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Letter From the Director
Dear Friends,

The past few months have required unprecedented flexibility of the teachers and staff
of the Confucius Institute at Webster University. With the transition to online classes, online
meetings, and even online events necessitated by the spread of COVID-19, we have been hard
at work re-conceptualizing our calendar and learning a new set of skills in real time. If there is
any silver lining in this, it is surely in how teachers and staff, both in the WUCI and in the
broader Webster, St. Louis, and Chinese language teaching communities have pulled together
in support of each other. In the following pages, you will read of teachers who devoted extra
hours to mastering new pedagogical techniques, members of local and global communities donating relief supplies, and experts who have offered or are preparing to offer online classes in
Tai Chi and Meditation, both so relevant at this time. You will also read about some truly incredible students of Chinese who sent in self-recorded videos to compete in the 12th Annual
(but first ever virtual) Chinese Bridge Competition. As you read, I hope you will take the time to
reflect on the remarkable groups of people who make up the WUCI community.
Best regards,
Patty Li
Director of the Confucius Institute at Webster University
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The Confucius Institute at Webster University Donates
Personal Protective Equipment
In the early days of the novel coronavirus, before it had spread widely beyond China, personal protective equipment (PPE) flew rapidly from the shelves of Chinese supermarkets and hospitals faced shortages. One person to understand this need was Patty Li, Director of the Confucius
Institute at Webster University. Patty actively cooperated with the Lithuanian Chinese Chamber of
Commerce, mobilized staff and friends of the WUCI as well as her family to get relief supplies
around Saint Louis. Due to these collective efforts, the Confucius Institute at Webster University
collected 17 boxes of 4,000 medical supplies, which were donated to charity, medical and educational institutions in Hubei and Guangdong, China.
As the virus spread, in a twist of irony, it became America where PPE was sorely needed.
Via Professor Jody Spiess, an Assistant Professor in Webster University’s Nursing Program who
also serves on Webster's COVID-19 Task Force, the WUCI donated boxes of goggles, gloves, and
face masks to Mercy Hospital South. The WUCI’s partner institution in China, Beijing Language and
Culture University (BLCU), the Chinese Consulate in Chicago as well as the Lithuanian Chinese
Chamber of Commerce all sent over some PPE.
The WUCI would like to thank friends and partners for their generous donations, especially
colleagues at Webster University Mail Room who tirelessly helped with moving, labeling and shipping of boxes of donations to China. We would further like to thank all medical and frontline workers for their commitment and sacrifice.

Professor Jody Spiess and
Patty Li load personal protective equipment into the
car to transport to Mercy
Hospital South
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From St. Louis to China: One Leg of the PPE Donation Journey
The following photos depict one leg of the journey of the PPE donated by people at Webster
University to medical and educational institutions in Hubei and Guangdong, China, as detailed
on page 3.
1. Matt Burger, an IT
specialist at Webster
University, and Patty
Li’s son, carry boxes of
recently purchased PPE
into the Confucius Institute at Webster University office.

2. The boxes have
been deposited!

3. WUCI staff affixed
address labels to all
boxes.
4. WUCI staff drove
boxes to Webster
University’s warehouse for shipping!
WUCI coordinator
Courtney
LeCompte poses
with the boxes.
Photos taken by Patty Li, Director of the Confucius
Institute at Webster University and organizer of
these donation efforts.
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Tai Qi, Qi Gong, and Meditation Sessions
On April 9, the WUCI began the first session of a new program: Free Virtual Tai Chi and
Qi Gong. Led over Zoom by Master Violet Li, a
12th generation Chen style Tai Chi inheritor, this
program seeks to keep the Webster community
active and connected in these times of social
distancing.
The idea for online Tai Chi and Qi Gong
classes emerged as Webster University made
the decision to move Spring II and Summer semester cases online and implement a “work-athome” policy for staff and faculty. Mindfulness
practices can have a variety of positive impacts
on people, including providing a proactive way
for people to look after their mental health and
Instructor Violet Li meditates
cope with anxiety during a pandemic. Moreover,
regular meetings provide an avenue for members of the Webster community to support each other and
keep interpersonal relationships strong.
The first session of Tai Chi and Qi Gong lasted through May 12, with meetings occurring every
Tuesday and Thursday from 12:40 PM to 1:00 PM. Sessions are attended online by a core group of participants, but are also recorded and distributed to a wider audience who practice via these recordings on
their own time. Due to its popularity, a new session began on June 2 and will go through July 2. While
building on the foundation of Tai Chi and Qi Gong established in the first session, Master Li has also begun
to add meditation to the new session.
In addition to her credentials as an instructor, Violet Li is also an award-winning journalist on Tai
Chi & Qi Gong with a global readership of 40-some countries. She has taught thousands of people both
locally and nation-wide and trained several dozen instructors. Incidentally, she was also an adjunct professor of Mass Communications at Webster University, and retains a passion for this organization.

Students
sign on for
class

5

12th Annual Chinese Bridge Competition

On Saturday, June 6th, students of Chinese from around the Saint Louis area convened on Zoom
for the award ceremony of the 12th Annual Chinese Bridge Competition. Organized by the Confucius Institute at Webster University, this competition gives local K-12 students studying Chinese a place to showcase their language skills and engage in friendly competition.
Due to social distancing guidelines, this year’s competition took on a new format, with contestants
submitting videos of themselves speaking and performing a talent. The topic of this year’s speech was
“What I want my Chinese friends to know about St. Louis.” Contestants spoke in Chinese about the Arch
and St. Louis’ status as the “Gateway to the West,” the variety of free and spectacular offerings in Forest
Park, their favorite restaurants, and even about music legend Scott Joplin—all in Chinese. They also showcased talents ranging from Tai Chi to calligraphy.
In previous years, the Chinese Bridge Competition was only open to students in grades 7 to 12
studying Chinese as a second language. Due to the increased flexibility of the online format, the competition this year was open to elementary students and heritage learners as well. The winners in each division
are as follows:
Non-Heritage Middle and High School Division
1st:
Bryce Van Bree, St. Louis University High School
2nd: Corey Lyles, St. Louis University High School
Emma Scally, Mary Institute and Country Day School
3rd: Augustus Lodholz, St. Louis University High School
Ernest McCarter, Crossroads College Preparatory School
Audrey Hiotis, Crossroads College Preparatory School
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Heritage Middle and High School Division
1st:
Lucy Yue, Ladue Horton Wiltkins High School
2nd: Jiayi Zhang, Lafayette High School
Non-Heritage Elementary School Division
1st:
Makayla Morgan, St. Louis Language Immersion School
2nd: Claire Kelley, St. Louis Language Immersion School
Heritage Elementary School Division
1st:
Emily Tinnin, Old Bonhomme Elementary School
2nd: Kaiyang Ma, Meramec Elementary School
3rd: Kimberly Zhou, Ellisville Elementary
The “Best Organization Award” went to Crossroads College Preparatory School to recognize the
hard work of Chinese teacher Diana Corey in encouraging and preparing her students for the competition.
The Confucius Institute would like to extend a huge congratulations to all of the participants in
this competition. We encourage all students to retain their passion for Chinese and keep studying! We
would also like to congratulate the teachers, parents and guardians who supported their students.
Finally, we would like to thank our judges for this event: Xia Liang of Washington University in St. Louis,
Lili Guo of St. Louis University, and Nannan Huang and Naxin Fan of St. Louis Language Immersion School.
A short video of the contestants’ submissions can be viewed on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/
IXBfo_TI95o
Opposite page: Makayla
Morgan, Non-Heritage
Elementary School Division
Top left: Emily Tinnin,
Heritage Elementary
School Division
Bottom left: Lucy Yue,
Heritage Middle and High
School Division
Right: Bryce Van Bree,
winner of the NonHeritage Middle and High
School Division
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How to Engage Students?
Challenges and Opportunities of Online Chinese Teaching
By Zihan Qin

Zihan Qin is a Lecturer in Chinese at Washington University in St. Louis. She holds an M.A. from the University of Iowa. Since the start of the shift
to online teaching, teachers at the Confucius Institute at Webster University
have been communicating with other Chinese teachers in the St. Louis community to explore effective ways of teaching Chinese via virtual platforms.
While Zihan’s specific thoughts and experiences are her own, they speak to
the changes faced by Chinese teachers and reflect the spirit of proactive problem-solving and dedication to mastering new techniques shown by many Chinese teachers in the past months.
As the world suddenly turned upside down and people got locked
inside, teaching also abruptly shifted from in-person to online instruction.
Zihan Qin
This inevitably poses a big challenge to many education practitioners. Unlike
other knowledge delivering courses, language classes require more interaction not only between
teacher and students, but also among students, and online teaching makes it seem impossible to
achieve this goal to the same degree as in-person instruction. It has also become more difficult to
monitor students’ learning progress or even in-class performance. It is hard for teachers to know if students are 100% participating or just replying to friends’ messages when they stare at the screen.
How can we teachers engage students? This question must be the first headache teachers get
when shifted to online teaching. While engaging students in class in the good old days simply meant
making them focus, online teaching requires a more comprehensive engagement strategy. No longer is
it just about in class, it’s also about before and after class.
Before class: This is the best time to make a flipped classroom happen. In contrast to the traditional classroom, flipped classrooms requires students to learn before class through books, audio
recordings, videos, or whatever material is suitable. Language is both language knowledge, the explicit
knowledge of a language or a grammar or a vocabulary, and language skill, how to use the language.
Normally, a.k.a. pre-Covid 19, students could go to class unprepared and rely on teachers’ instructions.
Teachers would need to explain language knowledge and have students practice language skills at the
same time. Imagine students coming to the classroom without any idea what Ba-construction is; you
need to explain and have them practice how to express the idea of disposal in Chinese in one class. It’s
already hard enough in an in-person classes, so how is this possible when we are facing our computer
screens? While in the flipped classrooms, students will learn the language knowledge beforehand so
they will have more time to process the knowledge and will have a better understanding of it when in
class. It will make in-class instruction more effective and ultimately enhance active learning. Considering the lack of communication in online language classrooms, the flipped classroom could be a way to
tackle this problem, as teachers can use class time to practice more.
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If ‘flipped classroom’ is just a fancy name
of yet another pedagogy approach, just adding
previews to homework will enhance the effectiveness of in-class instruction. Here are some
thoughts on previews, for beginning levels: 1)
have students go through the target content
from the textbook; 2) have students do text
reading comprehension questions; 3) have students read new vocabulary or text out loud and
record it; 4) have students make sentences out of “Qin Laoshi” teaching in class before the
switch to remote learning
target vocabulary; 5) have students copy target
characters, etc. In addition to those stated above,
for intermediate and advanced levels: 1) have students prepare discussion questions regarding
the target text; 2) have students prepare “instructions” as a teacher; 3) have students prepare
questions regarding the target grammar; 4) have students prepare presentations regarding the
content of the target text etc.
In class: Think of students as five-year-old kids who have very short attention spans.
The key to drawing students’ attention is to vary classroom activities, to use well-organized
and differentiated activities to teach and review the same grammar pattern to keep students
interested.
There are some common activities which are already widely used, such as flash cards,
charades, word mapping, and storytelling to review vocabulary; discussions and role plays to
practice speaking; matching and multiple choice questions to consolidate grammar
knowledge. Online classrooms could use the same activities, but only to increase the variety
and shorten the time of each activity. To make these activities effective, break-out rooms can
be a very powerful tool. It gives students time to prepare and collaborate and interact with
classmates. In a smaller group, a student’s language output can be significantly more than in a
big class. Using pictures and short videos to provide background and context for a certain
grammar pattern is extremely helpful.
After class: A variety of online tools such as the Canvas discussion board, Facebook
group messages and WeChat groups provide platforms to build communities among students.
When in-class teaching is somewhat limited, we can still take advantage of these platforms to
keep students learning incidentally or at least to keep them interested, which is also reciprocal
with in-class learning. They can post pictures
describing their daily life, or share a memorable
story or their opinions on a certain event. After
class discussions create an environment that
encourage students to continue using Chinese
to communicate with their peers in a more casual way.
Online teaching is as challenging as it is promising. In a broader way, it is more accessible in
“Qin Laoshi” in class
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that it allows students to participate from anywhere. It is convenient in that it enables students to
learn at their own pace. It is also an opportunity to rethink the role of us instructors. In the online
teaching era, we are more a multiple-role instructor. We are facilitators—we facilitate communications and discussions among students. We are assistants—we assist students in active learning in and
out of classroom. We are problem solvers—we answer and solve students’ questions when they encounter with obstacles. We are builders—we build communities and bonding among students. Yes, we
have lost the 50 minutes in-person time, but we can build a whole new learning experience for students.

Interview with Professor Dorcas McLaughlin
Dorcas McLaughlin is a Professor in the Nursing Department at Webster University in St. Louis. She has more than 40
years as a nurse educator and psychotherapist, and speaks
here about her interest in a practice called psychodrama, in
which she integrates many Eastern healing practices. Dorcas
has provided week-long and week-end psychodrama training
sessions, supervision, and consultation to more than 1000
healthcare professionals, educators, government workers and
family members, throughout China, in the cities of Suzhou,
Nanning and Chongqing. Editor Courtney LeCompte sat down
Dorcas McLaughlin, posing here bewith Dorcas for this interview.
fore a psychodrama training and suQ: Tell me a bit about your work with psychodrama. What is pervision workshop in Suzhou, China.
it and how did you get interested in it?
A: I have been a psychotherapist and educator for more than 40 years. My background is in nursing,
with a specialization in child psychiatric nursing. During my studies, I was introduced to some experiential approaches such as art therapy, music therapy, play therapy and even participated in a psychodrama session. Following graduation in the mid-1970s, I worked in a hospital and began working with
adults, both individually and in-group settings, primarily using talk therapy. I found the group approach very helpful: people were supportive of each other and helped each other gain new insights
and learn new behaviors.
It was not until the early 1990s that I truly experienced the power of psychodrama. At that
time, I was a nursing professor teaching psychiatric/mental health nursing. I would take my students
to the hospital and provide clinical supervision while they cared for patients with psychological issues.
My students and I began attending psychodrama sessions, which were part of the treatment program
at the hospital. Gong Shu, a board-certified psychodramatist, facilitated these sessions. Dr. Gong, who
was born in China, moved to the U.S. in her early twenties to pursue graduate studies in art and literature. Later, she became a psychodramatist after training with the co-founder of the psychodrama
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method. With her background as an artist, psychodramatist, and expressive arts therapist, Dr. Gong
skillfully weaved various forms of creative expression and healing practices from Chinese culture into the
psychodrama process. She eventually became my primary psychodrama trainer.
In essence, psychodrama is a mind-body approach that combines elements of story, drama, and
group process to help participants become more spontaneous, discover their inner truths, and create
authentic relationships with oneself and others. In addition, psychodrama assists participants to develop
new ways of responding to difficult or challenging life situations. In psychodrama the enactment is
spontaneously co-created by the director and group participants, without a script.
After observing the psychodrama sessions with patients at the hospital, I was blown away by the
healing power of the method. It was so much more effective than any talk therapy I had ever witnessed.
Often in a matter of a few hours, patients would make huge breakthroughs, whereas in talk therapy, it
could take weeks or even months before people would feel safe enough to disclose their fears, losses
and trauma. Patients would describe their experience in the psychodrama sessions as healing and transformative. With these experiences, I became passionate about the psychodrama process and went on
to become board-certified as a trainer, educator and practitioner of psychodrama.
In the mid-1990s, I began my doctoral work. My research focus was on post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). At that time, very few patients other than those in the military were being diagnosed with
PTSD. However, I noticed that many of the patients participating in the psychodrama sessions were
sharing extensive histories of trauma experiences. I wanted to explore why psychodrama, a mind-body
approach, was so powerful in addressing trauma and PTSD symptoms. During that time, treatment
methods that involved the mind and body were largely ignored by Western science even though the
mind-body connection was central to Eastern traditional healing practices. Now, a growing body of
Western neuroscience research is validating the importance of the mind-body connection and the effectiveness of expressive arts therapies such as psychodrama, art, music and dance, to facilitate healing
from trauma.
In 2014, I was excited to join the faculty at Webster in part because the university has such an
emphasis on the arts, including drama. Webster has helped me in many ways. In addition to teaching
nursing students, I am currently teaching classes on psychodrama for students in the professional counseling program and students in the school of education, pursuing a certificate in trauma-informed education and intervention.
Q: How did you end up going to China?
A: One of the greatest gifts that I received from Webster University was being selected as a fellow for
the 2017 Global Leadership Academy (GLA). In addition to the trainings to develop and enhance my
leadership skills, the GLA provided me with a wonderful weeklong study abroad experience to visit Webster’s Bangkok and Cha-Am campuses. This led to many opportunities towards my growth as an international psychodrama trainer. When a former student of mine, who is now a nursing professor at Mahasarakham University, found out that I was coming to Thailand, he immediately invited me to come early
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before the GLA study abroad experience to present a weeklong psychodrama workshop for faculty
at his university. Following the workshop, he took me to a
Buddhist temple and shared with me many of the teachings
of the Buddha. Throughout my stay in Thailand, I had the opportunity to visit many Buddhist temples and began to become more aware of the benefits of the contemplative practices for health and well-being. This was very interesting to
me because ancient Buddhist teachings related to mindfulness, non-judgment, wisdom and compassion are applicable
to my practice as a psychotherapist and psychodramatist.
Dorcas delivering her keynote
At the same time, psychodrama students in China
presentation at the 3rd Internationfound out that I was coming to Thailand. Since I was in such
al Psychodrama Conference in
close proximity to China, several workshop organizers invited 2018, Suzhou, China
me to provide another week of psychodrama training workshops and supervision in Suzhou. As a former director for the American Board of Directors in Psychodrama, Sociometry and Group Psychotherapy (ABE) and my association with the American Society of Group Psychotherapy and Psychodrama (ASGPP), I have had the good fortune to meet
many Chinese professionals training to become board-certified psychodramatists. This opportunity to travel to China was very enriching allowing me to become part of the Suzhou psychodrama
community and to learn more about Chinese culture.
In October 2018, I was invited back to be a keynote speaker at the 3rd International Psychodrama Conference in Suzhou, China. I was fortunate, that the conference was scheduled the
very same week as Webster’s fall break. The person that had originally been asked to be the keynote speaker for this international conference became ill. Since I had facilitated a number of psychodrama training workshops in China, the conference organizers felt confident that I could step
in on short notice. Another advantage was that I already had obtained a China visa. The keynote
presentation turned out to be a full workshop of several hours in front of 500 people. They didn’t
tell me until afterwards that they broadcasted it to an additional 45,000 people!
Q: Did going to China have an influence on your work or your goals for the future?
A: Something nice about these trips is that between the
workshops, my students and the conference organizers would
take me on sightseeing trips, including visits to a variety of
Buddhist temples and seminaries. It became clear that there
is a lot of psychology in Buddhism. More and more, I am finding that Americans are engaging in a variety of mind-body approaches to promote health and well-being, especially because these Eastern healing practices are being validated by
Western science research.
Dorcas and Wang Peijia at Dazu
Rock Carvings, Chongqing, China
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In late spring and early summer of 2019, I returned to China for four weeks to provide
psychodrama training and supervision. For the first two weeks, I provided psychodrama training workshops in Suzhou. Then, I flew to Nanning for a five-day workshop, where many of the
students who were training to be psychodramatists were also studying to be doctors in traditional Chinese medicine, which is another area I am interested in learning more about. Finally,
in the fourth week, I flew to Chongqing to present psychodrama training workshops for
healthcare professionals, provide psychotherapy for patients and their families, and assist the
chief psychiatrist of the psychiatric residency program to develop a hospital-based in-patient
psychodrama program. All of these experiences really piqued my interest in learning more
about integrating Eastern traditional healing practices with psychodrama.
This fall, I am going to be on sabbatical. I am developing a resiliency module for graduate nursing students and creating a Global Citizen Keystone course on resiliency that will integrate many of these traditional Eastern practices like
mindful meditation. I want to develop a course that not
only teaches students about these traditional healing
practices, but actually helps students cultivate these skills.
Also, I think it would be wonderful to start a study abroad
program between students at Suzhou University and
Webster University. In addition, I am getting more involved in the Confucius Institute at Webster by presenting
virtual sessions on mindfulness while learning more about
the Chinese language and culture. I really believe that
Dorcas with her students from a psyintegrating Eastern traditional mindfulness practices
may provide the foundation to facilitate greater resilien- chodrama workshop in Nanning, China
cy skills when facing life’s challenges, disappointments, and even pandemics.

WUCI Teachers Make the Switch to Online Learning
In the past couple months, Chinese teachers at the WUCI have been working hard to
develop expertise in language teaching via virtual platforms. While they all put in extra time to
do personal research and became familiar with online teaching staples like Kahoot, Quizlet, and
Zoom, they also took part in several training programs to help them develop more coherent
online teaching strategies. One such training program was offered by the Confucius Institute at
Michigan State University (CI-MSU). From April 4th to 25th, 2020, CI-MSU’s Professional Development Series: Online Chinese Teaching provided a series of four sessions focusing on various
aspects of online Chinese teaching, including the digital tools and Learning Management Systems, design principles and pedagogical frameworks, accessibility, copyright, open educational
resources, and assessments. These sessions opened our Chinese teachers up to the many wonderful ideas about online language teaching that already exist and helped to ease the transition
from teaching Chinese face-to-face to an online environment.
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Farewell, Volunteer Teachers
Yanan Xie and Ruili Guo served as volunteer teachers for the WUCI in the 2019-2020 school
year. Here they reflect upon their experiences teaching Chinese in St. Louis.
Four Seasons of Memories in St. Louis
By Yanan Xie
Hi. I'm Xie Yanan, but my American students and friends prefer to call me Diana. I am a
Chinese teacher at the Confucius Institute at Webster University.
Soon, I will end my year of life in St. Louis and go back to China, so I
am very happy to have this opportunity to share my American life
with you. It is an opportunity for me to look once more at all the
photos I have taken in the past year and convey my gratitude to the
people who have left me with deep and warm memories here.
When I first came to St. Louis, it was summer, and I immediately fell in love with this green city. I found that St. Louis and my
hometown, Qingdao, were very similar. I loved the green grass, the
flourishing trees, the afternoon downpour. In the mornings, I would
wake to the scent of flowers and the sound of birds, walk along the
quiet and beautiful community streets, greet joggers and dog walkers, and then walk into the
bagel shop for breakfast. Then, I would go to the school to teach my lovely students. On the
way home after class, I would go to the vegetable shop and buy fresh vegetables and fruits. On
weekends, I would invite friends to watch my favorite baseball game. For me, summer is baseball! I found everyone here to be so friendly and my transition to life here so natural. My colleagues at the WUCI were very supportive, which was a relief. I told my family and friends in
China that my good life in the United States had begun.
With the arrival of autumn, my excitement gradually calmed down. My life began to be
enriched by various trainings, meetings, lesson preparation, classes, and activities. On the one
hand, I led my students in Chinese class to experience many Chinese-style handicraft activities
with different themes, such as making blue and white porcelain plates, blowing plum blossoms, painting pandas, tea art, and traditional Chinese dance. On the other hand, Webster
University and the Confucius Institute provided various opportunities and occasions for teachers to learn, so that I could continuously improve myself in the field of teaching and cultural
communication. I also often exchanged learning with local American teachers and colleagues,
each of us learning from the others’ strengths. On holidays, I followed the experts around St.
Louis and St. Charles, learned and experienced the history and customs of these two cities,
and also I discovered many local specialties, such as St. Louis Pork BBQ.
What impressed me in the winter is the Christmas and Lunar New Year activities. I received many Christmas gifts from American friends and Confucius Institute colleagues. Every
household in our community was decked out with a Christmas tree, which was extremely cute.
Also, I took vacations to travel to many cities in the western United States and photographed
various charming Christmas outfits along the way. They will always be the key to my beautiful
14

Christmas memories. Preparations for the Chinese New Year were very busy, but gave a sense
of accomplishment. I also prepared gifts for every student, including books, Chinese snacks,
and so on. When writing a New Year message to each child, the child's face flashed in my
mind. I also prepared gifts and letters for the colleagues of The College School who have
helped me. Thank you everyone for being kind to me. Thank you for giving me rides on snowy
day. Thank you for watching movies with me. I had been to the United States before, but only
for travel. However, this year gave me a chance to get along with the locals. I feel the beauty
of humanity more and more.
Due to the impact of COVID-19, many long-planned events could not be held as scheduled, but fortunately, our Chinese class was changed to online teaching this spring. I now enjoy this class model and study with my students at home. When I was in China, I was an English
teacher, teaching Chinese children to speak English; now I am a Chinese teacher in the United
States, teaching American children to speak Chinese. I think this is the most important thing
that my university, the Communication University of China, taught me: communication. And I
will always be committed to promoting international friendly exchanges, intercultural communication, and peaceful coexistence among people of all countries.
I believe that after the cold winter, the beautiful spring will come. At the end, I hope everyone can spend this period safely. I wish you all happiness and health. Thank you.
Nice to Meet You, St. Louis
By Ruili Guo

Hello. My name is Ruili Guo and I am a volunteer teacher at
the Confucius Institute of Webster University. I’ve been in St . Louis
for a year, and I feel so lucky to have met a lot of lovely people in St.
Louis, especially my eager students and their friendly parents. I have
had a good time in St. Louis, especially in class with my students.
St. Louis is a beautiful city. Like a painting, it is quiet and
beautiful. It will surprise you all the year round, with flowers in
spring, rain in summer, colorful leaves in autumn, and snow in winter. I like to go for walk when I'm free, exploring this city, looking at
the flowers and beautiful buildings on the side of the road. It brings
me happiness.
St. Louis is also a friendly city. People here have helped me and made me feel warm.
Fellow teachers have encouraged me and my colleagues have helped me. Even strangers on
the road smile to me and say hello. This helps me deal with the loneliness of being so far from
home.
Finally, St. Louis is a city of love. I know this because my students give me the best hugs
after class. I feel very lucky to be their teacher. In fact, they have also taught me so much.
I will miss St. Louis! I will always cherish this wonderful memory!
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Don’t Miss These Exciting Up-and-Coming Events!
Virtual Summer Camp
Dates: July 6-24; Location: Virtual Event

Beijing Opera Introductory Workshop
Date: September 19, 2020; Location: Virtual Event

Bridging Eastern Practices and Western Brain Science–
Mindful Meditation Virtual Workshop Series
Dates: July 8 to July 27, 2020; Location: Virtual Event

Asian Cooking Competition
Date: Fall, 2020; Location: Instagram

Understanding the COVID-19 Pandemic from the Public
Health and International Relations Perspectives: U.S., China,
and Ghana
Date: July 13, 2020; Location: Virtual Event
Annual Teacher Training Workshop
Date: August 29, 2020; Location: Virtual Event
Who Was Mulan? Student Event
Date: September 4, 2020; Location: Virtual Event

The Newsletter of the Confucius
Institute at Webster University
Confucius Institute
Webster University
470 E. Lockwood Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63119
Office: (314) 246-7705
E-mail: confucius@webster.edu

International Education Week
Date: Week of November 16, 2020; Location: Virtual Event

