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CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will examine the use and management of networks. Tools for supporting the distribution and sharing of systems resources and information are included.

Prerequisite: None.

INCOMING COMPETENCY OF STUDENTS EXPECTED BY INSTRUCTOR: 

The student should have completed COMP 5000 or the equivalent and completed courses  COMP 5910, 5920, 5940, 5960, 5970. The student should have the ability to think and write about complex issues and problems. 

COURSE STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES:  

After completing this course the student will be able to:

· Describe the various network topologies and the advantages or each.

· Understand and use the different protocols

· Understand how to design and maintain a network

· Understand the advantages of sharing resources on the network and how to share those resources.

· Understand how telecommunications and networks tie together.

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Business Data Communications and Networking, Fitzgerald & Dennis, Seventh Edition, Wiley, ISBN 0-471-39100-X

SUGGESTED SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS:  The student is expected to read current articles pertaining to this course subject and report on them in class.

COURSE WEBSITE: Additional information and weekly updates will be provided on the course website at http://alannet.com/comp5980
SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED READINGS, CLASS PREPARATIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS, LECTURES, DISCUSSIONS, STUDENT PRESENTATIONS, AND EXAMS:

All homework assignments should be completed before class and handed in during the class period they are due.  Late submissions will loose 15 points for each class they are late.  

	PRE-WEEK 1
	Read Chapter 1 and 2 (be prepared for a quiz on the assigned reading material)

	WEEK 1 
	Introductions; discussion of class format, assignments, syllabus, expectations, grading. Chapter 1 & 2 

	WEEK 2 
	Quiz, Chapter 3

	WEEK 3 
	Chapter 4, Weekly Topics/Presentations

	WEEK 4 
	Chapter 5

	WEEK 5
	Quiz, Chapter 6,7, Weekly Topics/Presentations

	WEEK 6
	Chapter 7,8, Lab, Network Design Project

	WEEK 7
	Quiz, Chapter 9,10 Network DesignProject

	WEEK 8
	Quiz, Chapter 11, 12, Term paper presentations, exam review.

	WEEK 9
	Term paper presentations, Final Exam 


READING ASSIGNMENTS: Students are expected to read assigned material prior to scheduled classes. This includes supplemental readings as assigned. Supplement readings will include handouts and/or assignments for review and research on the Internet.

QUIZZES: There will be regular quizzes during the term. These will be given at the beginning of class and will be closed book, closed notes. Weekly quizzes will cover all assigned reading material and class discussions.

FINAL EXAM: Closed book, closed notes.

TERM PAPER: Students will be expected to complete a term research paper. Subjects/topics will be discussed during the first week of class.  Details will be provided during the first week of class. Term papers will be due on week 8. In addition to the written paper, students should prepare a class presentation on the results of their research. 

· The instructor will assign topics the first week of class. 

· The term paper should be at least 12 pages not including title pages, table of contents, and attachments. 

· Prepare and present an Executive Presentation for oral delivery to the class in Week 8 or 9 as determined by the instructor.  
· Presentations will be subject to a time limit.  

· Presentations may include view graphs, PowerPoint presentations, handouts, or other audio visual aids as required. 

· Term Paper Grading - The paper and presentation will be graded based on the following:

· Accuracy/quality of research and quality of written paper  - 75% 

· Class Presentation 25% - will be evaluated on 

· Proper introduction 

· Proper level for audience 

· Consistent technical/management topic level 

· Quality of presentation material 

· Proper summary 

· Not reading notes or slides 

· Within time limit 

· Speakers knowledge of topic 

· Overall presentation 

The term paper will use secondary (literature) research, and the development of an actionable proposal related to the student’s principal work area.  Students should use the term paper guidelines on the Webster Space Coast home page under student services.  The term paper will be graded using the Guidelines for grading a paper on the home page.

The student will select one appropriate dimension and, building on appropriate research fully supported by the relevant literature, develop and actionable plan for improving work group performance regarding that dimension.  The paper should use at least one of the topics studied in the course.

The paper will indicate references using the APA style.  The term paper guideline demonstrates common type references.  If you have a reference type not covered in the term paper guidelines then the student should refer to the APA home page for assistance.

References must be from refereed journals similar to those found in Webster’s Passport electronic library.  References from newspapers and periodical magazines written for the general public are unacceptable for graduate research work.  The student must justify that a homepage is a creditable source before it can be used.  

The final student paper is due in Week 8 unless otherwise specified by the instructor.

STUDENT RESEARCH & HOMEWORK - Homework will be assigned weekly during class. Students should complete assignments prior to the start of class on the assigned due date.  If homework requires a written component it should follow the guidelines below.

Write-ups: 
Any written assignment should be:

· In the students own words, a summary of the research 

· Include references to source material (APA style)

· Brief (less than 2 pages), typed, double-spaced, MUST include references. 

Weekly Topics - Depending on class size several students will be assigned the same topic. Each student will conduct his or her own research on the assigned topic. During the class meeting following the assignment, student groups will meet in class and collaborate on the results of their independent research. During this in-class collaboration groups will consolidate the results of their research, prepare visual aids as needed and one member of each group will present the groups findings and lead an informal class discussion on the topic. During the course of the term students will get a chance to present for their group.  

Research and Presentation - Students may be required to make presentations during the course.  These will include presentations with and without audio visual aids and will be based on individual and group research. Presentations will be discussed and scheduled during the first week of class.

ATTENDANCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION: Class attendance and active class participation are key components of the learning process. 

· Students will be expected to attend and actively participate in class discussion and reviews. 

· If a student must miss a class, the absence should be coordinated with the instructor (by phone or email) prior to the start of class.   Make up work will be assigned for missed sessions (it's easier to attend class).

· Students who miss more than two class session may be asked to withdraw. 

ORIGINAL WORK: Students are expected to do their own work. Students who are discovered cheating or committing plagiarism will be awarded a failing grade for the course, and may be subject to dismissal or further discipline.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: All assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class the day they are due. Late assignments will be marked down 15 point and 1.5% per day. If an assignment is not turned in during class, it should be turned in to the instructor (via email) or dropped by the Webster office as soon as possible.

DETERMINATION OF GRADES STATEMENT:

 Determination of grades is based on the following requirements and criteria.

Work that is barely adequate for Graduate work, Minimum Grades: 70-77 or "C": 
Products (papers, case studies, projects, presentations) must be on time, in the correct format, corrected for spelling and grammar, appropriate materials included and referenced, to-the-point and on topic, and conclusions must be supported. 

Examinations (in-class and take home) must be complete, accurate, neat, evidence clear thought, and exhibit concise and to-the-point responses.

Classroom behavior in class discussions and group activities should be responsible, exhibit open communication, constructive and helpful.

Satisfactory Graduate Work, Grades of 78-90, or "B-, B, and B+":  
Products must meet the requirements stated above for minimum requirements and additionally meet professional criteria. For example, documentation should be included to support research papers, the APA format should be used consistently throughout the paper, and substantially more than the minimum number of references should be included. Presentations should be logical, organized and comprehensive.

Examinations (in-class and take home) should be organized, in-depth, comprehensive, logical and complete, and evidence thorough understanding of the subject/topic through application of principles.

Classroom behavior should exhibit very focused activity and thought on the subject/topic of discussion, be motivated, and assist in discovery of new insights and relationships concerning the subject/topic of discussion.

Superior Graduate Work, Grades of 91-100 or "A- and A": 
Products must meet all requirements stated above and additionally meet creative criteria. These criteria include unique topic or subject selection, synthesis of ideas, and evaluation of subject matter and positions found in the literature, be creative in approach, establish new relationships with ideas and provide new insights. 

Examination responses indicate insightfulness of understanding, a synthesis of information and unique ideas, and rationale for application of principles following careful analysis. 

Classroom behavior should exhibit very focused activity and thought on the subject at hand, be motivated, and assist in discovery of new insights and relationships concerning the subject/topic of discussion. An earned grade of "A" represents the best work of students accomplished in a unique and professional manner.
	CONTENT 
	% OF GRADE

	 Quizzes
	20%

	 Weekly Topics/Homework/
Presentations/Labs
	25%

	 Final Exam
	25%

	 Class Participation
	10%

	 Term Paper
	20%


Taking the numerical score from the formula above and converting it to the appropriate letter grade from the chart determine the student’s letter grading for the course.

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Score

	A
	96-100% (4.0) 

	A-
	91-95% (3.67)

	B+
	87-90% (3.33)

	B
	82-86% (3.0)

	B-
	78-81% (2.67)

	C
	70-77% (2.0)

	F
	69 & below (0)

	I
	Incomplete (0) 

	W
	Withdrew


In order to meet the course objectives this syllabus may be modified at the discretion of the instructor without approval of the students.
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