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In fall 2006 Webster University participated for the 36th year in the Higher Education Research Institute’s (HERI) Cooperative Institutional Research Program Freshman Survey (CIRP). The results of this annual survey provide insight into the academic and emotional preparedness, aspirations, motivations, and expectations for college of full time freshmen. The responses of 351 of Webster’s 2006 freshmen were compared with those of 48,379 students attending nonsectarian four-year private institutions (Peer) and of 271,441 national norm students (Norm). 

Highlights of the 2006 CIRP responses:

· Almost 75% of Webster freshmen estimate their parental income to be under $100,000, compared to 61% of Peer freshmen 

· 20% of Webster’s full time freshmen indicate they are “first generation” students, where neither parent attended college (no comparative data available at this time)

· In 2006 Webster’s academic reputation was the number one influence on their college choice

· More than half the Peer students applied to four or more other institutions, compared to only 29.7% of Webster’s freshmen

· Webster students, particularly commuters, are more likely than Peer students to have jobs to help pay college expenses

· Webster’s 2006 female freshmen indicated a higher academic preparedness than the males, as well as a greater likelihood to study abroad

· Webster’s international character has had an increasing influence on students’ decision to attend, particularly among residential students

· The CIRP Survey contains a list of social and political statements with which the respondents are asked to state their level of agreement. Webster and Peer freshmen expressed the strongest level of agreement with the same five statements, although in slightly different order, and the least agreement with the same five statements, again in different order 

	Student Agrees "Strongly" or "Somewhat":
	 
	 

	5 Statements with which Agreement was Strongest
	WU 2006
	Peer 2006

	Federal gov't. is not doing enough to control environmental pollution
	85.8
	81.4

	Nat'l health care plan is needed to cover everybody's medical costs
	80.6
	77.4

	Federal gov't. should do more to control sale of handguns
	79.3
	77.1

	Same-sex couples should have right to legal marital status *
	75.9
	67.9

	Through hard work everybody can succeed in American society *
	64.8
	71.9

	5 Statements with which Agreement was Weakest
	WU 2006
	Peer 2006

	Realistically an individual can do little to bring about change in society
	31.2
	26.7

	Federal military spending should be increased
	24.6
	28.6

	Federal gov't should raise taxes to reduce deficit
	22.7
	27.3

	Homosexual relations should be prohibited *
	14.2
	21.4

	Racial discrimination no longer a problem in USA
	13.0
	17.0

	* Statistically significant difference at 99% or 95% level between Webster and Peer
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