
	
	The Graduate Counseling Program

Course Syllabus

Daytona Beach Campus

	Course
	COUN 5635  Techniques of Counseling Special Populations


	Term, Day, Time


	Spring 2, Thursdays 5pm-9pm, March 20 – May 15
Room: 513 Bldg: 320

	Instructor
	Name:

Phone:

Email:


	Marie T. Bracciale, Ph.D., LMFT, CAP
386-383-4490 cell, 386-575-4076 x45309 work
mtbracci@volusia.k12.fl.us

	Catalog Description


	COUN 5635 Techniques of Counseling Special Populations This course focuses on the application of counseling theory to working with clients from special population groups, e.g., exceptional students, dropouts, minorities, women re-entering the labor force, and older persons.

	Course Level Outcome Objectives


	Upon successful completion of this class students will be able to:

1.  Demonstrate an understanding of legal and ethical trends toward multiculturalism, diversity, and disability. (CACREP II.K.2.a.)

2.  Demonstrate understanding of the prejudices and processes of oppression and discrimination in society (CACREP II.K.2.d.)

3.  Demonstrate understanding of the practical use of multicultural counseling competencies in school, agency, and private counseling settings (CACREP II.K.2.e.)

4.  Demonstrate knowledge of methods to carry out the counselors’ roles in social justice, advocacy and conflict resolution (CACREP II.K.2.d)

	Materials


	Required Text:

Counseling Children & Adolescents, 3rd Edition, Ann Vernon, Love Publishing, ISBN #0-89108 304-9.

Recommended Texts:
Counseling Special Populations, The Misunderstood Child, Fourth Edition: Understanding and Coping with Your Child's Learning Disabilities (Paperback) by
Larry  Silver (ISBN 13:978-0-307-33863-1)
Counseling  Diverse Populations, 2nd edition

by Atkinson & Hackett
(out of print, can find it used on amazon.com) paperback

(ISBN 0-697-25280-9)


	Grading


	COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
% OF GRADE
a.  Weekly reaction papers
20 %

b.  Speaker panel
20 %

c.  Midterm
20 %

d. PowerPoint presentation
20 %

e.  Final Examination
20 %
Taking the numerical score from the formula above and converting it to the appropriate letter grade from the chart determine the student’s letter grading for the course.

Letter Grade
Numerical Score
A

96-100% (4.0) 

A-

91-95% (3.67)

B+

87-90% (3.33)

B

82-86% (3.0)

B-

78-81% (2.67)

C

70-77% (2.0)

F

69 & below (0)

I

Incomplete (0) 

W

Withdrew



	Assignments
	Weekly reaction papers must be submitted at the beginning of each class highlighting your personal reaction to the reading, class material, speakers, panels, or PowerPoint presentations. They must be typed two pages in length and proofread prior to submission. Each paper must have your name, class title, instructor and Weekly reaction #1, #2, #3 etc on the top of each paper in the upper left hand corner. Your will be required to submit 7 weekly reaction papers and 1 final evaluation reaction paper due on the last class. Group discussions and participation is required for this course.

Speaker Panels will be assigned by group and students will have to develop questions and moderate the panel to address the counseling needs of their special population. If you know of individuals who would want to participate on a panel you will receive extra credit. All panels will begin at 7pm, during the second half of the class. Panel members will bring light snacks and drinks for the class that night. (i.e. cookies and juice)
Project with PowerPoint presentation: This project will involve a group presentation on the counseling needs of a special population. A minimum of 36 slides to include the introduction, history of treatment, discrimination issues, special needs treatment issues, current trends or new research, and community resources. Quotes can be included. Reference page with dates of all downloaded electronic references must be included to receive full credit. See APA requirements for electronic references. Printouts for the entire class must be submitted, 6 slides to a page plus annotated resource list. 
An annotated resource list will be developed as part of the PowerPoint presentation. All presentations will be developed as handouts, 6 slides to a page. A minimum of 10-15 resources must be listed to receive full credit.


	Policy Statements: University Policies


	University policies are provided in the current course catalog and course schedules.   They are also available on the university website. This class is governed by the university’s published policies. The following policies are of particular interest: 

Academic Honesty

The university is committed to high standards of academic honesty. Students will be held responsible for violations of these standards. Please refer to the university’s academic honesty policies for a definition of academic dishonesty and potential disciplinary actions associated with it. 

Drops and Withdrawals

Please be aware that, should you choose to drop or withdraw from this course, the date on which you notify the university of your decision will determine the amount of tuition refund you receive. Please refer to the university policies on drops and withdrawals in the Graduate Studies Catalogue to find out what the deadlines are for dropping a course with a full refund and for withdrawing from a course with a partial refund. Drop/Add Date March 27, 2008, Withdrawal date April 24, 2008.
Special Services   

If you have registered as a student with a documented disability and are entitled to classroom or testing accommodations, please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course of the accommodations you will require in this class so that these can be provided. 

Disturbances

Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without interruption, disruption of class by inconsiderate behavior is not acceptable. Students are expected to treat the instructor and other students with dignity and respect, especially in cases where a diversity of opinion arises. Students who engage in disruptive behavior are subject to disciplinary action, including removal from the course.

	Course Policies
	· Please limit your cell phone use to class break time. Please silence your phone to vibrate or turn off while in class session. 

· You will be given two short classroom breaks each evening of class. 
· If you are going to miss a class, please contact the instructor, Dr. Bracciale @ 386-383-4490, prior to inform her of your absence and make arrangements with one of your group members to get make up materials for you, so you don’t fall behind in your coursework. 

· Two or more absences will result in a lower grade for the course.


	Week 1   Schedule

March20
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS: 
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 1, CDP Part #1, 1-127, MC 1-50.

Learning Disabilities
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Introduction and Review of course and syllabus
Practical Application of Developmental Theory



	Week 2 Schedule

March 27

Drop/Add

Deadline

3/27
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 2-3. CDP Part #1, 1-127, MC 50-100

Learning Disability
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:  

American Indian and Immigrant clients
American Indian Speaker/Immigrant Panel

Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #1  Due

	Week 3 Schedule

April 3
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 4-5. CDP Part #2, 137-171, MC 100-150 

Adult LD and Gifted 
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:  

Play Therapy, Brief Counseling
People with Disabilities Panel/ Guest Speaker
Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #2  Due

	Week 4 Schedule

April 10
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 6, 9. CDP Part #5, 293-335. MC 150-200 ADHD
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Gay and Lesbian Panel
Supplemental Lecture:  Gay, Lesbian, & Bisexual Clients  

Review for Mid-Term Examination

Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #3  Due

	Week  5 Schedule

April 17
	MIDTERM NEXT WEEK APRIL 17th-

Vernon: Ch 1,2,3,4,5,6,9  NO MAKEUPS
Contact instructor prior for alternative assessment 

PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  

Midterm Exam

Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 7. CDP Part # 3, 179-217 MC 200-250 Tic Disorder
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:  

Exceptional Children

Elderly Panel
Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #4 Due

	Week 6 Schedule

April 24

Withdrawal

Deadline 4/24
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:  
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 8, 10. MC 250-300. Psychosocial and Family.
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Culturally and Ethnically Diverse Youth, At-Risk Children

Adolescents panel
Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #5 Due 

	Week 7 Schedule

May 1
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:   
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 11-12. CDP Part #4, 235-283. MC 300-350 Family and School. 
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS: 

Small-Group Counseling, Designing a Developmental Counseling Curriculum
Women’s re-entry panel
Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #6  Due

	Week 8 Schedule

May 8
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:   
Read Vernon text: Counseling Children & Adolescents Chapter 13-14. CDP Part #6, 353-394. MC 350-411 Controversial Therapies.
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:  

Working with Parents, Working with Families

Review for Final Examination

Class Assignment  Reaction Paper  #7  Due

	Week 9 Schedule

May15
	PREPARATION FOR CLASS:   

Final Examination Vernon: Ch 7,8,10,11,12,13,14
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION TOPICS:  

Wrap up

Class Assignment  Final Evaluation Reaction Paper Due


PURCHASING TEXTBOOKS--Most textbooks can be purchased through MBS Direct. Check the syllabus for textbook information. Give MBS Direct the campus location (for the purpose of ordering books the campus is Space Coast Campus, course name, number and section number (i.e. Space Coast Campus, COMP5000/64) and most important, the title, author, edition, and ISBN of the book you are ordering. MBS Direct will buy back your book at the end of the term should you elect not to retain it as a reference book. Order by phone or online. Orders should be placed no earlier than 4 weeks prior to the start of the term.

MBS Direct: 1-800-325-3252


MBS Direct Website is www.mbsdirect.net/webster
Monday-Thursday 7am-10pm(Central Time)
Friday 7am-6pm (Central Time)
Saturday 8am-5pm (Central Time)
Sunday noon-4pm (Central Time) 

In order to meet the course objectives this syllabus may be modified at the discretion of the instructor without approval of the students.
Original approved by:
Dr. Calvin D. Fowler Academic Dean Space Coast Region, February 21, 2008

6

