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Please include the following information in your online syllabus. 
	Course Title

	Seminar In Media Communications

	Course Number

	 MEDC 6000

	Course Description

	The student is expected to synthesize and integrate the learning experiences acquired in all media communications graduate courses and to evaluate the current media research topics relative to a particular area of interest. Techniques used to accomplish these goals may vary, but all theses or projects should seek to add to the body of knowledge of media communications. Both qualitative and quantitative research is required in the finished paper. Papers used in previous classes cannot be resubmitted or repackaged in order to meet the MEDC 6000 requirements. However, it is acceptable to continue researching ideas which you have pursued during your degree program, building on them to complete the large, comprehensive paper required in this capstone course.

	Course Prerequisites

	Students will have completed all core requirements in the Media Communications area of concentration. MEDC 6000 may be taken in conjunction with the last core course.

	Course Objectives

	· Synthesize concepts and skills from Media Communications core courses and apply them to a major media research paper and to class discussions.
· Research a current media topic and facilitate a class discussion on this topic.
· Develop and implement a research plan for the investigation of an issue of relevance to the student and to the field of media communications.
· Complete and present a media research paper to seminar participants and media faculty.

	Expected Learning Outcomes

	Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· Write a clear thesis statement.

· Complete a thorough search of the literature using both text and Internet resources.

· Identify a sample population.

· Create a research tool (questionnaire, focus group guideline, etc.)

· Understand the difference between qualitative and quantitative research.

· Use effective oral and written communications skills to write a large paper and present findings to members of the class.



	Required Textbooks

	 MLA Stylebook.  MLA is the preferred stylebook, but if you prefer Turabian or APA, please discuss with the instructor.

 Writing Research Papers: A Guide To The Process by Stephen Weidenborner, Domenick Caruso and Gary Parks. ISBN: 0-312-41443-9

	Supplementary Textbook 

	 Mass Communications Research Methods: A Step-by-Step Approach by H. J. Hsia.

	Course Requirements 

	Research Paper – The media research project is intended to bring together all elements of the student’s graduate program. It is a major research endeavor. The final written report is expected to be 75 to 100 pages in length. It is based on a thorough literature search for secondary research and a primary research component (20 or more subjects.) The student’s topic and paper must draw from, synthesize and add information from the core courses the student has taken in the media communications program.

Student Hosted Media Issue Discussions – Each student will select a media issue of their choice and will be assigned to host an online discussion of that topic during one week of the course. Students are expected to participate in each discussion at least three times during the week (that means three different dates, not all in one evening). You will be expected to respond, ponder or challenge in the discussion and offer a comment.  Discussion areas will remain open for your reference, but each week we will have a new question to discuss. Do not wait to get into the discussion; check in several times each week.

Written Assignments – Written assignments will be prepared using Microsoft Word, 12 point type and be single-spaced. Assignments are due by time posted in the Assignments Area of the course.  Late submissions will be penalized. It is expected that these papers will exhibit good grammar, spelling, and punctuation and present the student's thoughts in a logical manner. Basic MLA style rules will apply. The student's last name and the assignment number must appear in the file name of each submitted assignment as well as on the first page of the assignment.

	Online Participation Expectation

	Your participation in both the weekly and ongoing discussion will contribute to  your final grade. It is the quality (ideas and insights) and the quantity (number of postings) of your participation in the discussion areas that determine your grade. Discussion areas will remain open for the entire course for you to return and refer to; however, there will be new questions for discussion each week. Do not wait until the last minute to get into the discussion -- check in several times a week.

Keep in mind the following for getting the most out of discussions:

· Ask questions of others

· Respond to others' questions and comments

· Submit comments that demonstrate insights about the topic or link it to other areas of our class discussion and learning

	Assignments Submission

	You are required to submit all assignments in a timely manner using the WebCT Assignments Area. WebCT will stamp your submission with the date/time automatically. If you are encountering technical problems with WebCT submission, please contact the technical help desk. It is also recommended that you contact your instructor right away and submit your assignments to your instructor's personal email account as suggested.

	Policies on Late Assignments

	In case of personal emergency, late submissions will be accepted with the approval of the instructor.  Late submission will be subject to a grade penalty. 

	Feedback Schedule

	The instructor will monitor discussion areas on a regular basis and will respond to discussion topics as appropriate. A schedule for posting final grades will be communicated to the students.

	Course Grading

	Media Issue Topic and Discussion 10%

Thesis Project Topic 5%

Premise statement and outline 5%

Project Abstract 5%

Thesis Project 70%

On-line Participation 5%
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The syllabus is subject to change.

