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Primary focus of the department is instruction designed to prepare students for careers in commercial music, composition, jazz studies, music education, pedagogy and performance.

Undergraduate Majors and Degrees Offered
· B.M. in Music with an Emphasis in:

· Composition

· Instrumental Performance (including orchestral, wind, brass, string and percussion instruments, and classical guitar

· Jazz Studies:  Performance (Instrumental and Vocal)

· Jazz Studies:   Music Technology (Instrumental and Vocal)

· Organ Performance

· Piano Performance

· Voice Performance

· B.M.Ed. (Music Education ) with an emphasis in:

· Choral Music K - 12

· Instrumental Music K - 12

· B.A. in Music (Instrumental and Vocal)

Undergraduate Minors Offered
· Music

Admission and Audition Requirements

· Admission as a freshman or transfer student ( as music major or minor) involves three things.
· Must be academically admitted to the university

· Must pass an audition and interview by music faculty (4 - 10 faculty)

· Audition is graded on a 1 - 10 scale.  

· Approximately 100 auditions each year with a current average acceptance rate of 60 - 70%.

· To be fully admitted to the department as an undergraduate music major or minor requires the following minimum scores depending on the area of study.
· Bachelor of Music in performance (classical or jazz, instrumental or vocal) or composition requires a minimum score of 8.5.

· Bachelor of Music Education (B.M.Ed.) or Bachelor of Music in Jazz Technology requires a minimum score of 8.25.

· B.A. in Music requires a minimum score of 8.0.

· Minor in Music requires a minimum score of 7.5.

· Most students currently in the department received 9’s and 10’s
· Specific audition requirements for each music degree program are available through the department or on the web site. 

· Freshman applicants must take a theory placement exam to determine placement in appropriate level classes.  Score does not affect acceptance or denial to the department.  Transfer applicants may not be required to take this exam depending on prior studies.
· Students will not be accepted into the department or nominated for financial aid before completion of a university application, which includes submission of official transcripts, ACT or SAT scores, three letters of recommendation (two from current or former music teachers) and a completed essay.
Departmental Academic Requirements
· All degrees in music offered by Webster University adhere to the standards of the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM).  NASM is the national accrediting body for music.

· Students seeking B.M. or B.M.Ed. must complete between 88 - 94 credit hours in the department, depending upon the emphasis requirement.  

· Students seeking B.A. must complete at least 53 of 128 credit hours in the department.
· Music courses completed with a grade of “C-“ do not count toward fulfilling specific course requirements. 

· Music majors, whether full- or part-time, are required to participate in a major ensemble, appropriate to their degree program.  In general, undergraduate music majors participate in at least two ensembles per semester.

· Required to attend each scheduled rehearsal and concert.

· Required to follow the appropriate dress code for ensemble concerts.

· Department “major ensembles” are:
· Webster University Chorale

· Webster University Concert Choir

· Webster University Choral Society
· Webster University Opera Studio

· Webster University Jazz Ensembles (Combos)

· Webster University Jazz Singers

· Webster University Big Band

· Webster University “Mini” Big Band

· Webster University Wind Ensemble

· Webster University Symphony Orchestra
· Webster University New Music Ensemble

· All undergraduate performance majors have the following expectations:

·  Attend weekly Master Classes.

· Master Classes by definition include performance/critique, observations, and discussion with appropriate faculty.

· Perform on Thursday student recitals.

· Present a junior and a senior solo recital.

· Serve as performance assistants for recitals at least once per year.  

· Each undergraduate music major is required to receive the grade of “P” for six semesters of MUSC 0890 (Recital Attendance) for 0 credit hours.  

· Student must attend ten events - eight concerts or recitals from the Music Department ensembles, concerts and recitals, and two seminars.  

· To earn credit for attendance, the student must sign the Recital Attendance Sheet at each Music Department event that he/she attends or at which he/she performs.

· All undergraduate music majors must meet a piano proficiency requirement.  For most degree programs, this requirement will be met by successful completion of musicianship classes (MUSC 1810, 1820, 2810, 2820).  Undergraduate students with no prior piano experience must complete Class Piano I and II.  Transfer students who are not required to take musicianship classes must take a proficiency exam in their second semester at Webster, but not later than one semester before the semester of graduation.  A student may be withheld from graduation if proficiency is not demonstrated.

Degree Specific Academic Requirements

· B.M. with an emphasis in Composition students have the following additional requirements:

· Degree Requirements

· 81 required credit hours

· 12 general education credit hours

· 35 elective credit hours

· Before formal acceptance into the composition program
· Student must take 6 hours of MUSC 3010 and present composition faculty with a portfolio of compositions for approval and acceptance.

· Must have a grade of 3.0 or above in Music Theory (MUSC 1010, 1020, 2010, 2020), Musicianship (MUSC 1810, 1820, 2810, 2820) and Composition (MUSC 3010) classes. 

· Must have a minimum of three original works performed in public during the freshman, sophomore and junior years.  May be for traditional media, electronic instruments and/or digital source, or with film or video.  At least one member of the faculty should be present at any significant performance of a student’s works.   If not possible, student must present recording of the performance and official copy of performance program.
· Composition majors must attend a weekly master class each semester of enrollment. 

· Senior students must submit a major composition and complete a recital of works completed at Webster of at least 45 minutes in length.  
· Must maintain 3.0 or above in all music courses.

· Applied music requirement

· Twelve hours in major instrument, four of which must be in piano.

· When applied area is voice or an orchestral instrument, 8 of the 12 hours must be in that area.

· B.M. with an emphasis in Instrumental Performance 
· Degree Requirements

· 86 required credit hours

· 12 general education credit hours

· 30 elective credit hours 
· Students should expect to perform in University-sponsored ensemble concerts, including choral concerts, musical theatre performances, or Opera.

· Students must attend weekly Master Classes.

· Students must give two performances per term on Thursday Student Recitals. 
· Students must present a Junior and a Senior solo recital.

· B.M. with an emphasis in Jazz Studies: Performance
· Degree Requirements

· 88 required credit hours

· 12 general education credit hours

· 28 elective credit hours

· Students will participate in jazz combos, Big Band, Mini Big Band or Jazz Singers.

· Students must attend weekly Master Classes, including critiqued performances, each semester of enrollment.
· Students must present a Junior and a Senior solo recital.

· B.M. with an emphasis in Jazz Studies: Music Technology
· Degree Requirements

· 90 required credit hours

· 12 general education credit hours

· 26 elective credit hours

· Students must attend weekly Master Classes, including critiqued performances each semester of enrollment. 
· Students must complete a senior project.
· Senior project will consist of a compact disc of between 45 and 60 minutes in length which will demonstrate the student’s skill as a MIDI programmer, performer, arranger, composer, and recording engineer.  

· Student must submit a one-page project proposal for approval to the Director of Jazz Studies no later than Friday of the first week of the student’s final semester.  

· Project must be turned in no later than 4 weeks prior to graduation.

· Following a successful review by the jazz studies faculty, student receive written notification of project acceptance.
· B.M. with an emphasis in Piano Performance 
· Degree Requirements

· 83 required credit hours

· 12 general education credit hours

· 33 elective credit hours

· Students must participate in chamber music ensembles
· Students must attend weekly Master Classes each semester of enrollment
· Students must perform on the Thursday student recitals at least twice/semester.

· Students must serve regularly as vocal, instrumental or ensemble accompanists.  
· Students must spend a minimum of 1 hour/week accompanying vocalists or instrumentalists beginning with sophomore year or earlier at discretion of teacher.
· Students must present a Junior and a Senior solo recital. 
· B.M. with an emphasis in Voice Performance
· Degree Requirements

· 94 required credit hours, includes 9 credit hours of foreign language study

· 12 general education credit hours

· 22 elective credit hours 
· Students must attend weekly Master Classes each semester of enrollment
· Students must perform on the Thursday student recitals at least twice/semester.
· Students must present a Junior and a Senior solo recital.

· Students must also fulfill a language requirement by studying French, German, or Italian, with a minimum of two semesters of one language, a third semester in a different language. .

· Students are expected to take lyric diction in Italian, French, German and English.
· B.M.Ed. with an emphasis in Choral Music K-12 
· Degree Requirements

· 128 required credit hours

· Students must successfully complete the Piano Proficiency Exam before beginning apprentice teaching.  
· Students must be able to play piano accompaniments to instrumental and choral music from collections of intermediate difficulty used in public or private schools.

· Students must maintain a 3.0 average in all required music and education classes with no grade lower than a “C” in music and education classes. Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.5.

· Students must pass all sections of the C-BASE test.

· Students must pass the Music Education PRAXIS exam. 
· B.M.Ed. with an emphasis in Instrumental Music K-12 
· Degree Requirements

· 133 required credit hours

· Students must successfully complete the Piano Proficiency Exam before beginning apprentice teaching.  

· Students must be able to play piano accompaniments to instrumental and choral music from collections of intermediate difficulty used in public or private schools.

· Students must maintain a 3.0 average in all required music and education classes with no grade lower than a “C” in music and education classes. Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.5.

· Students must pass all sections of the C-BASE test.

· Students must pass the Music Education PRAXIS exam. 

· B.A. in Music
· Degree Requirements

· 53 required credit hours

· 27 general education credit hours 

· 48 elective credit hours

· Students may select an music emphasis area with the consent of the faculty.

· Students are encouraged to select a second field of study or minor. 

· Students are encouraged and/or required to participate in weekly master classes depending upon their emphasis area or ensemble. 

· Students must submit a senior thesis.  

· At end of junior year, submit three possible thesis topics (with bibliography for each)

· Faculty committee will review and approve one of the topics.

· Upon approval, student must enroll in MUSC 4611, Senior Thesis in fall semester of senior year.

· Final thesis submitted immediately following spring break of student’s senior year.

· Final thesis reviewed by faculty committee for approval
· Music Minor

· Degree Requirements

· 18 credit hours successfully completed through the following classes:

· 6 credit hours in music history courses

· 6 credit hours in music theory courses

· 2 - 4 credit hours of applied music

· 2 - 4 credit hours of ensembles

Assessment Points
· Faculty members advise and work very closely with each music major to track academic and performance progress and advise accordingly. Hence, regular and ongoing communication is crucial between teachers and students..
· Candidacy Examination taken by all undergraduate music majors in spring of the sophomore year or upon completion of 45 or more credit hours as music majors.  The CE assesses a student’s success in the first two years of music study and helps the faculty determine a student’s potential for graduation within a given degree program.   No student is fully accepted into the department as a major until the CE is completed successfully.  The exam consists of the following:

· A performance of two or more works for faculty.
· A comprehensive interview with faculty.
· Review of student’s academic record.  No grade lower than “C” in freshman and sophomore music courses will be accepted.

· Meeting with Department Chair the following day to review the results orally.  Generally, candidacy exam results are not a surprise to students or faculty.

· Student and advisor receive a letter from the chair on the results of the exam. 

· The results of the Candidacy Exam will be one of the following:

· Student is fully admitted to the department.

· Student is admitted on probation.

· Student is admitted but advised to enter a different music degree program (i.e., a B.M. program changed to a B.A. program).

· Student is given another chance to take the exam after further practice and study.

· Student is denied admission and dropped as a music major. 

· Full acceptance to the department suggests to the student that a successful career in music is realistic.
· Degree Recitals

· Students in undergraduate performance degree programs are required to present junior and senior recitals.  
· In addition, they are required to perform at least twice each semester in the Thursday student recitals.
· All other music majors are encouraged to perform for recitals as well.

· The appropriate academic program advisor for undergraduate students will appoint a faculty recital committee to hear each degree recital.

· Students will receive formal written notification from the Department Chair of the recital results within one week of the performance date.  If a major portion of the performance is unacceptable to the faculty committee, the entire recital must be performed again to the committee’s satisfaction.

· Non-degree recitals do not require faculty adjudication or a grade, but the recitalist may request a committee to provide a recital critique. 
· Pre-Recital Hearing presented to a Faculty Committee
· Required for B.A. or B.M.Ed. students who wish to present a recital.

· Optional for junior and senior recitals upon request of the major professor or a member of the student’s recital committee.  

· The hearing committee will determine if the recital is acceptable for public performance or if it is to be postponed for further preparation.

· Junior recitals must last between 45 and 50 minutes (including a 5-minute intermission).
· Senior recitals must last between 50 and 60 minutes (including a 5-minute intermission).

· All students enrolled in applied music must take and pass a jury examination at the end of each semester for each applied music course.  The only exception will be for those who have given a satisfactory Junior or Senior recital within the semester.  

· Jury form is completed each time by jury committee using department guidelines set forth by the National Association of Schools of Music, of which Webster has been a member since 1950.  

· Final course grade determined by jury exam and the teacher’s grade.  

· Students may procure their comment sheets from the Music Office following the jury.  As required by the NASM, these forms are retained as part of a student’s permanent record.

· Students who have successfully presented a junior, senior or graduate recital must still submit a completed form to the jury, which outlines all work for the term. 
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