baccalaureate degree in music from an accredited institution.

· A satisfactory audition/interview before an appointed faculty committee.  Guidelines for audition repertoire are available upon request from the Director of Graduate Studies in Music or the specific program director.

· Successful completion of written examinations in music history/literature and music theory.  (Remedial studies - without credit - may be prescribed for students who have deficiencies in these areas.)
· Three letters of recommendation, at least two of which should be from former music teachers.

Music Audition Procedures
· Church Music
· Minimum of three works in contrasting styles from classical or sacred repertoire for piano, voice, or organ as the major instrument.

· If piano or organ is not the major instrument, a demonstration of keyboard skills is expected.

· Composition

· Present portfolio of scores in various genres, as well as recordings of the works from performances, or electronic realizations.

· Perform on major instrument.

· Instrumental Performance and Orchestral Performance (woodwind, brass, strings, percussion)
· Minimum of three major works, preferably performed from memory in a variety of historical and technical styles.

· Orchestral Performance applicants should perform excerpts from standard orchestral literature.

· Jazz Studies

· Prepare a minimum of three works from memory.

· Instrumentalists should demonstrate improvisation skills on a 12 bar blues, a standard by Ellington or a similar composer, and a contemporary jazz work.
· Vocalists perform three standards from the jazz repertoire.  Scat singing may be requested.
· Percussionists will demonstrate an understanding of swing, Latin, fusion, and other styles.

· A brief sight-reading demonstration may be required.

· Music Education

· An interview with a committee of full-time music faculty replaces the performing audition.
· Piano or Organ

· Minimum of three major works, performed from memory, in contrasting styles.

· Two selections must be from Baroque, Classical, or Romantic periods.

· Third selection from Impressionist or contemporary periods.

· Voice

· Must submit previous recital programs.

· Will be assessed on knowledge of repertoire, diction, and language phonetics.

· Perform five works from memory, including oratorio/opera arias and songs from the classical repertoire in four languages.

· May be asked to sight-sing or vocalize to assess pitch perception and tone production.

· Master of Arts

· Follow guidelines for instrument or interest as described above.  Applicants should discuss audition preparation with Director of Graduate Studies in Music.

Ensemble Requirement
· All graduate students in music must complete two semesters in a major ensemble.
· Jazz studies majors may fulfill this requirement through the various jazz ensembles.

· Composition majors will participate in the New Music Ensemble for one term, with a second term in Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, Big Band or a choral ensemble.

· Students in other areas choose choir, orchestra, or wind ensemble.

Degree Specific Academic Requirements
· Master of Music, Composition Emphasis
· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 7 - 9 hours of electives

· Program focuses primarily on contemporary concert music

· Three faculty composers work directly with composition majors

· Participate in one of the following major ensembles for one semester

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Wind Ensemble

· Webster University Big Band

· Students must submit a major composition project (thesis) and present a recital of works completed while at Webster of at least 45 minutes in length.

· Submit a recording of the recital with thesis manuscript.

· Master of Music Jazz Studies Emphasis

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 6 hours of electives

· Program based around small group performing experience.

· Students may emphasize composition or performance.

· Students electing to emphasize jazz history may pursue M.A. in Music.

· Students must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters

· Jazz Ensemble (Combos)
· Webster University Jazz Singers (vocal majors only)

· Webster University Big Band

· Webster University Mini Big Band

· Final project consists of two recitals or one major arranging/composition  project, or one major historical document/analysis.

· Master of Music Performance Emphasis

· Major Areas of Emphasis

· Piano

· Voice

· Guitar

· Organ

· Intensive curriculum in solo and ensemble experiences.

· Piano, Guitar and Organ Performance
· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 12 hours of electives

· Students must participate in one of the following ensembles for two semesters

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Big Band

· Webster University Mini Big Band

· Vocal Performance 
· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 4 hours of electives

· Majors must participate in one of the following ensembles for two semesters

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Opera Studio - may count as major ensemble for one semester, but only if student has a major role and only if student takes Opera Studio during fall semester.

· Students must perform two public solo recitals.

· Master of Music Orchestral Performance Emphasis

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 3 - 5 hours of electives

· Program permits combination of solo, chamber, and orchestral training.

· Private instruction provided by full-time and adjunct faculty artists and by members of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra.

· Students must participate in the Webster University Symphony Orchestra every semester in program, usually 4 semesters.

· Students must participate in Webster University Chamber Music Ensembles for two semesters.

· Students must present two public solo recitals.
· Master of Music Church Music Emphasis

· Degree Requirements

· 36 credit hours with a minimum of 22 graduate credit hours earned at Webster University and a minimum of 10 credit hours at Eden Seminary.

· Degree designed specifically for musicians serving as directors of music, organists, and/or choir directors in a church setting.

· Core courses in music theory and history.

· Must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters.
· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Must present one public musical presentation

· Organ recital or choral concert with a church or other choir conducted by the student.
· Repertoire selected to represent sacred choral works from a variety of important composers and musical eras.

· Must demonstrate keyboard proficiency by playing selected 4-part hymns

· Master of Music Education Emphasis

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 6 hours of music education electives and 6 hours of electives in music and/or education

· Program designed specifically for public and private school music teachers at all levels (K - 12) in choral, general, and instrumental music.

· Core courses in music education, music theory and music history.  Remaining courses selected from grad courses in M.M. curriculum or M.A.T. curriculum.
· Students must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters.

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Wind Ensemble

· Webster University Jazz Singers

· Webster University Big Band

· Students must complete final project (thesis and oral examination or comprehensive written and oral examinations).

· Master of Music Education with Orff Emphasis

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 0 - 4 hours of general education electives and 0 - 4 hours of music, music education or Orff methodology electives 

· Certified teachers (or those currently pursuing state certification) may combine courses in music education with studies leading to national certification in Orff Schulwerk methodology.

· M.M. in Music Education/Orff emphasis includes advanced musicianship and education courses with workshops and studies specific to Orff approach.

· Courses offered in the evening and during the summer

· Instructors nationally recognized experts in the Orff Schulwerk program.

· Students must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters.

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Wind Ensemble

· Webster University Jazz Singers

· Webster University Big Band

· Students must complete a final project (thesis or major project)

· M.A. in Music

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 10 - 12 hours of music electives and 10 - 12 hours in additional coursework in music or another related field such as art, literature, philosophy or history

· Program balanced among three areas

· Core courses in music history, theory, and performance

· Supportive courses in music (area of emphasis)

· Additional coursework in music or a related field

· Suggested areas of emphasis

· Piano Pedagogy/Performance

· Vocal Pedagogy/Performance

· Jazz Studies

· Conducting

· Composition/Arranging

· Music History/Theory

· Accompanying

· Chamber Music

· Other areas as approved by the Director of Graduate Studies

· Students must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters.

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Choral Society

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Wind Ensemble
· Jazz Ensemble (Jazz Studies emphasis only)

· Webster University Jazz Singers (Jazz Studies emphasis only)

· Webster University Big Band (Jazz Studies emphasis only)

· Webster University Mini Big Band (Jazz Studies emphasis only)
· Final Project/Recital Program

· Students must present a major historical, pedagogical, or analytical paper, a recital, or other appropriate demonstration.
· Final project must be approved by the Director of area of emphasis in consultation with Director of Graduate Studies and Chair of the Department of Music.

· M.A. in Music (Orff Emphasis)

· Degree Requirements

· 32 credit hours, including 0 - 6 hours in general education (M.A.T.) electives, 3 - 6 hours in music education or Orff methodology electives, and 3 - 6 hours in music or related field (4000 level or above) electives
· Leads to national certification in Orff methodology.
· Courses offered in evening and during the summer.

· Instructors are nationally recognized experts in the Orff Schulwerk program.

· Students must participate in one of the following major ensembles for two semesters.

· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra

· Webster University Wind Ensemble

· Webster University Jazz Singers (Upon approved request)

· Webster University Big Band (Upon approved request)

· Webster University Mini Big Band (Upon approved request)

· Students must complete Final project (thesis or major project)

Assessment Points
· Academic Assessment and Advising

· Faculty carefully monitors student progress.  Concerns are reported to the Curricular Directors and to the Department Chair for consultations with the student.  Academic advising is a top priority.

· Jury Examinations

· All applied music students must take a jury examination at the end of each semester for each applied music course.  The only exception will be for those who have given a satisfactory Junior, Senior, or Graduate recital within the semester.  

· Jury form is completed each time by jury committee using department guidelines set forth by the NASM, of which Webster has been a member since 1950.  

· Final course grade determined by jury exam and the teacher’s grade.  

· Students may procure their comment sheets from the Music Office following the jury.  As required by the NASM, these forms are retained as part of a student’s permanent record.

· Degree Recitals

· Students in graduate performance degree programs are required to give two solo recitals.  

· The academic advisor for graduate students will appoint a faculty recital committee to hear each degree recital.

· Pre-Recital Hearing

· Required for all Masters degree recitals for a faculty committee.
· This hearing committee will determine if the recital is acceptable for public performance or if it is to be postponed for further preparation.

· Graduate recitals must last between 50 and 70 minutes (including a 5-minute intermission).

· Students will receive formal written notification from the Department Chair of the recital results within one week of the performance date.  If a major portion of the performance is unacceptable to the faculty committee, the entire recital must be performed again to the committee’s satisfaction.

· Final Project/Thesis

· Students in non-performance graduate degree programs may perform in one solo recital as well as present a final project or thesis.

· Final project/thesis topic is approved by Director of area of emphasis in consultation with Director of Graduate Studies and Chair of the Department of Music.

· Final project/thesis is reviewed by committee of full-time music faculty.

· Oral Examination

· All graduate degree music students must successfully complete an oral exam by a committee of full-time faculty after finishing their studies and presenting their recitals/projects/theses in order to receive their degree. 
· The oral examination assesses the candidate’s knowledge of music history/literature, theory/analysis, and areas specific to the candidate’s emphasis.
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