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Letter From the Director
Dear Friends,
Over the past eleven years, summer has been the season for the Confucius Institute at Webster University to welcome new teachers and volunteers from China. They would get to know our
University community, understand our comprehensive Institute programs, and get ready to offer
Chinese language teaching as well as invaluable cultural exchange experiences to our students.
The ongoing pandemic changes our plan for this year, and unfortunately new Chinese teachers are unable to join us. However, we have connected with local teachers who would like to share
the teaching load and partner with us to continue providing the best language learning education
possible for our students.
During this period, guided by the University's commitment, we further leveraged our experience in virtual learning, and moved curricular learning, student engagement, and community outreach all online. We presented timely and well-attended classes and virtual workshops, such as the
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speaker series featuring Eastern Mindfulness and Western Brain Science, a timely and wellreceived discussion on Covid-19, an engaging Beijing Opera workshop, a culture-inspired summer language camp for kids, and more. I invite you to read through this issue of our newsletter
and revisit the opportunities we offered.
We will continue exploring ways to introduce high quality educational services and
keep you updated on our efforts this fall and beyond.
Stay well and optimistic!
With my best regards
Patty Li
Director of the Confucius Institute at Webster University

Virtual Tutor Sessions Debut
On September 16, K-12 students from
around the St. Louis area began the WUCI’s first ever semester of Chinese language and culture tutoring. Separated into pods of four, students, matched
for age and Chinese ability, met virtually with local
Chinese teachers who will serve as guides in their
language-learning journey over the next 12 sessions.
Due to the necessities of social distancing, this new
initiative stands in for the long-running WUCI program “After School Chinese Class,” which provided
in-person classes on the Webster University campus
to local students. The virtual nature of these sessions has led to a few surprising benefits. With students no longer constrained by physical distance,
enrollment for virtual classes has more than doubled. Also, because teachers can be more flexible
with their time, the WUCI is able to offer more sessions, keeping class sizes low so that each student
gets more attention and practice time. While the
virtual tutor sessions are still in their infancy, they
hold great promise for making Chinese language
learning more convenient than ever for St. Louis students!

Above: Students meet their tutor, Xiao Laoshi,
on the first day of class.
Below: Music videos are a fun interlude during
tutor sessions!
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Bridging Eastern Practices with Western Brain Science—
Mindful Meditation: Virtual Workshop Series
Throughout the month of July, the Confucius Institute at Webster University teamed up with Professor
Dorcas McLaughlin of the Nursing Department to offer a
virtual lunchtime webinar series titled “Bridging Eastern
Practices with Western Brain Science—Mindful Meditation.”
In a format that combined lecture with practice,
Dr. McLaughlin explained a growing body of Western
neuroscience research now supports an idea that is
deeply rooted in the tradition of Eastern mindful meditations—that these mediations are good for our minds
and bodies. Studies reveal that mindful meditation may Dr. Dorcas McLaughlin delivers her presentation
reduce anxiety, improve mood, and decrease emotional reactivity. Furthermore, empirical evidence suggests that physically, these practices may strengthen the immune system, reduce blood pressure, and decrease cell aging.
For each of four sessions, Dr. McLaughlin focused on a different aspect of mindfulness. Each session contained a guided mindfulness exercise that fit with the theme and lecture concepts. These exercises are key to Dr. McLaughlin’s general argument that the mind can be intentionally conditioned. For example, research show that practitioners of Buddhist techniques that cultivate joy show greater long-term activation in regions of the brain associated with happiness.
The session topics were as follows:
July 8: Introduction to mind-body awareness and health benefits
July 15: Emotional intelligence and regulation
July 22: Cultivating self-compassion
July 27: Practices for creating more joy
Many participants attended all four sessions and were able to gain some tools for cultivating mindfulness, but another great benefit is that this series served as a springboard for Dr. McLaughlin, who will
be on sabbatical this fall semester, to develop these ideas into what could become a new class offering at
Webster University.
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Top Right: Patty Li, Director of the WUCI, introduces Dr. Dorcas McLaughlin
Others: Slides from Dr. McLaughlin’s presentations on July 22 and 27.
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Beijing Opera Workshop
On Saturday, September 19th, the Confucius Institute at Webster University partnered
with the Confucius Institute of Chinese Opera at
Binghamton University, SUNY to offer a virtual
workshop on Beijing opera to Chinese language
learners in the St. Louis community.
This event featured a presentation and
mini performances by Beijing opera actress Chenfu Zhu. Attendees learned a bit about the history
of this art form before delving into the different
roles an actor might play, followed by characteristics of singing, speaking, acting and combat that
set Beijing opera apart. One surprising take-away Ms. Chenfu Zhu, professional Beijing Opera actress, led the
workshop
for the audience was that, unlike a typical Western opera, Beijing opera draws heavily on the imagination, requiring spectators to infer much of the environmental context from sparse decorations and
actions of the actors.
This workshop drew over 90 elementary, high school, and college-level students, as well as many
teachers. As an interactive event, many of these students got involved answering buzzer questions and
even imitating the contrived-style voice of Beijing Opera actors as they read out dialogues in Chinese. A
Q&A session at the end gave students the opportunity to ask questions that came to them throughout the
workshop.
On the whole, this workshop provided a fun way for students to experience an aspect of Chinese
culture outside of their normal language class and to gather with other Chinese language learners from
around the St. Louis area for a fun and educational experience.
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Virtual Panel Discussion: Understanding the COVID-19
Pandemic from Public Health and International Relations Perspectives
By: Dr. Agnes Khoo
On July 13, 2020, the Confucius Institute at
Webster University organized an online forum entitled “Understanding the COVID-19 Pandemic
from Public Health and International Relations
Perspectives.” This online forum was an example
of meeting virtually and yet together, under the
‘new normal’ brought forth by the COVID-19 pandemic. More than 55 people from all over the
world including the US, Ghana, South Korea, the
Philippines, Bangladesh, Hungary, the United
Kingdom, and Switzerland registered for the
event. The three speakers were Professor Mary
Ann Drake (Department of Nursing) from Webster
University; Associate Professor Elanah M. Uretsky
(Global Health, Anthropology, and International
Affairs) from Brandeis University; and Dr. Agnes
Khoo (International Relations) from Webster University, Ghana Campus. It was moderated by Ms.
Patty Li, Director of the Confucius Institute at
Webster University.
This event was also organized for the benefit of Webster students enrolled in Professor
Drake’s class, “Critical Issues in Global Health,” at
the Department of Nursing of our St. Louis Campus and Dr. Khoo’s class, “Global Climate Change,”
at our Ghana Campus. Students of both courses
joined and asked some interesting and insightful
questions!
COVID-19 has been with us for more than
half a year and it is likely to remain with us for a
long time to come. Until effective vaccines are
found and made accessible to all people around
the world, the virus remains a threat to our lives
and health. This is a global public health issue that
has triggered and accentuated many underlying

Professor Khoo speaks on the forum outside her home
in Ghana.

Patty Li moderated the panel discussion from her home
office.

Professor Drake speaks on the forum from her home
in Missouri.
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problems that are political, social, economic, personal and even environmental. The panel has discussed the role of public health in the pandemic, the different government approaches to the pandemic including the US and China, the impact of the pandemic on vulnerable and marginalized communities, as well as on international and diplomatic relations.
Professor Drake talked about health and public health, and she looked at the US and internationally at a few countries on how they approached the pandemic. She emphasized the importance of
the US in learning from other countries in how they have successfully dealt with the pandemic, and
that a public health emergency such as this should not fall prey to bi-partisan politics. As a public
health professor, she entreats governments to take the pandemic seriously and not politicise it. She
has also shared a recorded interview of one of her students, who is working at the frontline as a nurse
in one of the US hospitals. This student shared her experience in treating COVID-19 positive cases.
In this pandemic, our frontline workers, such as the doctors, nurses, ambulance and emergency
staff, hospital workers and cleaners are most susceptible to infection due to the likelihood of crosscontamination within hospital environments. They, more than anyone else, need to be adequately
protected in order to feel and remain safe at work. Our frontline workers are accumulating knowledge
and experiences as they go along, and their sacrifices should be appreciated. This pandemic has highlighted the importance of a functioning public healthcare system that is accessible to all, regardless of
socio-economic classes, professions, gender, race, age, nationalities, religion and political affiliation.
During the forum, Professor Drake was joined by Agnes Khoo who elaborated on the political, socioeconomic contexts of COVID-19: how COVID-19 impacts differently in different political, socioeconomic realities. That approaches and strategies in tackling the pandemic must also focus on the
vulnerable population and minority communities around the world. These include developing countries in the Global South like Ghana, the poor, black and ethnic minorities, migrants (documented/undocumented), refugees, and indigenous communities globally. Dr. Khoo also elaborated on the need
for global partnerships and cooperation in tackling a pandemic and in shaping the future of global public health. She urged us to critically examine the root causes of the pandemic as these go beyond the
issue of health.
COVID-19 has exposed the vulnerabilities of our world today: the type of development models
adopted by our governments that prioritize economic affluence, hyper-consumption and materialism,
and that relies on excessive exploitation of our natural resources, which ultimately destabilizes and
damages our ecology. COVID-19 forces us to re-think if quality of life should be measured by the level
of materialism and urbanization achieved, as in the expansion of villages into towns, towns into cities,
cities into metropolis. It is precisely in these sprawling, mammoth urban centres with high population
density and in turn, intense and rapid human mobility, that COVID-19 thrives. It is in metropolitan
cities like Accra and Kumasi of Ghana, Seoul in South Korea, Tokyo in Japan, New York in the US, and
London in the UK where the virus has spread most voraciously.
Dr. Khoo has also raised some examples of how people are affected by the pandemic that goes
beyond physical health. For instance, migrant workers who are mandated to continue to work during
the pandemic without the provision of adequate healthcare or protection, as in the case of the islandcity-state, Singapore. Singapore is currently experiencing the second (and worse) wave of COVID-19
infection, which is mostly among its large army of migrant workers from neighbouring countries, such
as the Philippines, Thailand, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Myanmar. This is because of their poor and
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over-crowded living conditions
and bad working conditions. In
the case of Ghana, many internal migrants, such as the women head-porters (locally known
as kayayo/kayaye) who migrate
from the north of the country
to the big cities like Accra and
Kumasi for work, have found
themselves stranded when the
government implemented a
three-week lock-down of these
cities in March 2020. Similarly, Professor Uretsky speaks on the forum from her vacation spot in Maine.
migrant workers in India have
resorted to walking from the large cities where they worked to their home villages and towns,
thousands of miles away. Furthermore, the border closures imposed by many governments—
Ghana, the UK, and the US, for instance—had rendered many Ghanaians stranded abroad unless they could afford to pay for expensive repatriation flights, as well as the mandatory fourteen-day-quarantine upon arrival. In fact, according to Dr. Khoo, the COVID-19 pandemic is
bringing many third world countries’ already fragile medical infrastructures, as in Africa and
Latin America, to the brink of collapse.
Hence, a public health crisis must be critically assessed within a broader geo-political
context, as well as national and local political, socio-economic and cultural contexts, which
differ from one person to another, from one region to another, from one nation-state to another, and from one continent to another. Therefore, it is important for national and international policymakers and leaders to consider local needs and realities when implementing policies and measures. There is no ‘one-size fits all’ model or approach; even the best thought-out
approach and strategies have to be nuanced and adapted to the local contexts, within which
people who have to abide by and live with those measures are protected and supported by
their employers and governments.
Professor Elanah Uretsky gave an insightful input on the role of global health in the
COVID-19 pandemic. She talked specifically about China's experience with the epidemic and
why the governance of the epidemic took the course it did in January 2020. Professor Uretsky
stressed that COVID-19 infection was not considered a global issue when it first emerged from
Wuhan of China. The rest of the world simply watched on as the virus spread from China to
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and other Asian countries, and thought it was just
a ‘SARS No. 2’ that would eventually disappear. And that, like SARS and MERS, people in the
US and Europe would not be affected and could henceforth distance themselves from the
problem. The fact that COVID-19 has now spread all over the world, except to Antarctica,
proves that this assumption is misguided. The lack of awareness about the disease, the misinformation and the reluctance to place ‘science’ before ‘faith’, has landed the US as the number one hotspot of the pandemic, followed by Brazil and India today. The lesson of COVID-19
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The flyer for this forum.

Poster for the event

is: take a disease seriously, do not feel protected because the disease is happening far away, we are
living in a globalized world, our actions in one place can have severe consequences for another place in
the world.
Professor Uretsky further elaborated on the geopolitical and political dynamics that have been
spotlighted by the pandemic. “No government wants mud on their face, they don't want to look bad
and be blamed for the pandemic”. Consequently, this has led to a lack of transparency among governments to report about the severity of the disease, the voracity of the virus, and the real extent of its
spread.
According to Dr. Khoo, we need to critically question claims by various governments in terms of
their data: on the number of positive cases, cases of recovery and re-infection, as well as the number
of deaths. Such vital information is not free from political manipulation. It is only transparency and
timeliness in reporting that can lead to trust among the people of their governments’ effort in tackling
the pandemic. And it is only with trust that people will adopt attitudes and behaviour that are effective
against the spread of the virus. No amount of regulatory measures and laws can be effective if the
people do not trust their governments.
A health crisis such as COVID-19 also highlights a country's fundamental weaknesses, be it authoritarianism, racism, or wide disparities between the rich and the poor. For instance, according to
Professor Uretsky, China’s healthcare system was inadequate before the SARS outbreak (2003 – 2004),
but it has learned from those experiences and improved its public healthcare system since then. And
now, the COVID-19 pandemic has put a spotlight on the US's mostly privatised health care system. It is
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a system that by and large, marginalizes and puts at risk people who do not have adequate health
insurance, according to Dr. Khoo. It disadvantages communities who do not have the same access
to healthcare, treatment facilities and support, such as the indigenous communities and the black
and ethnic minority communities, just to name two.
Professor Uretsky also emphasized the importance of ‘preparedness’ for future epidemics
or pandemics. Many countries were caught by surprise and were therefore not prepared for
COVID-19. When it first emerged in China and ravaged across most parts of East Asia, other countries outside the region did not take heed nor learn from their experience (which was at least
three to four months ahead), to the extent that the US and several European countries were
“reinventing the wheel”. This reluctance to learn from successful examples and experience from
Asia as in South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China, has cost the West dearly.
Further, Professor Uretsky pointed out that "preparedness requires a lot of resources" and
that most governments are reluctant to invest in public healthcare because such investment does
not yield immediate or short-term returns. When political and economic interests and agenda
precedes public health concerns, a pandemic like COVID-19 illuminates the real cost to a country’s
economy, if people are denied proper and adequate public healthcare. The COVID-19 virus does
not distinguish nor differentiate between the rich and the poor, nor between genders, professions, nationalities, religious or political affiliation. Therefore, ‘being prepared’ by investing and
strengthening our healthcare systems is not only a sound investment for the long-term, it is the
only option we have to keep our people alive and healthy, and in turn, our economies up and running.
During the Question and Answer session, Professor Uretsky explained that the World
Health Organization (WHO) should not be seen as an implementing organization, but rather an
international coordinating body that brings nations together to share information and to collaborate with one another. In a global pandemic like COVID-19, nations need to coordinate and communicate at the global level. Scientists and medical experts need to exchange information and cooperate with one another, so as to understand the virus and more importantly, come up with
treatment and vaccines that will be widely available. The role of the WHO is to make this happen.
Dr. Khoo added that global collaboration should not be limited to nation-states and governments, that cooperation, mutual exchange and help should also come from the grassroots, between peoples of different countries. The fact that Japanese and South Koreans had sent face
masks to China when China was most in need of these, and China had returned the goodwill when
South Korea was hit hard by the disease, is a case in point. Further, that the Ghanaian government
had sent face masks to the US, particularly for its diasporas, is a good example of how the Global
South can help the marginalized and vulnerable communities in the Global North.
One of the forum participants, Astrid Lykke Kristensen, who is a Public Health undergraduate at the Southern University of Denmark and an exchange student at Webster University’s Ghana campus, contributed the following observation:
“The importance of public health has become more visible under the pandemic. Before
COVID-19, governments around the world focus on illnesses and medicine rather than public
health. Everybody can get infected by COVID-19, but some are more likely to be infected than others. Further, some of those infected can have more serious problems than others, and even after
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treatment and recovery, some among them may live with long-term illnesses or side-effects. These
differences are due to differences in living and working conditions, people’s general health conditions and their socio-economic status. Marginalized and vulnerable communities, such as refugees,
documented and undocumented migrants, the poor and the working class, people who work in the
informal sector without adequate social benefits or medical insurance, the black and ethnic minorities, the indigenous people, and so on are more at risk of infection and falling ill. Take for instance,
how can one adopt protective health behaviours if one does not have access to clean, running water, which is the case for the majority of people in the Global South, like Ghana? How can one practise effective social distancing if one lives in
over-crowded shantytowns or urban slums
like in Cape Town,
South Africa or Manila,
the Philippines? How
can one survive, feed
one’s family and pay
rent under total ‘lockdown’, as practised by
different countries at
different times, to
‘flatten the curve’ of
COVID-19 infection,
when one is reliant on
‘hand-to-mouth’ subDr. Drake’s slide showing early Covid-19 testing per capita
sistence or is a daily
wage and informal sector worker? How can one access COVID-19 tests or access adequate medical
care if one is vulnerable to losing his/her job, as this global health crisis has concomitantly, triggered a global economic crisis?”
The COVID-19 pandemic is a GLOBAL health emergency and therefore, it requires GLOBAL
collaboration, GLOBAL solution and GLOBAL partnership. No one is safe before ALL of us are safe; it
is about protecting ALL of US TOGETHER. It calls for a radical shift in mind-set and behaviour, away
from the knee-jerk reaction of ‘protecting me’ from ‘you’. And this requires dedicated, wellfunded, scientifically informed and widespread public education. It is about assuming our responsibilities as GLOBAL citizens and also about being prepared for future pandemics.
The session was recorded and uploaded onto YouTube at: https://youtu.be/UzyHkGPHTYU
[Length: 1:22:56 hrs]
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Virtual Summer Camp
The WUCI took a dive into previously uncharted territory this July with our decision to offer
Chinese language and culture summer camps in a virtual format. Though our teachers had gained
experience in the past months with online teaching, the prospect of offering summer camp—an experience that ought to inspire youngsters and place fun right alongside learning—was something
new yet again. Through hard work and team work, the teachers of the WUCI pulled together to create three weeks of Chinese language and culture-inspired summer fun!
Because online summer camp demands shorter sessions, campers had their choice of three, one-hour camps: Let’s
Speak Chinese, Moving Forward with Chinese, and Kick, Dance,
Move! The former two of these classes focused on teaching Chinese language to beginner and intermediate students, respectively. Taught by experienced teacher Xuan Chen of Chaminade
College Preparatory Academy, these students learned how to
greet others and introduce themselves in Chinese, as well as to
hold basic conversations around a number of topics. “Chen
Laohsi” also used drawing, singing, and games in her teaching Campers in Let’s Speak Chinese learn
in order to stimulate the campers creativity and enhance lanhow to say their teacher’s name.
guage learning. For example, in the first week of Let’s Speak
Chinese, campers made a story book that integrated all they
had learned about “Greetings and Introductions,” the theme
of the week. She observed that since the class was kept small,
it maintained a close feeling of community, where students
were willing to speak up and share their learning with each
other.
Kick, Dance, Move! Took an innovative and fast-paced
approach to Chinese culture, integrating Chinese dance, Tai
Campers in Kick, Dance, Move! learn ChiChi, and Kung Fu. It was team taught by experts in each of
nese dance (above) and Kung Fu (below).
these arts. Expert in Chinese dance Xi Zhao used her time to
take campers on a geographical journey, starting in Western
China with Tibetan dance. She then took them north to learn
about Mongolian dance, then to the Southwest to learn Yi, Miao, and Dai dances. In each unit, she also introduced the
broader culture of each of these Chinese ethnic minority
groups through aspects like costumes and festivals. In Tai Chi,
teacher Rich Dalton taught students to breathe correctly and
led them through simple activities to experience the energy
that is central to this practice. Finally, on Kung Fu days, Master
Xing Xue taught students to kick and punch with his high-energy lessons.
While different in scope and format from previous years, this camp proved to be a resounding success. Students had fun, developed close connections with their peers, and learned a great
deal in the process!
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Annual Teacher Training Workshop Goes Virtual
The Confucius Institute at
Webster University (WUCI) held its
annual Teacher Training Workshop for
K-12 Chinese teachers in the St. Louis
metropolitan area on Saturday, August
29th. For the first time ever, it was
held online, a format which mirrored
the topic for this year’s training:
Online Chinese Language Teaching.
K-12 teachers of Chinese language across the St. Louis are navigating many of the same hurdles as
Ms. Heather Hughes facilitates the event from her classroom at St. Joseph’s
teachers in other disciplines as they
Academy.
start the 2020-2021 academic year on
virtual platforms, but also face certain content-specific challenges. During this workshop, over forty Chinese teachers from throughout the region gathered to learn from some expert practitioners. The keynote speaker of the workshop was Dr. Jiahang Li, an assistant professor in the College of Education and
associate director at the Confucius Institute at Michigan State University. At MSU, Dr. Li is responsible
for the development and implementation of the online Chinese program for secondary level students.
His expertise translated into a presentation called “Online Chinese Language Teaching and Course Design,” which was filled with useful frameworks and methods for teachers eager to improve their Chinese teaching in an online environment. For example, a key component of his talk was about the
“Substitution, Augmentation, Modification, Redefinition (SAMR)” model for integrating technology into
language instruction and in the specific context of teaching Chinese online.
Other presenters at the workshop included:
 Mr. Yude Huang, Chinese teacher at St. Louis University High School. Mr. Huang talked about assessment and feedback in a virtual environment. He offered numerous resources that he finds useful in his own classroom. He also emphasized the importance of developing connections with students and taught teachers how to develop an impressive “virtual classroom.”
 Ms. Lily Childs, Chinese teacher at Mary Institute and Country Day School. Ms. Childs gave a talk
called “Synchronous teaching challenges, reflections, and strategies.” Wearing digital glasses during
her presentation, Ms. Childs gave useful pointers on everything from how to set up multiple computers for teaching online to how to “gamify” your class.

Story continued on page 14.
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Dr. Jiahang Li presents a “Starbucks” analogy for understanding the SAMR model.

Mr. Huang and his avatar demonstrate features of an online
learning platform from a virtual Chinese classroom.

Ms. Lily Child’s demonstrates a Zoom “Fly swatter” game while
wearing cool “Zoom glasses.”

Dr. Tai shared her rich online Chinese teaching expertise.

Post-event group photo.
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Dr. Ching-Ling Tai, Chinese teacher at Arrupe Virtual Learning Institute. A veteran teacher with
over 30 years of experience in both traditional classrooms and online environments, Dr. Tai
shared a sample online course design based on her self-designed course that she currently
teaches. Her topic-based curriculum demonstrated a culturally engaging pedagogy.

The success of this workshop came down to the time and dedication of all presenters, hosts,
and organizers mentioned above. The Confucius Institute would like to extend a thank you to each
of these fine Chinese teachers. The results of their hard work are sure to be felt not only by the
teachers who gleaned practical knowledge from this workshop, but also by many hundreds of Chinese students in the St. Louis area.

Ladue History Club Students Write about Teaching China
Lecture
On September 16, 2020, Dr. Zhao Ma, Associate Professor of Modern Chinese History and
Culture at Washington University in St. Louis, gave a talk on the history and memory of the Cultural Revolution to students in the History Club at Ladue Horton Watkins High School. This talk was
supported by the WUCI as part of our new “Teaching China” initiative. This initiative connects local
K-12 learners with experts from St. Louis area in a variety of academic fields to provide insight into
China through the lens of their field of expertise.
In this talk, Prof. Ma started by commenting on the central place that the Cultural Revolution has held in American public knowledge of modern China’s history. Books and memoirs have
been churned out steadily by commercial publishers and are widely available in book vendors such
as Barnes and Noble. However, books brought to readers through these commercial venues tend
to portray the Cultural Revolution mostly as evil and destructive, full of personal tragedies and national nightmare. Professor Ma acknowledged these personal narratives, then shifted his focus on
the origins of the Cultural Revolution and the variety of memories of the event. As Prof. Ma pointed out, the Cultural Revolution was rooted in the Sino-Soviet split when two communist giants had
sharp disagreement over the path of economic development, foreign policy orientation, and the
relations between countries in the communist bloc. The difference and later the debate motivated
Mao to split with the Soviet Union and to attack domestic enemies and dissent voices inside of
China. Because the Cultural Revolution touched so many people’s lives, Prof. Ma reminded the audience to pay attention to not just what has been remembered but also who was doing the remembering? He discussed a range of voices, from the Red Guards, victims (especially intellectuals
and party officials), to villagers and local cadres away from the political center. Prof. Ma ended his
lecture by commenting on the impact of the Cultural Revolution at political and personal levels.
Finally, Prof. Ma answered questions the History Club members had. It was a compelling lecture
that provided the audience with a plethora of great information.
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Who Was Mulan?
On September 4, 2020, the premier
of the new live-action film Mulan, Webster
students gathered virtually to learn about
the origins of this beloved Chinese heroine
before actually watching the film. Called
“Who Was Mulan?,” this event kicked off
the WUCI’s Webster student events for
the new academic year.
The event begins!
The event hinged around a close
th
reading of the 6 -century poem “The Ballad of Mulan.” Students received the poem in both the original Chinese and in its English translation, and listened to a Chinese-language recitation. In the following discussion, they compared it to the tale they knew (no doubt from the cartoon version released by Disney in 1998),
finding both points of overlap and striking difference in the two versions. Their analysis was
further aided by a presentation on relevant aspects of Chinese history, including on the portrayal of Mulan over the centuries, and culture.
After the event ended, students received access to the newly-released movie through
the streaming platform Disney+, where Mulan was released. Having picked up some Chinese
snacks earlier in the day, they were all set to sit back and watch the film!

Top Left: Attendees listen to “The Ballad of Mulan” in Mandarin and
read along in English.
Right: Slides from the presentation
Bottom: Attendees discuss Mulan
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Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon:
Film and Post Film Discussion
The Confucius Institute at Webster University recently teamed up the Webster Film
Series to bring the film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragons to the Webster community. From
September 10th to the 24th, film patrons were invited to watch this classic film online. Then, on
the 24th, Dr. Yongzhen Shu Curtin, adjunct faculty of Chinese Language and Cinema at Webster
University, and Dr. Yuqian Yan, Post-doctoral Teaching Fellow at Washington University in St.
Louis, conducted a discussion moderated by Pete Timmermann, Director of the Webster Film
Series, that took a deeper look at the cultural context, trans-national reception, and aesthetic
elements of the film.
Pete Timmermann opened the event with a brief introduction to the context of the
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon’s initial American release, noting the film’s unexpected popularity. A subtitled film, it grossed $128 million in the box office, more than double the 2019
Best Picture Parasite, (nearly four times more when taking inflation into account) and won
four Oscars. He discussed how the road was paved for this breakthrough by previous successes on the part of director Ang Lee and actors like Chow Yun-Fat, and how it in turn increased
the demand for Chinese martial arts films among American audiences.
Dr. Yan then opened with a comparison of the film with the original novel to explain
how Ang Lee imbues a culturally specific genre with a universal appeal. She analyzed the strategies Ang Lee used to break certain genre conventions and shift the focus to the depiction of
human desire, presenting a visually stunning and morally complex martial arts world. She also
discussed the issue of authenticity and universality by comparing Crouching Tiger Hidden
Dragon with the recent live-action film Mulan.
Dr. Shu Curtin also contributed to the audience’s understanding of the film by introducing the similar yet different Chinese film genres wuxia and kungfu films, showing how Ang Lee
played into these traditions. Identifying Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon as a wuxia film, she
elaborated on the concept of the “xia,” or the “knight-errant” (both male and female), with
knights-errant's ideals like altruism, justice, loyalty, but also their shortcomings. She also introduced the idea of the jianghu, a kind of setting that contrasts with the Confucian world in
which it was dreamed up that knight errant can implement ideals.
Wrapping up the event, a lively question and answer session gave audience members
the chance to interact with the specialists. In all, this was a well-attended and highly informative event that left attendees with some tools to understand Chinese martial arts films on a
deeper level.
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Top Left: Panelists and organizers; clockwise from top left—Dr. Joy Shu, Dr. Yuqian Yan, Ms. Patty Li, Mr. Pete Timmerman, and Jessica Pierce
Others: Slides from the presentation

Tutor Sessions
This July, the WUCI debuted a new program: Online Chinese Tutoring. This program
allowed students K-12 with various levels of Chinese to practice and study with a native speaker, who tailored sessions to their individual needs. Eighteen students participated in the summer tutor sessions, many of whom, as second-language learners, have otherwise limited options to maintain their Chinese level while away from school.
The four native-speaking tutors have among them a deep and varied array of Chinese
teaching experience, with many having taught in local K-12 and public schools. The tutors
were: Xiaohong Xiao, Lan Zhang, Pinpin Yu and Yuhong Fang. In addition to bringing their expertise, these teachers came to this experience with positivity and willingness to work hard.
They were flexible in adapting to a new and evolving system and working with students on an
online platform.
While this program ended on August 20, the WUCI looks forward not only to bringing it
back soon, but also expanding. We hope to integrate it with the Chinese courses at Webster
University, offering students a venue to get additional speaking practice outside of class.
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Don’t Miss These Exciting Up-and-Coming Events!
Asian Cooking Competition
Date: October, 2020 (Deadline Oct. 31); Location: Instagram
“The Farewell”: Post-Film Discussion
Date: November 4, 2020; Location: Zoom
International Education Week
Date: Week of November 16, 2020; Location: Zoom
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